Sunday
Centerpoint

Key Takeaways:
1.Christian hope is not just a dream—it is a promise that redeems.
2.Biblical hope isn't a wish, but a promise we can count on.
3.Christian hope looks back at the risen Jesus in order to look forward.
4.We can endure present suffering because of our future hope in Christ.
5.We are called to share the hope of Jesus with a broken, dark world.

Discussion Questions:

1.The Opening lllustration: In It's a Wonderful Life, God tells Clarence that George Bailey isn't
sick but "worse—he's discouraged.” Why do you think discouragement can sometimes be
worse than physical illness?

2.Two Types of Hope: Paul discusses hope for the world (creation) and hope for individuals.
How are these two types of hope connected? How are they different?

3.Biblical Hope vs. Worldly Hope: The sermon stated, "Biblical hope isn't a wish, but a promise.”
What's the practical difference between hoping for something and having a promise of
something? How does this change how we face difficulties?

4.The Horseshoe Bend Story: Jason described seeing incredible beauty that others missed.
How does this illustrate God's perspective on our current world versus the world to come?
What might we be missing about God's ultimate plan?

5.Your Dark Places: Where are you experiencing darkness, discouragement, or despair in your
life right now? How might Christian hope speak into that situation?

6.Endurance Through Hope: The MrBeast illustration showed how future promises help us
endure present difficulties. Can you share a time when hope in God's promises helped you
persevere through a hard season?

7.Hope-Based Living: Timothy Keller said we are "hope-based creatures” controlled by what
we think will happen later. How does your understanding of your ultimate future with God
affect how you live today?

Practical Applications:

1.l1dentify one area of discouragement in your life and spend time in prayer, asking God to give
you His perspective and hope for that situation.

2.Memorize Romans 8:24-25 and meditate on it when you feel discouraged this week.

3.Think of someone you know who is going through a dark time. Reach out to them this week.

4.Share how Jesus has given you hope with someone who doesn’'t know Christ.

5.Participate in one of the church’s hope-giving ministries mentioned: Christmas in the Valley,
Angel Trees, or the Food Pantry.

6.Pray specifically for those in your community who are experiencing discouragement and
darkness this Christmas season.



