Sunday
Centerpoint

Key Takeaway:

1.Jesus is after heart transformation, not just behavior modification. Jesus takes the sixth
commandment beyond the act of murder and addresses the unchecked anger that lives in the
heart. Our actions faithfully reveal what is in the heart.

2.0ur vertical relationship with God is directly connected to our horizontal relationships with
others. Worship before reconciliation is religion without relationship. We cannot
compartmentalize our faith from the rest of our lives.

3.Forgiveness and reconciliation are not the same thing. Forgiveness requires one person.
Reconciliation requires two. Jesus took the first step by offering forgiveness through the cross,
and he relentlessly pursues reconciliation with us. We are called to do the same with others.

4. We must settle matters quickly. When we delay reconciliation, we give anger the opportunity to
ferment into bitterness and resentment, and we give the enemy a foothold in our hearts.

5.Understanding the debt we have been forgiven of makes it easier to extend grace to others.
Matthew 18 warns against accepting God's grace vertically yet refusing to extend it horizontally.

Discussion Questions:

1.The pastor opened by acknowledging that some people had a rough week. How do you typically
respond when life is hard and community feels difficult? What made you show up today?

2.The pastor referenced Dallas Willard's statement that "actions do not emerge from nothing. They
faithfully reveal what is in the heart.” Do you agree with this? Can you think of a time when your
actions revealed something about the condition of your heart that surprised you?

3.Jesus tells his listeners in Matthew 5:23-24 to leave their offering at the altar and go reconcile
with a brother or sister first. What does this say about the priority God places on our
relationships with one another?

4.The parable in Matthew 18:23-35 describes a servant who is forgiven an astronomically large debt
but refuses to extend even a small measure of forgiveness to someone else. Why do you think it
is so easy to forget the magnitude of what we have been forgiven?

5.The pastor said, "Sometimes | wonder if we hoard God's grace and don't extend it to others, |
wonder if we even understand and have God'’s grace to begin with.” How does that statement sit
with you? Is it challenging, convicting, or something else?

6.What is the difference between forgiving someone and being reconciled with them? Why does
that distinction matter practically?

7.The pastor introduced the idea of a "person reset,” approaching someone with a fresh start and
no baggage attached to the interaction. Is there a relationship in your life where this kind of reset
feels both necessary and possible? What would it take to get there?

Practical Applications:
1.Do a person reset. |dentify the person who came to mind during the sermon. Before the week is
out, reach out to them with a phone call, a text, or a face-to-face conversation. Be the one to
make the first move.
2.Settle something quickly. If there is a conflict or tension in a relationship that you have been
putting off addressing, commit to addressing it this week before it has more time to fester.
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