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"The Light in the Darkness"

«Isaiah 40 & 41

. “Behold Him”
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“Comfort, comfort my people,

’ s»ls yo&l: God.
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1. Behold the Comforter (40:1-11)



1. Behold the Comforter (40:1-11)

“Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to
her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received
from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.” (40:1-2)



1. Behold the Comforter (40:1-11)

a. A message of hope to weary people in exile.



1. Behold the Comforter (40:1-11)

“Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to
her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received
from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.” (40:1-2)

“A voice cries: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the
desert a highway for our God.” (40:3-5)



1. Behold the Comforter (40:1-11)

“All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field... the grass withers,
the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.” (40:6-8)






1. Behold the Comforter (40:1-11)

“All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field... the grass withers,
the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.” (40:6-8)

“All flesh is like grass... the grass withers and the flower falls, but the word of the
Lord remains forever. “This word is the good news that was preached to you.”

(Ist Peter 1:24-25)



1. Behold the Comforter (40:1-11)

“Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with
strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of
Judah, “Behold your God! Behold, the Lord God comes with might, and his arms

rules for him; and his recompense before him.

He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will

carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.” (40:9-11)



1. Behold the Comforter (40:1-11)

a. A message of hope to weary people in exile.
b. The mighty God is also the gentle Shepherd.




2. Behold the Creator (40:12-2¢)



2. Behold the Creator (40:12-2¢)

“Who has measured the Spirit of the Lord, or what man shows Him His counsel?”
Who taught God wisdom? Who instructed Him in justice? Who showed Him
understanding?” (40:13-14)
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2. Behold the Creator (40:12-2¢)

“Who has measured the Spirit of the Lord, or what man shows Him His counsel?”
Who taught God wisdom? Who instructed Him in justice? Who showed Him
understanding?” (40:13-14)

“Behold, the nations are like a drop from a bucket...” (40:15)

“All the nations are as nothing before Him.” (40:17)



2. Behold the Creator (40:12-2¢)

a. lIsaiahis calling them to have a right view of God







&
- “My religious belief teaches

" me to feel as safe in battle as
in bed. God has fixed the time
for my death. | do not

- concern myself about that,
but to be always ready, no
matter when it may overtake
“me. That is way all men
should live, and then all
would be equally brave.”

- Thomas Jonathan “Stonewall” Jackson



2. Behold the Creator (40:12-2¢)

“Who has measured the Spirit of the Lord, or what man shows Him His counsel?”
Who taught God wisdom? Who instructed Him in justice? Who showed Him
understanding?” (40:13-14)

“Behold, the nations are like a drop from a bucket...” (40:15)
“All the nations are as nothing before Him.” (40:17)

“Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created these?” (40:26)
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“When | look at ’y'o‘ur heavens, the work of your fingers, the moohfand’""ché
stars, which you have\set in place...what is man that you are mindful of
him, and the son of man that you care for Him.

O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name inall-the earth.”

Psalm 8:3-4, 9




3. Behold the One Who Strengthens the Weary (40:27-41:4)



3. Behold the One Who Strengthens the Weary (40:27-41:4)

'‘Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the Lord ,
and my right is disregarded by my God™? ' (40:27)



3. Behold the One Who Strengthens the Weary (40:27-41:4)

a. God does not grow weary, He gives strength to those
who do.
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'‘Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the Lord ,
and my right is disregarded by my God™? ' (40:27)

“I, the Lord, the first, and with the last; I am he.” (41:4b)
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'‘Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the Lord ,
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“I, the Lord, the first, and with the last; I am he.” (41:4b)
“See now that I, even I, am He, and there is no god beside me.” (Deut 32:39)

“Before Abraham was, I AM.” (John 8:58)
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3. Behold the One Who Strengthens the Weary (40:27-41:4)

'‘Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the Lord ,
and my right is disregarded by my God™? ' (40:27)

“I, the Lord, the first, and with the last; I am he.” (41:4b)

“See now that I, even I, am He, and there is no god beside me.” (Deut 32:39)
“Before Abraham was, I AM.” (John 8:58)

“I am the First and the Last,” (Rev 1:17)

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.” (Rev 21:6, 22:13)



4. Behold the One Who Holds the Fearful (41:4-20)



4. Behold the One Who Holds the Fearful (21:5-20)

a. Fear drives people toward false securities



4. Behold the One Who Holds the Fearful (41:4-20)

“Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen

you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” (41:10)



4. Behold the One Who Holds the Fearful (41:4-20)

“Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen

you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” (41:10)

“For I, the Lord your God, hold your right hand; it is I who says to you, “Fear not, I
am the one who helps you.” (41:13)



4. Behold the One Who Holds the Fearful (41:4-20)

“Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen

you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” (41:10)

“For I, the Lord your God, hold your right hand; it is I who says to you, “Fear not, I
am the one who helps you.” (41:13)

“You are my servant, I have chosen you and not cast you off”(41:9b)



4. Behold the One Who Holds the Fearful (21:5-20)

a. Fear drives people toward false securities
b. lIsrael may have felt forgotten, but God will not let them

go.




4. Behold the One Who Holds the Fearful (41:4-20)

“Can a woman forget her nursing child, that she should have no compassion on the
son of her womb? Even these may forget, yet I will not forget you. Behold, I have

engraved you on the palms of my hands;” (Isaiah 49:15-16)



4. Behold the One Who Holds the Fearful (41:4-20)

“Fear not, you worm Jacob, you men of Israel! I am the one who helps you, declares

the Lord; your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel.” (41:14)



4. Behold the One Who Holds the Fearful (41:4-20)

“Fear not, you worm Jacob, you men of Israel! I am the one who helps you, declares

the Lord; your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel.” (41:14)

“Behold, I make of you a threshing sledge, new, sharp, and having teeth; you shall

thresh the mountains and crush them, and you shall make the hills like chaff;” (41:15)



4. Behold the One Who Holds the Fearful (41:4-20)

“Behold, you are nothing, and your work is less than nothing; an abomination is he

who chooses you.” (41:24)



5. Behold the One Who Alone Rules History (41:25-29)



5. Behold the One Who Alone Rules History (41:25-29)

“I stirred up one from the north, and he has come, from the rising of the sun, and he
shall call upon my name; he shall trample on rulers as on mortar, as the potter
treads clay.” (41:25)
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5. Behold the One Who Alone Rules History (41:25-29)

“Who declared it from the beginning, that we might know?” (41:26)



5. Behold the One Who Alone Rules History (41:25-29)

“Who declared it from the beginning, that we might know?” (41:26)

“I was the first to say to Zion, ‘Behold...” (41:27)



5. Behold the One Who Alone Rules History (41:25-29)

a. God already knows the beginning and the end.
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1. Behold Him as the Comforter

2. Examine your heart - Has your view of God become
too small?



Invitations to Behold Him

1. Behold Him as the Comforter

2. Examine your heart - Has your view of God become
too small?

3. Behold His Faithfulness



