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1) God commissions judgment from his sovereign
steady hand (Revelation 6:1-17; 8:6-9:21) |

God’s judgment is complete and perfect not harsh or
misguided.
* 3 series of “SEVEN”

God’s judgment is the fulfilment of God’s eternal plan, not
a spontaneous rage.

* “Day of the Lord”
 Ezekiel, Daniel, Zechariah, Isaiah
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What does your honest, instinctive emotional
response to God’s wrath reveal about your true
heart-level beliefs about him-
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What John heard: 144,000 (7:2-8).

Then | saw another angel rising up from the east, who had the seal
of the living God. He cried out in a loud voice to the four angels who
were allowed to harm the earth and the sea, 3 “Don’t harm the earth
or the sea or the trees until we seal the servants of our God on their

foreheads.” 4 And | heard the number of the sealed: 144,000 sealed
from every tribe of the Israelites: \ |/
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What John heard: 144,000 (7:2-8).
* The literal number of the elect? Ethnic Jews?

* Most likely this is a symbolic number representing
the full number of God’s people (12x12) who are

marked out for protection from God’s wrath (s:4;
14:1-6).




2) God preserves his people from wrath yet
purifies them through suffering.

What John saw:

O After this | looked, and there was a vast multitude from every nation, tribe, people, and
language, which no one could number, standing before the throne and before the Lamb.
They were clothed in white robes with palm branches in their hands....13 Then one of

the elders asked me, “Who are these people in white robes, and where did they come
from?” 14 | said to him, “Sir, you know.” Then he told me: These are the ones coming out
of the great tribulation. They washed their robes and made them white in the blood of

the Lamb. 15 For this reason they are before the throne of God, and they serve him day
and night in his temple. The one seated on the throne will shelter them: 16 They will no
longer hunger; they will no longer thirst; the sun will no longer strike them, nor will any /
scorching heat. 17 For the Lamb who is at the center of the throne will shepherd tﬁe;n—~\

he will guide them to springs of the waters of life, and God will wipe away every teair \

from their eyes. \«\
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In Christ we suffer not as objects of God’s wrath, but as
conquerors being conformed to the glory of our crucified
King.

| following

Jesus
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2) God preserves his people from wrath yet
purifies them through suffering.

In Christ we suffer not as objects of God’s wrath, but as
conquerors being conformed to the glory of our crucified
King.

For | consider that the  following
sufferings of this present time Jl,e s u S
are not worth comparing with L

the glory that is going to be L
revealed to us.

- Romans 8:18
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3) God vindicates his own character.

e | ooking back: the 7 trumpets (Rev. 8:6-9:19) and the plagues
of Egypt (Exodus 7-11).
* Hail and fire
* Ocean turned into blood
* Water made poisonous
* Darkness
* Killer locusts

* An army that kills 1/3 of humanity. The Ten PlCIQUGS Of Egypt

()

Unhealable Boils
Exodus 9:8-12
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20 The rest of the people, who were not killed by these
plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands to
stop worshiping demons and idols of gold, silver,
bronze, stone, and wood, which cannot see, hear, or
walk. 22 And they did not repent of their murders, their
sorceries, their sexual immorality, or their thefts.

- Revelation 9:20-21
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3) God vindicates his own character.

4Or do you despise the riches of his
kindness, restraint, and patience, not recognizing that
God’s kindness is intended to lead you to repentance?

> Because of your hardened and unrepentant heart you
are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of
wrath, when God’s righteous judgment is revealed.

— Romans 2:3-5

The Sad Reality: the human heart is so bent away from %
God’s authority that in the end, God’s justice will be
painfully and gloriously obvious.




3) God vindicates his own character.

Let’s pray with zeal for the heart-softening work of God’s Spirit,
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4) God Re-creates What He Has De-Created.

e Genesis 1: God builds.

e Revelation 8-9: God Deconstructs

* Revelation 11:15: God Rebuilds Even Better! (Rev.
21-22)
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15 The seventh angel blew his trumpet, and
there were loud voices in heaven saying, The
kingdom of the world has become the kingdom
of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign
forever and ever. 16 The twenty-four elders,
who were seated before God on their thrones,
fell facedown and worshiped God, 17 saying,
We give you thanks, Lord God, the Almighty,
who is and who was, because you have taken
your great power and have begun to reign.

- Revelation 11:15-17
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Let your reward inspire resiliency!
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