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•A) People-pleasing

•B) People-fearing (vs 12)

•Galatians written AD 50

•Judaizers feared 
persecution from:

•Roman Empire

•Jews not following Jesus

•Other legalists

Roman Empire
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1. The Legalist’s Path to Peace: Boasting in the Flesh

•A) People-pleasing

•B) People-fearing

•C) People-objectifying (vs 13)
•The Judaizers don’t care about…

•…God’s law

•…other people 

•They only care about themselves



Pride: 
a self-preoccupation and exaltation 

that wants to replace 

a dependence on God 

with confidence in self
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•A) People-pleading (vs 11)

•Paul “persuades”
•2 Corinthians 5.11

•we work hard to persuade others…

•Judaizers “compel”
•vs 12 “compel you to be circumcised”

•“to force, threaten” (bully)
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•A) People-pleading

•B) Jesus-boasting (vs 14)

•Vs 15

•The problem is internal, not just external

•Romans 2 (NLT)

• 28 For you are not a true Jew just because you were born of Jewish parents or 
because you have gone through the ceremony of circumcision. 29 No, a true Jew is 
one whose heart is right with God. And true circumcision is not merely obeying the 
letter of the law; rather, it is a change of heart produced by the Spirit.
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•A) People-pleading

•B) Jesus-boasting (vs 14)

•The world has been 
crucified to me through the cross, 
and I to the world.

•Romans 2 (NLT)

•And a person with a changed heart seeks 
praise from God, not from people.
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•A) People-pleading

•B) Jesus-boasting

•C) Grace-relying

•vs 16: the only way to peace

•“Israel of God” – huh??
• Galatians 3.7 those who have faith, these are Abraham’s sons.

• Galatians 3.29 through faith you are all sons of God in Christ Jesus.

•vs 17: scars to prove Paul’s heart
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When we’ve been there 10,000 years, bright shining as the sun

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise, than when we first begun 
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