SEEKING JESUS Weekend of Dec. 14 2025

Seeking Joy in the Good News | Luke 2:8-20

Big Idea: Shepherds and their natural response to the Gift: true joy is found when ordinary
people experience Jesus for themselves and can’t help but respond by going and telling.

INTRO & ICEBREAKERS

¢ What’s one Christmas tradition you love that most people would consider simple or
unimpressive?
o When have you felt overlooked, underestimated, or “not important enough”?

SCRIPTURE & SERMON

¢ Why do you think God chose shepherds, the lowest on the social ladder, to hear the
good news first?
o What does that reveal about God’s heart?
e The shepherds didn’t just hear the message, they went, saw, and told.
o Which part of their response comes most naturally to you?
o Which part is hardest?
e The sermon noted that Jesus was born into poverty, obscurity, and hardship. How
does that shape the way you think about God’s understanding of your pain?
e The manger was ordinary, even discarded, but Jesus made it priceless. Where have
you seen God transform something broken, small, or forgotten into something
meaningful?

GIVING IT HANDLES

¢ Where might God be inviting you to “go and see” Him more personally rather than
just knowing about Him?

¢ Who is one person God may be nudging you to share joy with, not perfectly, but
honestly?

e How does remembering that God understands your pain change the way you can
bring struggles to Him this season?

PRAY TOGETHER

e Thank God that He sees every person, especially the overlooked and weary.

e Ask God to help you trust that He truly understands your pain and struggles.

e Ask for courage to respond like the shepherds: to go, to see, and to share the joy
you’ve experienced.



