


Paul’s Second Missionary Journey
Segment One: Antioch to Derbe to Lystra (15:36-16:5)
• John Mark?
• Timothy!

Segment Two: Lystra to Phrygia to Galatia to Mysia to Toas (6-10)
• Macedonian Call

Segment Three: Troas to Samothrace to Neapolis to Philippi (11-40)
• Lydia
• Paul and Barnabas Battle Demons & City Leaders

1. Reason (20-24)
2. Rescue (25-27)
3. Redemption (28-33)
4. Restoration (34-39)



Paul’s Second Missionary Journey
Segment Four: Amphipolis-Apollonia-Thessalonica (17:1-9)
• Jason and the Riots at Thessalonica



Acts 17:1-34                  
A SHORT MINISTRY IN THESSALONICA
1After they passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came 
to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. 2As usual, 
Paul went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days 
reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3explaining and proving 
that it was necessary for the Messiah to suffer and rise from the 
dead: “This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Messiah.” 4Some 
of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, including a 
large number of God-fearing Greeks, as well as a number of the 
leading women.



RIOT IN THE CITY
5But the Jews became jealous, and they brought together some 
wicked men from the marketplace, formed a mob, and started a 
riot in the city. Attacking Jason’s house, they searched for them to 
bring them out to the public assembly. 6When they did not find 
them, they dragged Jason and some of the brothers before the city 
officials, shouting, “These men who have turned the world upside 
down have come here too, 7and Jason has welcomed them. They 
are all acting contrary to Caesar’s decrees, saying that there is 
another king-Jesus.” 8The crowd and city officials who heard these 
things were upset. 9After taking a security bond from Jason and 
the others, they released them.



Paul’s Second Missionary Journey
Segment Four: Amphipolis-Apollonia-Thessalonica (17:1-9)
• Jason and the Riots at Thessalonica

Segment Five: Thessalonica - Berea (9-14)
• The Noble Bereans



THE BEREANS SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES
10As soon as it was night, the brothers and sisters sent Paul and 
Silas away to Berea. Upon arrival, they went into the synagogue of 
the Jews. 11The people here were of more noble character than 
those in Thessalonica, since they received the word with 
eagerness and examined the Scriptures daily to see if these things 
were so. 12Consequently, many of them believed, including a 
number of the prominent Greek women as well as men.



Acts 17:1-34
13But when the Jews from Thessalonica found out that the word of 
God had been proclaimed by Paul at Berea, they came there too, 
agitating and upsetting the crowds. 14Then the brothers and 
sisters immediately sent Paul away to go to the coast, but Silas 
and Timothy stayed on there. 
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Segment Four: Amphipolis-Apollonia-Thessalonica (17:1-9)
• Jason and the Riots at Thessalonica

Segment Five: Thessalonica - Berea (9-14)
• The Noble Bereans

Segment Six: Berea-Athens (15-33)
• Agora (15-18)



15Those who escorted Paul brought him as far as Athens, and 
after receiving instructions for Silas and Timothy to come to him 
as quickly as possible, they departed.
PAUL IN ATHENS
16While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was deeply 
distressed when he saw that the city was full of idols. 17So he 
reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and with those who 
worshiped God, as well as in the marketplace every day with 
those who happened to be there. 



18Some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also 
debated with him. Some said, “What is this ignorant 
show-off trying to say?”
Others replied, “He seems to be a preacher of foreign 
deities”-because he was telling the good news about 
Jesus and the resurrection.



Epicurean
Epicureanism is a system of philosophy founded around 307 BCE based 
upon the teachings of Epicurus, an ancient Greek philosopher. Epicurus 
was an atomist and materialist, following in the steps of Democritus. His 
materialism led him to religious skepticism and a general attack on 
superstition and divine intervention. Originally a challenge to Platonism, its 
main opponent later became Stoicism. Although Epicureanism is a form 
of hedonism insofar as it declares pleasure to be its sole intrinsic goal, the 
concept that the absence of pain and fear constitutes the greatest 
pleasure, and its advocacy of a simple life, make it very different from 
hedonism  as  colloquially  understood. (Wikipedia)



Stoic
1: a member of a school of philosophy founded by Zeno of Citium about 
300 b.c. holding that the wise man should be free from passion, unmoved 
by joy or grief, and submissive to natural law

2 : one apparently or professedly indifferent
to pleasure or pain
(Merriam-Webster Dictionary)
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• Agora (15-18)
• Areopagus (19ff)



































Acts 17:1-34
19They took him and brought him to the Areopagus, and said, “May 
we learn about this new teaching you are presenting? 20Because 
what you say sounds strange to us, and we want to know what 
these things mean.” 21Now all the Athenians and the foreigners 
residing there spent their time on nothing else but telling or 
hearing something new.



THE AREOPAGUS ADDRESS
22Paul stood in the middle of the Areopagus and said, “People of 
Athens! I see that you are extremely religious in every respect. 
23For as I was passing through and observing the objects of your 
worship, I even found an altar on which was inscribed, ‘To an 
Unknown God.’ Therefore, what you worship in ignorance, this I 
proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world and everything in 
it-he is Lord of heaven and earth-does not live in shrines made by 
hands. 25Neither is he served by human hands, as though he 
needed anything, since he himself gives everyone life and breath 
and all things.



Acts 17:1-34
26From one man he has made every nationality to live over the 
whole earth and has determined their appointed times and the 
boundaries of where they live. 27He did this so that they might seek 
God, and perhaps they might reach out and find him, though he is 
not far from each one of us. 28For in him we live and move and 
have our being, as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For 
we are also his offspring.’ 29Since, then, we are God’s offspring, we 
shouldn’t think that the divine nature is like gold or silver or stone, 
an image fashioned by human art and imagination.



Acts 17:1-34          
30“Therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance, God now 
commands all people everywhere to repent, 31because he has set 
a day when he is going to judge the world in righteousness by the 
man he has appointed. He has provided proof of this to everyone 
by raising him from the dead.”         
32When they heard about the resurrection of the dead, some 
began to ridicule him, but others said, “We’d like to hear from you 
again about this.” 33So Paul left their presence. 34However, some 
people joined him and believed, including Dionysius the 
Areopagite, a woman named Damaris, and others with them.



The Gospel to Pagans
1. God is Creator (24)



God is Creator (24)
24The God who made the world and everything in 
it-he is Lord of heaven and earth-does not live in 

shrines made by hands.



The Gospel to Pagans
1. God is Creator (24)
2. God is the Source of Life (25)



God is the Source of Life (25)
25Neither is he served by human hands, as though he 
needed anything, since he himself gives everyone life 

and breath and all things.



The Gospel to Pagans
1. God is Creator (24)
2. God is the Source of Life (25)
3. All Nations are One Race (26a)



All Nations are One Race (26a)
26From one man he has made every nationality to live 

over the whole earth



The Gospel to Pagans
1. God is Creator (24)
2. God is the Source of Life (25)
3. All Nations are One Race (26a)
4. God Rules All Nations (26b)



God Rules All Nations (26b)

…and has determined their appointed times and the 
boundaries of where they live.
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God’s Plan/Desire is for 
Men to Seek Him (27)

27He did this so that they might seek God, and perhaps 
they might reach out and find him, though he is not far 

from each one of us.



The Gospel to Pagans
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2. God is the Source of Life (25)
3. All Nations are One Race (26a)
4. God Rules All Nations (26b)
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Man is Made in the 
Image of God (28 & 29)

28For in him we live and move and have our being, as 
even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we are also 
his offspring.’ 29Since, then, we are God’s offspring, we 

shouldn’t think that the divine nature is like gold or silver 
or stone, an image fashioned by human art and 

imagination.
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3. All Nations are One Race (26a)
4. God Rules All Nations (26b)
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7. Call for Repentance (30)



Call for Repentance (30)
 

30“Therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance, 
God now commands all people everywhere to repent,



The Gospel to Pagans
1. God is Creator (24)
2. God is the Source of Life (25)
3. All Nations are One Race (26a)
4. God Rules All Nations (26b)
5. God’s Plan/Desire is for Men to Seek Him (27)
6. Man is Made in the Image of God (28 & 29)
7. Call for Repentance (30)
8. Coming Judgement by the Resurrected One (31)



Coming Judgement 
by the Resurrected One (31)

 
31because he has set a day when he is going to judge the 
world in righteousness by the man he has appointed. He 

has provided proof of this to everyone by raising him 
from the dead.”



32When they heard about the resurrection of the 
dead, some began to ridicule him, but others 
said, “We’d like to hear from you again about 
this.” 33So Paul left their presence. 34However, 
some people joined him and believed, including 
Dionysius the Areopagite, a woman named 
Damaris, and others with them.




