14How, then, can they call on the one they
have not believed in? And how can they
believe in the one of whom they have not
heard? And how can they hear without
someone preaching to them?



15And how can anyone preach unless they
are sent? As it is written: “"How beautiful
are the feet of those who bring good news!”



Who Needs The Gospel?

Larry Cline — Hardin Valley Church Of Christ — 3/24/19



It has always been my ambition to preach
the gospel where Christ was not known,
so that | would not be building on

someone else’s foundation.

(Romans 15:20)
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Spain scenario #2, 65 AD

Paul winters at Nicopolis (Tit 3:12) then visits Spain. Because of
timing (Trophimus: 2 Tim 4:20) Paul must make a second post-
Acts 28 visit though Melitus - Troas - Corinth. Then arrested
and Martyred at Rome.

SPAIN
(Hispania e

Dalmatia s~ -

Spain scenario #1, 63 AD \ Lem=t THRA
If Paul went to Spain from =" A S < Cg
Rome it was immediately ON S

after his release from the ACED Fhilippt

Acts 28 imprisonment. But Thessalonica

his stated plans while in

prison, (Phili 2:24; Philemon 22)

make this very unlikely.

— 66 AD
> To Melitus - Troas - Corinth

64 AD Then arrested
Then killed at Rome

s « Ephesus
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The Two Most Likely Scenarios: ’ S LYCIA
Single trip through Asia: [63-65 AD]

Paul writcs Eph (3:1:4:1;6:20) Col (4:18) Phil (1:13) Philcmon (1:10) from Rome

while in prison near end of 2 year, (61-63 AD) imprisonment.

Paul released after 2 year imprisonment in Rome: Acts 28 [63 AD|

Paul passcs through Crete and Icaves Titus there: Tit 1:5

Timothy comes down from Ephesus and meets Paul at Miletus: 1 Tim 1:3 2 Tim 4:20 o
Timothy returns to Ephesus (Paul never visits Ephesus again: Acts 28:37) ]
Paul departs for Macedonia: 1 Tim 1:3, possibly via Colossac: Phile 22

Paul leaves Trophimus sick at Miletus: 2 Tim 4:20

Paul visits Philippi: Phil 2:24

Paul writes 1 Timothy & Titus from Corinth. lcaving Erastus there: 2 Tim 4:20 b
while telling Timothy he planned to visit him again in Ephesus area: 1 Tim 4:13.

10. Paul told Titus he planned to winter in Nicopolis: Tit 3:12

11. Paul is arrested about this time at Corinth or Nicopolis and taken to Rome

12. Paul writes 2 Timothy from Rome and was martyred soon after. 65

Double trip through Asia: [65-66 AD]

Same route as above down to Corinth except for all the references in 2 Timothy
(Crete - Milctus - Colossac - Philippi - Corinth)

. Paul then tells Timothy from Corinth he would visit Ephesus area again: 1 Tim 4:13.
Paul tells Titus from Corinth to meet him at Nicopolis where they both winter: Tit 3:12

. If Paul went to Spain, he spent onc year, then afterwards went to Milctus in 66 AD.

. If Paul didn't go to Spain, he departs for Miletus in the spring of 65 AD.

. All 2 Timothy references are part of this second trip through Asia: Miletus (4:20) then
Troas (4:13) then Corinth (4:20)

. Next we find Paul in prison at Rome where he writes 2 Timothy.

. Paul is martyred in 66 AD (67 AD if he visited Spain).

—
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Paul’'s desire is to get to Spain &
he needs the church in Rome
to help him get there

N\



What Happens To
People Who Never Hear
The Gospel?




Seven Truths From
Romans:




TRUTH NUMBER ONE

All people have knowledge
of God the father.




The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven
against all the godlessness and wickedness of people,

who suppress the truth by their wickedness,
(Romans 1:18)

For although they knew God, they neither glorified him
as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking

became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.
(Romans 1:21)



TRUTH NUMBER TWO

All people reiect the true
knowledge of God.




21For although they knew God, they neither glorified
Him as God nor gave thanks to Him, but their thinking
became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.
22Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools
23and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for
Images made to look like a mortal human being and
birds and animals and reptiles.2*Therefore God gave
them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual
impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one

another. 2°They exchanged the truth about God for a lie.
(Romans 1:21-25a)




TRUTH NUMBER THREE

There are no innocent people.




‘What shall we conclude then? Do we have any
advantage? Not at all! For we have already made
the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all
under the power of sin. 9As it is written: “There is
no one righteous, not even one; ""there is no one
who understands; there is no one who seeks
God. ?All have turned away, they have together
become worthless; there is no one who

does good, not even one.”
(Romans 3:9-12)




What happens to the innocent guy in
Africa who has never heard the gospel?

That guy does NOT exist.

N\



The reason they need to hear the
gospel is because at this moment they
stand guilty before a holy God.

N\




The reality is every single one of us
IS guilty before a holy God.
There are no innocent people
in the world.

N\



TRUTH NUMBER FOUR

All people then are condemned
by reiecting God.




Now we know that whatever the law says,
it says to those who are under the law,
So that every mouth may be silenced and
the whole world held accountable to God.

(Romans 3:19)




No one is saved by the law.
Our best effort even
condemns us more.

N\



Common idea...
If people have never heard the gospel,
God would never send them to hell.

They aren’t rejected for not hearing the
gospel, they are condemned
fundamentally for rejecting God.




Great Transition!

21But now apart from the law the
righteousness of God has been made known,
to which the Law and the Prophets testify.
22This righteousness is given through faith in
Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no
difference between Jew and Gentile, 23for all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

\ (Romans 3:21-23)




TRUTH NUMBER FIVE

God has made a way
of salvation for the lost.




“A sacrifice of atonement”
What that demonstrated

beautiful His justice...
words. .. God put Him forward as a
propitiation by His blood.




God took the full torrent of the wrath
of God upon Himself and made

N\

a way of salvation for us!




TRUTH NUMBER SIX

People cannot come to God
apart from faith in Christ.




No Boasting

Romans 3:27-31
2’"Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded.
Because of what law? The law that requires
works? No, because of the law that requires
faith. 28For we maintain that a person is justified
by faith apart from the works of the law.

N\




290r is God the God of Jews
only? Is he not the God of
Gentiles too? Yes, of Gentiles
too, 3Ysince there is only one God,
who will justify the circumcised by
faith and the uncircumcised
through that same faith.
31Do we, then, nullify the law by
this faith? Not at all! Rather,
we uphold the law.

A man

IS justified
by faith
apart from
observing
the law.



If God has made a way for the lost
through Christ and people cannot come
to God apart from faith in Christ then
it's excruciating to think of 1.5 million
people who have not heard of Christ.

N\




TRUTH NUMBER SEVEN

Christ commands the church
to take the gospel to preach
the gospel to all peoples.




For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile,
the same Lord is Lord of all

and richly blesses all who call on him,
(Romans 10:12)

"4“How, then, can they call on the one they have not
believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom
they have not heard? And how can they hear without
someone preaching to them? >And how can anyone

preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How

beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”
(Romans 10:14-15)



Note the reverse order

This verse is not about Paul’s rhetorical skill

but about God’s redemptive plan.

It's about how the gospel
IS to get to the ends of the earth.




SAnd how can anyone preach unless they are
sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the
feet of those who bring good news!”



SAnd how can anyone preach unless they are
sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the
feet of those who bring good news!”



"SAnd how can anyone preach unless they are
sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the
feet of those who bring good news!”



When we preach what happens?

"4“How, then, can they call on the one they have
not believed in? And how can they believe in the
one of whom they have not heard? And how can

they hear without someone preaching to them?

N\




What happens when they hear?

"4“How, then, can they call on the one they have
not believed in? And how can they believe in the
one of whom they have not heard? And how can

they hear without someone preaching to them?

N\




Not all but some

dAfter this | looked, and there before me was a great
multitude that no one could count, from every nation,
tribe, people and language, standing before the throne
and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes
and were holding palm branches in their hands. "°And
they cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation belongs to our

God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.”
(Revelations 7:9-10)




What happens when they believe on HiIm?

"4“How, then, can they call on the one they have
not believed in? And how can they believe in the
one of whom they have not heard? And how can

they hear without someone preaching to them?

N\




What happens when they call?

So what’'s God’s plan?

Where is the potential breakdown??

N\




God in His infinite wisdom
has made you and me
“Plan A” for getting the
gospel to all people!




The reality is you can look through the
book of Acts... you won't find one verse
there the gospel is going forward apart

from a human instrument.




Most common
question | hear...

“What is God’s will
for my life?”



