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4 Part Bible Study  - Deliverance from Chaos – Pastor Steve 

 
Part 1 – Opening the Door to Chaos 

Book of Judges  - Chapter 6:1-6 
 

Introduction: 
The Book of Judges covers a period of around 340 years after the death of Joshua and between Israel’s 
first King, King Saul. The Nation did not have National Leaders like Joshua during this period, so God 
raised up ‘Judges’ who fought for and led the Nation at different times.  
The Hebrew word ‘Judge’ is ‘Shaphat’ which means to contend, defend, to vindicate or govern.            
The word comes from the Hebrew root word ‘Shophetim’- to put right or to rule. 
 
The writer of Judges gives us an overview of Israel’s spiritual life during this time of their history. 
Judges 2:10-23  
*Another generation arose who did not know the Lord or what He had done for Israel 
*These were grandsons of the Joshua generation. The people failed to disciple the next generation. 
*This generation of Israel ‘did evil in the eyes of the Lord.’ They forsook the Lord and worshiped idols. 
*They worshipped the gods of the Amorites who were in the land. Baal and Ashoreh. 
*The Lord gave them into the hands of their oppressors due to their idol worship. 
*Then the Lord raised up Judges who were sent by God to lead the people into freedom. 
*The people would serve the Lord during the lifetime of the Judge, but would revert back to their 
idolatry when the judge died. 
*There was a cycle that repeated during the book of Judges: Victory, Blessing, Prosperity, Complacency, 
Compromise, Bondage, Cry for Deliverance and God intervening to bring Victory. 
 
The Story of Gideon (Judges Ch 6-8) is Relevant to our day. God still delivers His people from Chaos! 
 

Part 1- Opening the Door to Chaos 
 

Introduction to Chapter 6: 
It is vital to note that God deals not only with individuals, families and cities, but He also deals with 
Nations. As we see here, God was dealing with the whole Nation of Israel. He was responding to their 
choices and disobedience to the known will of God. As a result, the whole Nation was in Chaos. 
 
Judges - Chapter 6:1-6 
 
I. vs 1 - The Nation of Israel did ‘evil in the eyes of the Lord.’  
This is a significant statement. God is declaring that He has the moral authority to declare what is evil 
and what is good. God is the ultimate authority on what is ‘good’ or ‘evil.’ Mankind, ever since the fall in 
the Garden of Eden has sought to define what is ‘good’ or ‘evil’ and to be ‘like God’ apart from Him. 
 
Q. What was the ‘Evil’ that the Israelites were doing? 
Vs 10 they were worshiping idols, “…the gods of the Amorites.”  
The gods of the Amorites were ‘Baal’ and ‘Asherah.’ 
Why was it evil to worship these ‘gods?’  
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Idol Worship is a violation of the first Commandment                                                                                   
Exodus 20:3 “You shall have no other gods before (besides) Me.”  
 
The Worship of Baal: 
Baal was considered to be the ‘Storm god.’ He was thought to have power over rain and the ruler over 
the land. It was believed that Baal would bring fertile crops, bountiful harvests and prosperity. 
Baal required the offerings of the harvest, and often times children to be sacrificed.  
 
The Israelites would worship Jehovah God AND Baal at the same time. They would in essence pay in 
time, talent and treasure plus sacrifice the well being of their children to this false god. 
 
This was in essence, the worship of materialism or mammon. Materialism/Money became the driving 
factor in the lives of people as the ‘love of money’ was the root of their evil. The effect on the spiritual 
lives of the people and their families was devastating. Society became self-absorbed, corrupt and 
desensitized to the effects of sin. This brought a drought of the presence of the living God. The people 
were religious in name only and were foreign to the presence of God. People were intoxicated on 
material things. 
 
The Worship of Asherah: 
Asherah was believed to be the ‘Fertility god.’ She was the god who would bring fertility to families and 
to the economic life of the Nation. It was believed that Ball and Asherah would have intimate relations 
and that would cause the Nation to be ‘fertile’ and to prosper. 
 
To worship Asherah required much sacrifice as well. Offerings from the harvest as well as time, talent 
and treasure. Asherah also required the sacrifice of children. The worst offering required was the 
practices of ritual sex, which was believed to bring fertility and prosperity to the Nation. Asherah was 
depicted as a nude goddess on a tall wooden pole. These ‘idols’ were placed all throughout Israel as well 
as the images of Baal. The worship of Asherah caused the Nation of Israel to degenerate into immorality. 
The spirit of sensuality and sexual perversion were rampant in the land.                                                         
The people would Worship Jehovah God AND the goddess Asherah. 
This dual worship was an abomination to the Lord and resulted in God’s presence being absent. 
 
II. What are the parallels that are happening in our Nation today? 
Secular Humanism in our society calls good as evil, and evil is called good! 
Modern day Baal Worship and worship of Asherah 
 
When a Nation is given over to materialism, corruption and evils in society prevail. 
When a Nation is given over to sexual perversion, debasement and chaos result. 
Worshiping idols causes God’s presence to be thwarted in the lives of His people. This can affect those 
who are in the church and identify themselves as Christians as well as those in the culture who do not 
call themselves Christians. 
 
*Idol Worship is as God defines it. 
Our culture says that ‘whatever feels good, do it.’ And, ‘follow your own heart.’ ‘Each man to his own.’ 
In fact ‘sexual preference and orientation’ is now held up as a virtue in our culture. But the CHAOS 
resulting in personal, family and societal confusion is devastating. 
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III. Idol Worship and Perversion opens the door to Chaos? 
 
What is Chaos- Webster’s: a state of utter confusion, disorder, disarray, havoc, mess 
 
1. God gives people over to their choices and the enemy 
Vs 1 “…for seven years He gave them over to the Midianites.”  
The Israelites were steeped in their idolatry, so God gave them over to their desires. God wants to keep 
and protect people from the eventual harm of idolatry, but He will not stop people from choosing to 
worship idols. The Nation of Israel began to suffer CHAOS as a result of their idolatry.  
 
Romans 1:24 “Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts…” 
             Vs 26 “Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts…” 
             Vs 28 “…so God gave them over to a depraved mind.”  
 
*What this means is that God gives people over to their choices and the terrible outcomes. The pain and 
suffering that is inevitable breaks God’s heart, but He will no violate the free will of people. In the Gospel 
of Luke and the story of the Prodigal Son, the Father gives his son the ill-timed inheritance even though 
it was not the Father’s plan. The Father did not stop his adult son from going his own way. 
 
Going back to the Garden of Eden in the creation of Adam and Eve. God set before them life and death, 
but Adam and Eve chose to rebel against Him in the Garden. Death and dysfunction have plagued the 
human race ever since. But God in His mercy is faithful to forgive and redeem His wayward children who 
return to Him! 
 
IV. God gave them over to the Midianites – Who were the Midianites? 
Vs 2 “Because the power of Midian was so oppressive, the Israelites prepared shelters for themselves in 
mountain clefts, caves and strongholds. Vs 4 “they camped in the land and ruined the crops all the way 
to Gaza and did not spare a living thing for Israel,, neither sheep nor cattle nor donkeys. Vs 5 “…they 
invaded the land to ravage it.”  
 
The Midianites: Israel’s Eastern (Hostile) neighbors 
Midian – Hebrew ‘Midyan’ – strife, contention, discord, brawling 
 
The Midianites were Pagan Idolaters who lived in chaos themselves. When they invaded Israel, they 
brought the spirit of chaos with them. 
 
The Midianites wreaked havoc and brought CHAOS for 7 years: 
*They Invaded the Land 
*They Camped on the Land 
*They Looted the harvest and livestock 
*They Destroyed Israel’s economy, leaving Israel in a state of starvation 
*They Intimidated and bullied the people into hiding 
 
In the story of Gideon, the scriptures tell us WHAT happened to Israel and WHY. It is also a story of 
hope because as the Israelites cried out to God and turned their hearts toward Him, God answered 
them. He ultimately brought about an incredible victory through the obedience of Gideon! 
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Main Truths: 
*Good or Evil is as God defines it, not what secular humanism tells us 
*Idol Worship is evil and has evil consequences 
*God gives people over to their stubborn desires to experience the consequences of their choices 
*Human Depravity has terrible consequences 
*Idol Worship opens the door to Chaos and destructive demonic spirits 
 
God is the God of Hope! The story of Gideon is a story of Victory even against insurmountable odds 
 
 
Q. Discussion Questions: 
1 –Are we willing to accept God’s Word and His definition of right vs wrong and good vs evil? 
 
2- How can we truly discern what is good or evil? 
 
3- Why does God forbid idolatry? 
 
4- Why does God give people over to their idolatry and evil desires? 
 
5- What are the consequences you have seen as people have given themselves over to idols? 
 
6- The Big Question – Is there ANYTHING in your life that you are placing before God as an Idol? 
 
7- What is the best way to keep idols out of your life? 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The next 3 weeks we will look at: 
The Call of Gideon 
The Anointing of Gideon 
The God-given Strategies that brought victory for the Nation and driving out Midian (the spirit of strife) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

4 


