


Promise or Performance? 
Galatians 3:15-22



Key Question in Galatians: 

Where do you go with your guilt? 



1) God’s plan has always been to deal with our 
guilt through a free promise. (3:15-18)
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Context: 
13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law 
by becoming a curse for us…. 

14 The purpose was that the blessing of Abraham 
would come to the Gentiles by Christ Jesus…
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1) God’s plan has always been to deal with our 
guilt through a free promise. (3:15-18)

“a human 

illustration” 

We wouldn’t change 
someone’s will after 
they die, why would 
we think God would 
change his promise? 



4 “As for me, here is my covenant with you: You will become 
the father of many nations….6 I will make you extremely 
fruitful and will make nations and kings come from you. 7 I 
will confirm my covenant that is between me and you and 
your future offspring throughout their generations. It is a 
permanent covenant to be your God and the God of your 
offspring after you. 8 And to you and your future offspring I 
will give the land where you are residing—all the land of 
Canaan—as a permanent possession, and I will be their 
God.”
  - Genesis 17:4, 6-8
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Verse 16 - Descendants or 
Descendant?

Our inheritance has already been 

handed out. 
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guilt through a free promise. (3:15-18)

Abraham

Law of 
Moses 

Jesus

And if you belong to Christ, then you are 
Abraham’s seed, heirs according to the 
promise. 
 Galatians 3:29
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a. The obvious question: Why did God give us 
the law if it wasn’t the avenue to earn our 
inheritance?
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b. Three Uses of the Law
• Curb (restraining sin)
• Mirror (revealing sin)
• Guide (rerouting from sin)



2) God’s Law was given to expose our inability to keep 
God’s standard, not to help us achieve it (19-22)

“Therefore no one will be declared 
righteous in God’s sight by the works of 
the law; rather, through the law we 
become conscious of our sin.”
 - Romans 3:20



2) God’s Law was given to expose our inability to keep 
God’s standard, not to help us achieve it (19-22)

7 What should we say then? Is the law sin? 
Absolutely not! But I would not have known sin 
if it were not for the law. For example, I would 
not have known what it is to covet if the law had 
not said, Do not covet. 8 And sin, seizing an 
opportunity through the 
commandment, produced in me coveting of 
every kind. For apart from the law sin is dead.
 - Romans 7:7-8
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C. Paul’s point: the Law’s inability to bring life 
clarifies our only hope of inheritance. 

“…so that the promise might be given on the basis of faith in Jesus Christ…”

 - Galatians 3.22
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Application

1) Allow God’s Law to bruise and break you.

2) Identify the unhealthy strategies you have 
learned to deal with guilt and shame. 

3) Develop a pattern of renewal based on promise 
rather than performance. 

 



Prayer of Examen
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