
The Final Authority 

Study #12 1/6/18 

Matt 22:31- “That which was spoken unto you by God” 

The copies of the original manuscripts are used in preservation 

 31 But as touching the resurrection of the dead, have ye not read that which was spoken unto you by 

God, saying, 

 

They were reading copies 

The originals would have been worshiped 

 

II Kings 18:4 – “brazen serpent” 

 4 He removed the high places, and brake the images, and cut down the groves, and brake in pieces the 

brasen serpent that Moses had made: for unto those days the children of Israel did burn incense to it: 

and he called it Nehushtan.  

 

Textual criticism – people trying to reconstruct the original manuscripts 

The problem is that the scholar becomes the authority 

The mindset is that older is better because the original is the authority 

 

Preservation deals with the copies 

Older vs majority manuscript views 

Which one does the Bible itself teach? 

  

Ex 31:18 – the original (the “original” original) 

18 And he gave unto Moses, when he had made an end of communing with him upon mount Sinai, two 

tables of testimony, tables of stone, written with the finger of God. 

 

Ex 32:15-19 – no judgment for the destruction of the 2 tables 

 15 ¶ And Moses turned, and went down from the mount, and the two tables of the testimony were in 

his hand: the tables were written on both their sides; on the one side and on the other were they 

written. 

 16 And the tables were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God, graven upon the 

tables. 

 17 And when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said unto Moses, There is a 

noise of war in the camp. 

 18 And he said, It is not the voice of them that shout for mastery, neither is it the voice of them that cry 

for being overcome: but the noise of them that sing do I hear.  

 19 And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto the camp, that he saw the calf, and the dancing: 

and Moses' anger waxed hot, and he cast the tables out of his hands, and brake them beneath the 

mount. 

 

Ex 34:1-4, 27-28 – Moses made the second  

1 ¶ And the LORD said unto Moses, Hew thee two tables of stone like unto the first: and I will write 

upon these tables the words that were in the first tables, which thou brakest. 



 2 And be ready in the morning, and come up in the morning unto mount Sinai, and present thyself there 

to me in the top of the mount. 

 3 And no man shall come up with thee, neither let any man be seen throughout all the mount; neither 

let the flocks nor herds feed before that mount. 

 4 And he hewed two tables of stone like unto the first; and Moses rose up early in the morning, and 

went up unto mount Sinai, as the LORD had commanded him, and took in his hand the two tables of 

stone. 

27 And the LORD said unto Moses, Write thou these words: for after the tenor of these words I have 

made a covenant with thee and with Israel. 

 28 ¶ And he was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights; he did neither eat bread, nor drink 

water. And he wrote upon the tables the words of the covenant, the ten commandments. 

 

Jer 36:1-8,  

1 ¶ And it came to pass in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, that this word 

came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, 

 2 Take thee a roll of a book, and write therein all the words that I have spoken unto thee against Israel, 

and against Judah, and against all the nations, from the day I spake unto thee, from the days of Josiah, 

even unto this day. 

 3 It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the evil which I purpose to do unto them; that they may 

return every man from his evil way; that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin. 

 4 Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah: and Baruch wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah all the 

words of the LORD, which he had spoken unto him, upon a roll of a book. 

 5 And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying, I am shut up; I cannot go into the house of the LORD: 

 6 Therefore go thou, and read in the roll, which thou hast written from my mouth, the words of the 

LORD in the ears of the people in the LORD'S house upon the fasting day: and also thou shalt read them 

in the ears of all Judah that come out of their cities. 

 7 It may be they will present their supplication before the LORD, and will return every one from his evil 

way: for great is the anger and the fury that the LORD hath pronounced against this people.  

 8 And Baruch the son of Neriah did according to all that Jeremiah the prophet commanded him, reading 

in the book the words of the LORD in the LORD'S house. 

 

14 Therefore all the princes sent Jehudi the son of Nethaniah, the son of Shelemiah, the son of Cushi, 

unto Baruch, saying, Take in thine hand the roll wherein thou hast read in the ears of the people, and 

come. So Baruch the son of Neriah took the roll in his hand, and came unto them. 

 15 And they said unto him, Sit down now, and read it in our ears. So Baruch read it in their ears. 

 16 Now it came to pass, when they had heard all the words, they were afraid both one and other, and 

said unto Baruch, We will surely tell the king of all these words. 

 

21 So the king sent Jehudi to fetch the roll: and he took it out of Elishama the scribe's chamber. And 

Jehudi read it in the ears of the king, and in the ears of all the princes which stood beside the king. 

 22 Now the king sat in the winterhouse in the ninth month: and there was a fire on the hearth burning 

before him. 



 23 And it came to pass, that when Jehudi had read three or four leaves, he cut it with the penknife, and 

cast it into the fire that was on the hearth, until all the roll was consumed in the fire that was on the 

hearth. 

 24 Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their garments, neither the king, nor any of his servants that heard 

all these words. 

 25 Nevertheless Elnathan and Delaiah and Gemariah had made intercession to the king that he would 

not burn the roll: but he would not hear them. 

 26 But the king commanded Jerahmeel the son of Hammelech, and Seraiah the son of Azriel, and 

Shelemiah the son of Abdeel, to take Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the prophet: but the LORD hid 

them.  

 27 Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, after that the king had burned the roll, and the words 

which Baruch wrote at the mouth of Jeremiah, saying, 

 28 Take thee again another roll, and write in it all the former words that were in the first roll, which 

Jehoiakim the king of Judah hath burned. 

 

32 Then took Jeremiah another roll, and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah; who wrote 

therein from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the book which Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned 

in the fire: and there were added besides unto them many like words.  

God allowed the original to be burned 

There are no originals left 

There was added in vs 32 additional revelation to what was there before 

  

 

 


