
1 Kings 18:20-40



1Ki 18:20-21  So Ahab sent unto all the children
of Israel, and gathered the prophets together
unto mount Carmel.  (21)  And Elijah came unto
all the people, and said, How long halt ye
between two opinions? if the LORD be God,
follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the
people answered him not a word.  

Like a lame man hobbling from
side to side

Ahab?
One in a long line for extremely evil kings in Israel;
in fact the worst of them all (I Kings 16:30). Married
the pagan Jezebel and worshiped false gods.



1Ki 18:22-25  Then said Elijah unto the people,
I, even I only, remain a prophet of the LORD;
but Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty
men.  (23)  Let them therefore give us two
bullocks; and let them choose one bullock for
themselves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on
wood, and put no fire under: and I will dress
the other bullock, and lay it on wood, and put
no fire under:  (24)  And call ye on the name of
your gods, and I will call on the name of the
LORD: and the God that answereth by fire, let
him be God. And all the people answered and
said, It is well spoken.  (25)  And Elijah said
unto the prophets of Baal, Choose you one
bullock for yourselves, and dress it first; for ye
are many; and call on the name of your gods,
but put no fire under.



And so the Prophets of Baal
Who was Baal?

Fertility God, production of crops and of people.
Most popular of the Canaanites.
Also (Spoiler) not real....

They did the prep work (26)
"O Baal answer us..." Morning till noon.
Elijah mocks them, (27) "he is musing, or he is
relieving himself, or he is on a journey, or
perhaps he is asleep and must be awakened."
Then they get really crazy (28) cutting
themselves and crying till evening... still nothing.



1Ki 18:28-29  And they cried aloud and cut
themselves after their custom with swords
and lances, until the blood gushed out
upon them.  (29)  And as midday passed,
they raved on until the time of the offering
of the oblation, but there was no voice. No
one answered; no one paid attention.







1Ki 18:39  And when all the
people saw it, they fell on their
faces and said, “The LORD, he is
God; the LORD, he is God.”

John 12:32  "If I be lifted up from the
earth, will draw all men unto myself..."

The Question is how will He be lifted up... who
are the Elijah's of our day, repairing the altar and
calling down the fire of God.



We can accomplish amazing things
We demonstrate our allegiance
We magnify the importance of His will

Droughts
Broken Altars
False gods and false prophets
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