
Galatians 4.21-31 “Grace to the Barren”
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•A) Self-reliance is unwittingly self-defeating

•Vs 24-25… Paul links:
•1) Sinai (covenant of law)

•2) Present-day Jerusalem

•3) Hagar (slave woman)

•4) Children born as result of the flesh (all who make 
the law the way to be made right with God)
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•B) Self-reliance is inevitably divisive 

•Vs 29

•Ishmael mocking Isaac

•False teachers in Galatia 
persecuting the church

•The Gospel tends to be more 
threatening to “religious” people (Tim Keller)



How is self-reliance 

causing division in your life?
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2. Sarah: Children of Freedom (God’s Promises)

•Isaiah 49-55: The Suffering Servant 
•Takes on the identity of Israel (49.3)

•Rejected and killed on Israel’s behalf (53)

•Resurrected to bring life to the nations (54)



Grace for the barren



Grace for the barren

Grace especially

for the barren
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•Three exhortations:

•1) Hear the Law (vs 21)

•2) Drive out the slave + son (vs 30)
•Drive out those teaching a false gospel

•Drive out false messages ringing in your ear

•“Who I Am in Christ” list (Neil Anderson) 
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