Sunday
Centerpoint

Key Takeaways:

1.Spiritual maturity doesn't happen automatically—it requires intentional spiritual disciplines.

2.Satan’s temptations often go deeper than surface desires—they attack our identity, trust in
God, and willingness to do the work.

3.Jesus resisted temptation because He practiced spiritual disciplines—fasting, prayer,
Scripture, and obedience to the Spirit.

4.We are Gomer, not Hosea—God pursues us despite our spiritual immaturity, and His love
motivates our growth.

5.Fasting helps us deny physical desires to make room for God's spiritual desires.

Discussion Questions:

1.,What parallels do you notice between Jesus' temptation in the wilderness and the Israelites’
experience? How does Jesus succeed where the Israelites failed?

2.The sermon identified three temptations: physical needs, protection, and power. Which of
these temptations do you find most relatable in your own life? Why?

3.What was the "temptation underneath the temptation” in each case? How does Satan'’s
strategy go deeper than surface-level desires?

4.Jason used the metaphor of a "pacifier in your mouth” to describe spiritual immaturity. If
you're comfortable sharing, what might be a "pacifier” in your spiritual life—something you're
holding onto that keeps you from maturing?

5.Which spiritual discipline do you find most challenging? (Examples: prayer, Scripture reading,
fasting, solitude, Sabbath, tithing, silence). What makes it difficult for you? What might
happen if you committed to practicing it regularly?

6.Reflect on the Hosea and Gomer story. How does it change your perspective to realize you
are Gomer (the one pursued) rather than Hosea (the pursuer)? How does this truth motivate
you toward spiritual growth?

7.Have you ever wanted "spiritual maturity without the work”? Share about a time when you
wanted the shortcut to spiritual growth. What was the result?

Practical Applications:
1.l1dentify one spiritual discipline you've been neglecting and commit to practicing it 3 times
this week.
2.Memorize one verse that Jesus used against temptation (Deuteronomy 8:3, 6:16, or 6:13).
3.Examine your life for "spiritual pacifiers”"—areas where you're acting spiritually immature
despite being a Christian for years.



