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ACKNOW LEDGEMENTS
◦ Fa ith  Ha s It s  Re a son s: In t e g ra t ive  

Ap p roa ch e s to  De fe n d in g  th e  Ch rist ia n  
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COURSE OUTLINE
◦ Ap olog e t ic  Me th od s

◦ Evid e n t ia l 

◦ P re su p p osit ion a l  

◦ Ecle ct ic  (Exp e rie n t ia l) 

◦ Cla ssica l



COURSE OUTLINE
◦ Exa m in e

◦ De fin it ion

◦ Fou n d e rs 

◦ Me th od o log y

◦ St re n g th s

◦ W e a kn e sse s

◦ Cla ssica l Con n e c t ion



EVIDENITAL AP OLOGETICS
◦ De fin it ion  – u se  o f t a n g ib le  e vid e n ce  

to  a u th e n t ica t e  t h e  t ru th  c la im s o f 
t h e  Bib le
◦ Ta n g ib le  – sc ie n ce , h isto ry, 

a rch a e o log y, e t c .



EVIDENITAL AP OLOGETICS
◦ Fou n d e rs 

◦ Jose p h  Bu t le r
◦ Ja m e s Orr
◦ Rich a rd  Sw in b u rn e
◦ Josh  McDow e ll – Evid e n ce  th a t  De m a n d s 

a  Ve rd ic t
◦ Joh n  W a rw ick Mon tg om e ry – Fa ith  

Fou n d e d  on  Fa c t



EVIDENITAL AP OLOGETICS
◦ Me th od o log y

◦ P re scrip t ive
◦ Ut iliza t ion  o f sp e c ific  e vid e n ce  to  

a n sw e r t h e  d ou b t s/q u e st ion s o f 
op p on e n t s o f t h e  fa it h



EVIDENITAL AP OLOGETICS
◦ St re n g th s

◦ Scie n t ific  soc ie ty

◦ Fa ct s

◦ Com p e llin g

◦ Un b ia se d



EVIDENITAL AP OLOGETICS
◦ W e a kn e sse s

◦ Du e lin g  Fa c t s

◦ P ost -m od e rn  soc ie ty

◦ Ne ce ssity o f Fa ith  – He b re w s 11



EVIDENITAL AP OLOGETICS
◦ Cla ssica l Con n e c t ion

◦ Te le o log ica l De m on st ra t ion

◦ Au th e n t ica t ion  o f God ’s m e sse n g e rs

◦ Ne w  Te st a m e n t  Re lia b ilit y



P RESUP P OSITIONAL 
AP OLOGETICS

◦ De fin it ion  – p re m ise  th a t  w ith ou t  a n  
a cce p ta n ce  o f God ’s re ve la t ion  a s 
t ru e , t h e n  a  p e rson  re m a in s lost  a n d  
u n a b le  t o  a c tu a lly com p re h e n d  t ru th



P RESUP P OSITIONAL 
AP OLOGETICS

◦ Fou n d e rs 

◦ Joh n  Ca lvin  – Con ce rn in g  Sca n d a ls

◦ Corn e liu s Va n  Til – Ch rist ia n  
Ap o log e t ics

◦ Gre g  Ba h n se n



P RESUP P OSITIONAL 
AP OLOGETICS

◦ Me th od o log y

◦ P re su p p osit ion a l

◦ At ta cks t h e  p re su p p osit ion s o f t h e  
op p on e n t s w orld vie w , st a n d s firm ly 
on  God ’s re ve la t ion  



P RESUP P OSITIONAL 
AP OLOGETICS

◦ St re n g th s

◦ Rock so lid  on  God ’s re ve la t ion  a s 
t h e  u lt im a te  a u th orit y a n d  b a sis fo r 
a ll t ru th



P RESUP P OSITIONAL 
AP OLOGETICS

◦ W e a kn e sse s
◦ Illog ica l 
◦ In con sist e n t
◦ Arrog a n t
◦ Ae rop a g u s – Act s 17:19-34



P RESUP P OSITIONAL 
AP OLOGETICS

◦ Cla ssica l Con n e c t ion

◦ Mora l De m on st ra t ion

◦ Dr. Ja son  Lisle  – Ult im a te  P roof o f 
Cre a t ion



ECLECTIC AP OLOGETICS
◦ De fin it ion  – u se  o f e it h e r e xp e rie n ce , 

o r p re scrib e d  a n sw e rs, in  a n  a t t e m p t  
t o  d e fe n d  God , t h e  Bib le , o r o th e r 
a sp e c t s o f Ch rist ia n ity
◦ Op p on e n t ’s d e st in a t ion  vice  a n  

a p o log ist ’s d ire c t ion
◦ Fid e ism  – Fa ith  Alon e



ECLECTIC AP OLOGETICS
◦ Fou n d e rs 

◦ Te rtu llia n  - Ap o log e t icu m

◦ Sore n  Kie rke g a a rd

◦ C. Ste p h e n  Eva n s – Fa ith  Be yon d  
Re a son

◦ Scop e ’s Mon ke y Tria l



ECLECTIC AP OLOGETICS
◦ Me th od o log y

◦ P u zzlin g

◦ At te m p t  t o  u t ilize  e xp e rie n ce , o r 
p re scrib e d  a n sw e rs in  re sp on se  to  
t h e  op p on e n t ’s ch a lle n g e  o r d ou b t  
w ith ou t  p la n  o r st ra t e g y 



ECLECTIC AP OLOGETICS
◦ St re n g th s

◦ P e rson a l

◦ P ote n t ia lly ve ry p a ssion a te  & e a rn e st



ECLECTIC AP OLOGETICS
◦ W e a kn e sse s

◦ No st ra t e g y

◦ P rove rb s 16:1 

◦ No p re p a ra t ion

◦ 2 Tim oth y 2:15



ECLECTIC AP OLOGETICS
◦ Cla ssica l Con n e c t ion

◦ Exe m p lifica t ion



CLASSICAL AP OLOGETICS
◦ De fin it ion  – u se  o f p h ilosop h y a n d  

d e d u ct ive  re a son in g  to  d e m on st ra t e  
t h e  va lid ity o f t h e  Bib le ’s t ru th  c la im s



CLASSICAL AP OLOGETICS
◦ Fou n d e rs

◦ Th om a s Aq u in a s

◦ C. S. Le w is - va riou s

◦ Norm a n  Ge isle r

◦ W illia m  La n e  Cra ig

◦ R. C. Sp rou l – Cla ssica l Ap o log e t ics



CLASSICAL AP OLOGETICS
◦ Me th od o log y

◦ P h ilosop h ica l p rin c ip le s
◦ En g a g e m e n t
◦ Exp la n a t ion

◦ De d u ct ive  Re a son in g
◦ P h ilosop h y
◦ Evid e n ce
◦ Bib lica l Fou n d a t ion

◦ Exe m p lifica t ion



CLASSICAL AP OLOGETICS
◦ St re n g th s

◦ 37 Le sson s



CLASSICAL AP OLOGETICS
◦ W e a kn e sse s

◦ La ck of p h ilosop h ica l th in kin g
◦ Elit ist  P e rce p t ion



CLASSICAL AP OLOGETICS
◦ Cla ssica l Con n e c t ion  – 37 w e e ks o f le a rn in g



ENDING EXHORTATION
◦ TRUTH MATTERS

◦ “Th e  h ou r is  com in g , a n d  n ow  is, w h e n  th e  t ru e  
w orsh ip e rs w ill w orsh ip  th e  Fa th e r in sp irit a n d  
t ru th ; fo r th e  Fa th e r is  se e kin g  su ch  to  w orsh ip  
Him . God is Sp irit , a n d  th ose  w h o  w orsh ip  Him  
m u st w orsh ip  in  sp irit  a n d  t ru th .” Joh n  4 :24  NKJV



QUESTIONS?

◦ On lin e  Arm in g  Ap o log ist s
◦ Book Ord e r
◦ 37 to  g o…..
◦ Th a n k you



Arming Apologists lesson 3: 

Apologetic methods 
 

Evidential Apologetics: 

 Utilizes _______________ to defend God’s truth. 

It is ________________ with specific answers for various questions. 

 Its primary strength lies within the _____________________ of facts. 

 Its fundamental weakness involves the inevitability of ____________ facts.  

 

Presuppositional Apologetics: 

 Demands _____________ of God’s truth as the pre-condition of knowledge. 

It is ________________ with biases as the foundational issue of contention.  

 Its primary strength lies within its _________________ on God’s revelation. 

 Its fundamental weakness includes its unavoidable _________________.  

 

Eclectic Apologetics: 

 Provides _______________ to defend God’s truth. 

It is ________________ because it lacks structure and direction. 

 Its primary strength lies within its potential for _____________________ . 

 Its fundamental weakness – isolating ____________ from facts and reason.  

 

 

 



Classical Apologetics: 

 Demonstrates God’s truth through a foundation of ___________________. 

It is ________________ using reasoning and principles to engage skeptics.  

 Its primary strength lies within its ________________ to biblical directives. 

 Its fundamental weakness is imagined to be its ______________________.  



ARMING ApoloGIsts lEssoN 3: 

ApoloGEtIc MEthods hoMEWoRK 
 

1. Does apologetics really require a methodology? Won’t God ensure I speak His truth i.e. Luke 
10:8-12?   

  

  

  

  

  

 

2. How do passages like Proverbs 16:1 & 21:31 relate to apologetics?   

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

3. The apostle Paul’s interaction with the unbeliever’s at Aeropagus demonstrates the need to 
engage unbelievers with their worldview as the doorway. What unbelieving genre have I been 
called to engage? How am I preparing to “open the door” to the Gospel presentation?   

  

  

  

  

  



  

  

  

  

  

 

Notecards: 

1 – Spirit & Truth / John 4:21-26   

2 – Truth Matters /   
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