Reedy Fork Baptist Church
Wednesday, April 9, 2025
BIBLE STUDY

Theme: “When The Savior Is Substituted”

SCRIPTURE Matthew 27: 27-37 (NIV)

27Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the
whole company of soldiers around him.

28They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him,

29 and then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff
in his right hand. Then they knelt in front of him and mocked him. “Hail, king of the
Jews!” they said.

30They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on the head again and again.

31 After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on him.
Then they led him away to crucify him.

32 As they were going out, they met a man from Cyrene, named Simon, and they
forced him to carry the cross.

33They came to a place called Golgotha (which means “the place of the skull”).

34There they offered Jesus wine to drink, mixed with gall; but after tasting it, he
refused to drink it.

35When they had crucified him, they divided up his clothes by casting lots.
36 And sitting down, they kept watch over him there.

37 Above his head they placed the written charge against him: THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF
THE JEWS.

. Key Words:
e Substitute

e Cross



Il. People, Places, & Time:
e Jesus Christ
e Simon of Cyrene

e Golgotha

lll. Background:

In Matthew 27-28 we read about Jesus Christ's terrible suffering and painful death
for all mankind and about His Resurrection. Matthew showed how these events and
others leading up to it fulfilled prophecy. After experiencing ridicule, trials, and

abuse at the hands of Roman soldiers, Jesus Christ was crucified.

IV. In Depth:
1. Lesson Emphasis #1: When You Substitute for the Savior, the Plan
May Come Quite Unexpectedly.

A. It may come with no advance warning.
The last thing Simon of Cyrene had planned to do was carry a cross.
He may have just arrived in Jerusalem and not had any idea of what was
going on when he joined the crowd that lined the street as Jesus carried his
cross to the place of execution.
We hardly ever get much of an advance notice or warning about how we
can substitute for the Savior.

B. It may change your plans.
We have no idea what Simon'’s plan was.
We don't really know why he had come to Jerusalem or what he had
planned to accomplish during his visit there.
But we can be sure that his plans were radically changed.
And his life was changed also.
Quite suddenly you might be stopped in the midst of your day-to-day

activities and the routine of life to stand for Chirist, to substitute for Him.

2. Lesson Emphasis #2 When you substitute for the Savior, you will
need to be prepared in advance.

A. The Need for Preparation



If you don’t know when or what circumstances you will be called on to
substitute for the Savior, you will need to be prepared in advance for your
ministry.

Opportunities come suddenly and unexpectedly, and if you are not ready
to serve, you will not have time to get ready.

Preparation must always be made in advance.
B. The Method for Preparation
How does God prepare us for this service?
He prepares us in small ways of which we may be totally unaware.
God moves in our lives is small and mysterious ways.

The Holy Spirit can be working with us without our realizing what he was
doing.

Later we may see that God was using an experience to prepare us for His
service in a way we were unaware of at the time.

3. Lesson Emphasis #3 When you substitute for the Savior, you
become a participant and not just a spectator in the world.

A. One can come as a spectator and leave as a participant.
That happened to Simon of Cyrene.
He came to Jerusalem and the crucifixion scene as a spectator.
Possibly he was just standing in the crowd trying to see what was going on.
But he left as a participant in the crucifixion of Christ.

In reality, we cannot just look on the world and not become an active
partficipant in it.

B. God calls us to be participants

As we look at the needs of the world, we realize that we must participate
in witnessing of Christ to the world and in helping to meet those needs.

Consider world hunger as just one area.



We can be involved in the attempt to alleviate world hunger and to
minister to those who hunger.

Someone has expressed the futility of simply acting as a spectator:

| was hungry and you circled the moon

| was hungry and you told me to wait.

| was hungry and you set up a commission.

| was hungry and you talked about boots on the ground

| was hungry and you told me | should be?

| was hungry and you said, the poor will be with you always.

| was hungry and you blamed it on the government.

| was hungry and you said, God helps those who helps themselves.
| was hungry and you said, sorry, try again next week.

The needs are here right now!

Response to them must be here right now if anything is to be done about
them.

V. Make It Happen

VI.

1.

2.

What is the purpose of a substitute?

Why is a substitute important?

How do we prepare to be a substitute?

Why is it important to prepare in advance?

What is the difference between a spectator and a participant?

How does a person become a participant instead of remaining a spectatore

Follow the Spirit:

What will you do as a result of this lesson?
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| was hungry and you told me to wait.

| was hungry and you set up a commission.

| was hungry and you talked about boots on the ground

| was hungry and you told me | should be?

| was hungry and you said, the poor will be with you always.

| was hungry and you blamed it on the government.

| was hungry and you said, God helps those who helps themselves.
| was hungry and you said, sorry, try again next week.

The needs are here right now!

Response to them must be here right now if anything is to be done about
them.

V. Make It Happen

VI.

1.

2.

What is the purpose of a substitute?

Why is a substitute important?

How do we prepare to be a substitute?

Why is it important to prepare in advance?

What is the difference between a spectator and a participant?

How does a person become a participant instead of remaining a spectatore

Follow the Spirit:

What will you do as a result of this lesson?
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Theme: “When The Savior Is Substituted”

SCRIPTURE Matthew 27: 27-37 (NIV)

27Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the
whole company of soldiers around him.

28They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him,

29 and then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff
in his right hand. Then they knelt in front of him and mocked him. “Hail, king of the
Jews!” they said.

30They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on the head again and again.

31 After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on him.
Then they led him away to crucify him.

32 As they were going out, they met a man from Cyrene, named Simon, and they
forced him to carry the cross.

33They came to a place called Golgotha (which means “the place of the skull”).

34There they offered Jesus wine to drink, mixed with gall; but after tasting it, he
refused to drink it.

35When they had crucified him, they divided up his clothes by casting lots.
36 And sitting down, they kept watch over him there.

37 Above his head they placed the written charge against him: THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF
THE JEWS.

. Key Words:
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Il. People, Places, & Time:
e Jesus Christ
e Simon of Cyrene

e Golgotha

lll. Background:

In Matthew 27-28 we read about Jesus Christ's terrible suffering and painful death
for all mankind and about His Resurrection. Matthew showed how these events and
others leading up to it fulfilled prophecy. After experiencing ridicule, trials, and

abuse at the hands of Roman soldiers, Jesus Christ was crucified.

IV. In Depth:
1. Lesson Emphasis #1: When You Substitute for the Savior, the Plan
May Come Quite Unexpectedly.

A. It may come with no advance warning.
The last thing Simon of Cyrene had planned to do was carry a cross.
He may have just arrived in Jerusalem and not had any idea of what was
going on when he joined the crowd that lined the street as Jesus carried his
cross to the place of execution.
We hardly ever get much of an advance notice or warning about how we
can substitute for the Savior.

B. It may change your plans.
We have no idea what Simon'’s plan was.
We don't really know why he had come to Jerusalem or what he had
planned to accomplish during his visit there.
But we can be sure that his plans were radically changed.
And his life was changed also.
Quite suddenly you might be stopped in the midst of your day-to-day

activities and the routine of life to stand for Chirist, to substitute for Him.

2. Lesson Emphasis #2 When you substitute for the Savior, you will
need to be prepared in advance.

A. The Need for Preparation



If you don’t know when or what circumstances you will be called on to
substitute for the Savior, you will need to be prepared in advance for your
ministry.

Opportunities come suddenly and unexpectedly, and if you are not ready
to serve, you will not have time to get ready.

Preparation must always be made in advance.
B. The Method for Preparation
How does God prepare us for this service?
He prepares us in small ways of which we may be totally unaware.
God moves in our lives is small and mysterious ways.

The Holy Spirit can be working with us without our realizing what he was
doing.

Later we may see that God was using an experience to prepare us for His
service in a way we were unaware of at the time.

3. Lesson Emphasis #3 When you substitute for the Savior, you
become a participant and not just a spectator in the world.

A. One can come as a spectator and leave as a participant.
That happened to Simon of Cyrene.
He came to Jerusalem and the crucifixion scene as a spectator.
Possibly he was just standing in the crowd trying to see what was going on.
But he left as a participant in the crucifixion of Christ.

In reality, we cannot just look on the world and not become an active
partficipant in it.

B. God calls us to be participants

As we look at the needs of the world, we realize that we must participate
in witnessing of Christ to the world and in helping to meet those needs.

Consider world hunger as just one area.



We can be involved in the attempt to alleviate world hunger and to
minister to those who hunger.

Someone has expressed the futility of simply acting as a spectator:

| was hungry and you circled the moon

| was hungry and you told me to wait.

| was hungry and you set up a commission.

| was hungry and you talked about boots on the ground

| was hungry and you told me | should be?

| was hungry and you said, the poor will be with you always.

| was hungry and you blamed it on the government.

| was hungry and you said, God helps those who helps themselves.
| was hungry and you said, sorry, try again next week.

The needs are here right now!

Response to them must be here right now if anything is to be done about
them.

V. Make It Happen

VI.

1.

2.

What is the purpose of a substitute?

Why is a substitute important?

How do we prepare to be a substitute?

Why is it important to prepare in advance?

What is the difference between a spectator and a participant?

How does a person become a participant instead of remaining a spectatore

Follow the Spirit:

What will you do as a result of this lesson?







