Sunday
Centerpoint

Key Takeaway:

1.Being a Christian means following Jesus - not just attending church, behaving morally, or
believing correct doctrines, but actively following Jesus as both Savior and Lord.

2.Being "poor in spirit”" means recognizing our complete dependence on God - understanding
that we bring nothing to God but need and receive everything from Him by grace.

3.There's a difference between "God in concept” and "God in reality” - A God concept fits into
our existing beliefs and agendas; the real God transforms our entire life and agenda.

4.When God's glory has weight in your life, everything else must move - Encountering the real
God causes us to rearrange our priorities, preferences, and plans around His agenda.

Discussion Questions:

1.Jason mentioned three common misconceptions about what it means to be a Christian
(attending church, living a good life, believing right doctrines). Why are these insufficient on
their own? What's missing?

2.What does the phrase "poor in spirit” or "blessed are the beggars” mean to you after hearing
this sermon? How does this differ from what you previously thought?

3.When have you experienced the difference between having a "God concept” versus
encountering "God in reality”? What changed in your life as a result?

4.Jason said, "When God's glory has weight on your life, everything else has to move.” What
are some areas of your life where God's glory might be calling you to make room by moving
other things aside?

5.1saiah’s response to God's call was immediate: "Here | am, send me.” What might be holding
you back from responding to God with that same willingness?

6.Timothy Keller said we often try to fit God into our existing agendas rather than making God
our new agenda. What does this look like practically? Can you identify areas where you
might be doing this?

7.The sermon mentioned people who feel God owes them something because of how they've
lived. Why is this problematic? How does being "poor in spirit” protect us from this mindset?

Practical Applications:
1.Pray this prayer every day this week: "God, reveal to me where | have made you small and
show me the real you in its place.”
a.Set a specific time each day to pray this prayer
b.Journal about what God reveals to you
2.ldentify one area where you've been trying to fit God into your agenda rather than
submitting to His agenda. What would it look like to surrender this area to God this week?
3.Practice humility; acknowledge dependence on God in a specific situation you're facing.
Instead of asking "God, how can you serve me?" ask "God, what do you want from me?"



