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“You were 

running well.”
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1. How to get off-track (vs 7-12) 

•(Don’t lose your Gospel freedom.)

•A) Listen to the wrong voices (vs 7-8)

•B) Downplay the leaven (vs 9) 

•C) Be more afraid of people than God 
(vs 11)
•“the offense of the cross”

•Acts 16.2 Paul has Timothy circumcised



Are you more afraid of people than God?
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“A growing body of evidence has shown that, for women especially, having 

multiple sexual partners is correlated with lower levels of mental health and 

happiness. 

Conversely, far from being locked into misery, the happiest wives in 

America are highly religious women married to highly religious men. 

Couples who pray together, read Scripture at home, attend church, and so 

on are twice as likely as their secular peers to say they are satisfied with 

their sexual relationship. 

We might think that Christian marriage is robbing women of sexual 

freedom. 

But the data suggests that it’s pulling women (and men) away from the 

train wreck of commitment-free sex.”

- Rebecca McLaughlin (Jesus Through the Eyes of Women)
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What sinful desires 

do you need to starve, 

not indulge?
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“Here I am!”

vs 

“There you are.”
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2. How to live in freedom (vs 13-15) 

•Are Christians supposed to obey the law?
•We are not “under” the law of Moses as a 
covenant (to be in right relationship with God)

•We are under the new covenant in Christ!
• I will put my teaching within them and write it on their hearts 

(Jeremiah 31.33) 

• 26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will remove 
your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.
27 I will place my Spirit within you and cause you to 
follow my statutes and carefully observe my 
ordinances.                                        (Ezekiel 36) 
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2. How to live in freedom (vs 13-15) 

•Are Christians supposed to obey the law?
•No – not to earn approval from God

•Yes – we fulfill the heart of God’s law by 
loving Him and others in Christ (fulfill design 
as His image bearers)
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2. How to live in freedom (vs 13-15) 

•(Don’t abuse your Gospel freedom.)

•A) Starve your sinful desires (vs 13a)

•B) Serve others through love (vs 13b-14)

•C) Consider the alternative (vs 15)

•Comfort &
Caution: vs 10
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