4. Study the Scriptures for

10 “That very night the believers sent Paul and Silas to Berea. When
they arrived there, they went to the Jewish synagogue.
11And the people of Berea were more open-minded than those
in Thessalonica, and they listened eagerly to Paul’s message.
They searched the Scriptures day after day to see if Paul and Silas
were teaching the truth. 12As a result, many Jews believeq,
as did many of the prominent Greek women and men.
13But when some Jews in Thessalonica learned that Paul was
preaching the word of God in Berea, they went there and stirred up
trouble. 14 The believers acted at once, sending Paul on to the coast,
while Silas and Timothy remained behind. 1s Those escorting Paul
went with him all the way to Athens; then they returned to Berea
with instructions for Silas and Timothy to hurry and join him.”
- Acts 17:10-15

Join us again next Sunday, October 25, for the next message in the To Live Is
Christ teaching series. Bring a friend to the 9:30 AM or 11:00 AM service.

(" . )
My Next Step Today is to...
O Become a follower of Jesus Christ.
O Memorize Acts 14:15
O Serve the Lord faithfully, regardless of praise or criticism.
\D Attend the Trunk or Treat on Sunday evening, Oct 25, 5-7 PM )

* All verses are from the NLT unless
otherwise noted.
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S CHRIST

1. God wants every church to in faith and

new people.

“ss After some time Paul said to Barnabas, “Let’s go back and visit
each city where we previously preached the word of the Lord, to
see how the new believers are doing.” s7Barnabas agreed and
wanted to take along John Mark. ss But Paul disagreed strongly,
since John Mark had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not
continued with them in their work. ss Their disagreement was so
sharp that they separated. Barnabas took John Mark with him and
sailed for Cyprus. s0 Paul chose Silas, and as he left, the believers
entrusted him to the Lord’s gracious care. 41 Then he traveled
throughout Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches there.
Paul went first to Derbe and then to Lystra, where there was a
young disciple named Timothy. His mother was a Jewish believer,
but his father was a Greek. 2 Timothy was well thought of by the
believers in Lystra and Iconium, sso Paul wanted him to join them
on their journey. In deference to the Jews of the area, he arranged
for Timothy to be circumcised before they left, for everyone knew
that his father was a Greek. « Then they went from town to town,
instructing the believers to follow the decisions made by the
apostles and elders in Jerusalem. sSo the churches were
strengthened in their faith and grew larger every day.”

- Acts 15:36-41; 16:1-5



2. Obedience can lead to

22 A mob quickly formed against Paul and Silas, and the city
officials ordered them stripped and beaten with wooden rods.
23 They were severely beaten, and then they were thrown
into prison. The jailer was ordered to make sure they didn’t
escape. 24 So the jailer put them into the inner dungeon
and clamped their feet in the stocks.

25 Around midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing
hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening.

26 Suddenly, there was a massive earthquake, and the prison
was shaken to its foundations. All the doors immediately flew
open, and the chains of every prisoner fell off! 27 The jailer woke
up to see the prison doors wide open. He assumed the prisoners
had escaped, so he drew his sword to kill himself.

28 But Paul shouted to him, “Stop! Don’t kill yourself!

We are all here!”

29 The jailer called for lights and ran to the dungeon and fell
down trembling before Paul and Silas.30 Then he brought them
out and asked, “Sirs, what must | do to be saved?”

31 They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved,
along with everyone in your household.” 32 And they shared
the word of the Lord with him and with all who lived in his
household.33 Even at that hour of the night, the jailer
cared for them and washed their wounds. Then he and everyone
in his household were immediately baptized. 34 He brought them
into his house and set a meal before them, and he and his
entire household rejoiced because they all believed in God.
35 The next morning the city officials sent the police to tell
the jailer, “Let those men go!” 36 So the jailer told Paul,

“The city officials have said you and Silas are free to leave.
Go in peace.” - Acts 16:22-36

3.1tis OKto have a
the mission.

for accomplishing

“Paul and Silas then traveled through the towns of Amphipolis
and Apollonia and came to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish
synagogue. 2 As was Paul’s custom, he went to the synagogue
service, and for three Sabbaths in a row he used the Scriptures
to reason with the people.3 He explained the prophecies
and proved that the Messiah must suffer and rise from the dead.
He said, “This Jesus I’'m telling you about is the Messiah.”

4 Some of the Jews who listened were persuaded and joined Paul
and Silas, along with many God-fearing Greek men
and quite a few prominent women.

5 But some of the Jews were jealous, so they gathered some
troublemakers from the marketplace to form a mob and start a riot.
They attacked the home of Jason, searching for Paul and Silas
so they could drag them out to the crowd. 6 Not finding them there,
they dragged out Jason and some of the other believers instead
and took them before the city council. “Paul and Silas have caused
trouble all over the world,” they shouted, “and now they are here
disturbing our city, too. 7 And Jason has welcomed them
into his home. They are all guilty of treason against Caesar,
for they profess allegiance to another king, named Jesus.”

8 The people of the city, as well as the city council, were thrown
into turmoil by these reports. 9 So the officials forced Jason
and the other believers to post bond, and then they released them.”
- Acts 17:1-9



4. Because denying Jesus leads to

I will under His command.

“I say this because some ungodly people have wormed
their way into your churches, saying that God’s marvelous
grace allows us to live immoral lives. The condemnation of
such people was recorded long ago, for they have denied

our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.”
-Jude 1:4

Join us again next Sunday, August 16, as we continue our Defend the Faith
series with Message #2, “Our Mission Strategy.” Bring a friend to the 9:30 AM
or 11:00 AM service.

-
My Next Step Today is to...

Q Request info about AWANA at Town Creek this fall.
4 Attend the Volunteer Appreciation Dinner this evening at 6:30 p.m.
U0 Request information about the Beach Baptist next Sun., Aug. 16.

O Memorize Jude 3.

\_

J

* All verses are from the NLT unless
otherwise noted.
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Authorship:

Date:

Situation / Purpose:

Key Verse:

“Dear friends, | had been eagerly planning to write to you
about the salvation we all share. But now | find that | must
write about something else, urging you to defend the faith

that God has entrusted once for all time to His holy people.”
-Jude 1:3



Defend the Faith Part 1: Your Intelligence Briefing

1. Because God has

to me, | will it.

Memory Verse

“Dear friends, | had been eagerly planning to write to you
about the salvation we all share. But now | find that | must
write about something else, urging you to defend the faith

that God has entrusted once for all time to His holy people.”
-Jude 1:3

2. Because evil is , T will

my vigilance.

“I say this because some ungodly people have
wormed their way into your churches,
saying that God’s marvelous grace allows us
to live immoral lives.”

-Jude 1:4

3. Because God’s grace does not okay ’

I will

“I say this because some ungodly people have wormed their
way into your churches, saying that God’s marvelous grace
allows us to live immoral lives. The condemnation of such
people was recorded long ago, for they have denied
our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.”

-Jude 1:4



