The Final Authority
Study #14 2/03/19
Matt 24:15-16 – “whoso readeth”
15 When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in
the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)
16 Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains:
This references the time of Daniel, the cross, and the Trib
This will be read in the Trib period.
Luke 4:16-21 – Reading a copy of Isaiah
16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into the
synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read.
17 And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the
book, he found the place where it was written,
18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he
hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight
to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,
19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.
20 And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them
that were in the synagogue were fastened on him.
21 And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.
Acts 8:26 ¶ And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the south unto the
way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert.
27 And he arose and went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority under Candace
queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her treasure, and had come to Jerusalem for to
worship,
28 Was returning, and sitting in his chariot read Esaias the prophet.
The Ethiopian had a copy of Isaiah
Vs 37 is left out or placed in brackets
37 And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.
Acts15:21 – “every city”
21 For Moses of old time hath in every city them that preach him, being read in the synagogues every
sabbath day.
Acts 18:24 -There were copies all over
24 ¶ And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, and mighty in the
scriptures, came to Ephesus.
II Tim 3:14-16
Holy Scriptures – copies

Vs 16 “All scripture” in context refers to the copies
God preserves His Word through a multiplicity of accurate copies that are available to all believers and
that are authoritative as the originals
The People of Preservation
Old Testament
God oversees the preserving of His Word
Ex 34 – Moses writes the 2nd tables
Deut 31:24-26 – Levites (Not to Joshua, he had a different role)
24 And it came to pass, when Moses had made an end of writing the words of this law in a book, until
they were finished,
25 That Moses commanded the Levites, which bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD, saying,
26 Take this book of the law, and put it in the side of the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, that
it may be there for a witness against thee.
The Levites had a specific role concerning the Words of God
To keep it
Deut 10:8 At that time the LORD separated the tribe of Levi, to bear the ark of the covenant of the
LORD, to stand before the LORD to minister unto him, and to bless in his name, unto this day.
To teach it
Deut 31:10-12
10 And Moses commanded them, saying, At the end of every seven years, in the solemnity of the year
of release, in the feast of tabernacles,
11 When all Israel is come to appear before the LORD thy God in the place which he shall choose, thou
shalt read this law before all Israel in their hearing.
12 Gather the people together, men, and women, and children, and thy stranger that is within thy
gates, that they may hear, and that they may learn, and fear the LORD your God, and observe to do all
the words of this law:
The function of the priest
Mal 2:4-7
4 And ye shall know that I have sent this commandment unto you, that my covenant might be with Levi,
saith the LORD of hosts.
5 My covenant was with him of life and peace; and I gave them to him for the fear wherewith he feared
me, and was afraid before my name.
6 The law of truth was in his mouth, and iniquity was not found in his lips: he walked with me in peace
and equity, and did turn many away from iniquity.
7 For the priest's lips should keep knowledge, and they should seek the law at his mouth: for he is the
messenger of the LORD of hosts.
The failure of the priest
Mal 2:8 But ye are departed out of the way; ye have caused many to stumble at the law; ye have
corrupted the covenant of Levi, saith the LORD of hosts.

The priests and prophets corrupted for money
Micah 3:8-11
8 ¶ But truly I am full of power by the spirit of the LORD, and of judgment, and of might, to declare unto
Jacob his transgression, and to Israel his sin.
9 Hear this, I pray you, ye heads of the house of Jacob, and princes of the house of Israel, that abhor
judgment, and pervert all equity.
10 They build up Zion with blood, and Jerusalem with iniquity.
11 The heads thereof judge for reward, and the priests thereof teach for hire, and the prophets thereof
divine for money: yet will they lean upon the LORD, and say, Is not the LORD among us? none evil can
come upon us.
Did their corruption corrupt the preservation?
Micah 1:1 – the faithful scribes of Hezekiah
1 ¶ The word of the LORD that came to Micah the Morasthite in the days of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah,
kings of Judah, which he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem.
Prov 25:1
The scribes would collect, copy and distribute the Word of God
David’s scribe
II Sam 8: 15 ¶ And David reigned over all Israel; and David executed judgment and justice unto all his
people.
16 And Joab the son of Zeruiah was over the host; and Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was recorder;
17 And Zadok the son of Ahitub, and Ahimelech the son of Abiathar, were the priests; and Seraiah was
the scribe;

