Sunday
Centerpoint

Key Takeaways:

1.Passion propels people to proclaim: When we're truly passionate about Jesus, we naturally talk about
Him

2.Spiritual wealth matters more than material wealth: God values righteousness over riches

3.God uses people of all ages & stages: Anna was 84; God doesn't call the qualified, He qualifies the
called

4.Suffering can deepen our relationship with God: Anna responded to loss with prayer & fasting

5.Live in hopeful anticipation of Christ's return: Like Simeon, actively expect Jesus could return today

6.Talking about Jesus should be as natural as talking about a friend

Discussion Questions:

1.Anna’s Background: Anna was a widow who spent decades in the temple worshiping through prayer
and fasting (Luke 2:36-37). What does her response to loss and suffering teach us about turning to
God in difficult times?

2.Simeon's Anticipation: Before we meet Anna, we read about Simeon who was "waiting for the
consolation of Israel” (Luke 2:25). How does living in hopeful anticipation of Christ's return differ from
just intellectually believing He'll come back someday?

3.Mary and Joseph's Sacrifice: The sermon pointed out that Mary and Joseph brought the offering of
the poor (turtle doves instead of a lamb). What does this detail tell us about God's values versus
cultural values around wealth and status?

4.Spiritual Wealth vs. Material Wealth: Have you ever felt "less than" because of financial
circumstances? How does the example of Mary, Joseph, and Anna challenge the idea that material
wealth equals God's blessing or righteousness?

5.Prayer and Fasting in Suffering: Anna responded to her widowhood with prayer and fasting "night and
day.” When you face pain or suffering, what is your typical first response? How can you make prayer
and fasting a more natural response?

6.Everyday Evangelism: The sermon challenged the idea that sharing Jesus requires formal, intimidating
settings. How comfortable are you mentioning Jesus in everyday conversation? What makes it
difficult? What would make it more natural?

7.Hopeful Anticipation: When did you last pray “Jesus, come quickly” or lived with urgency about His
return? How would your daily life look different if you truly believed Jesus could return today?

8.Passion Assessment: On a scale of 1-10, how passionate are you about Jesus right now? What factors
have increased or decreased that passion recently?

Practical Applications:
1.Spend 15 minutes daily in prayer asking God to renew your love for Jesus
2.Read through one of the Gospels (Mark is shortest) looking for things about Jesus that excite you
3.Journal about what Jesus has done in your life that you're grateful for
4.Fast one meal and spend that time in prayer
5.Listen to worship music that focuses on who Jesus is



