






Galatians 3
15 Brothers, let me take an example from 
everyday life. Just as no one can set aside 
or add to a human covenant that has been 
duly established, so it is in this case. 16 The 
promises were spoken to Abraham and to 
his seed. The Scripture does not say “and 
to seeds,” meaning many people,              
but “and to your seed,” meaning              
one person, who is Christ. 



Galatians 3
17 What I mean is this: The law, introduced 
430 years later, does not set aside the 
covenant previously established by God 
and thus do away with the promise. 18 For  
if the inheritance depends on the law, then 
it no longer depends on a promise; but  
God in his grace gave it to Abraham 
through a promise. 



Galatians 3
19 What, then, was the purpose of the law? 
It was added because of transgressions 
until the Seed to whom the promise referred 
had come. The law was put into effect 
through angels by a mediator. 20 A mediator, 
however, does not represent just one   
party; but God is one. 



Galatians 3
21 Is the law, therefore, opposed to the 
promises of God? Absolutely not! For if a law 
had been given that could impart life, then 
righteousness would certainly have come by 
the law. 22 But the Scripture declares that the 
whole world is a prisoner of sin, so that what 
was promised, being given through         
faith in Jesus Christ, might be given             
to those who believe. 



Galatians 3
23 Before this faith came, we were held 
prisoners by the law, locked up until faith 
should be revealed. 24 So the law was put in 
charge to lead us to Christ that we might be 
justified by faith. 25 Now that faith has come, 
we are no longer under the supervision of 
the law. 
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The Superiority of the Promise

vCovenant between God and Abraham 
was “duly” established 400 years before 
the law was even given!



Galatians 3

18 For  if the inheritance depends on the 
law, then it no longer depends on a 
promise; but  God in his grace gave it to 
Abraham through a promise. 



Galatians 3
19 What, then, was the purpose of the law? 
It was added because of transgressions 
until the Seed to whom the promise referred 
had come. The law was put into effect 
through angels by a mediator. 20 A mediator, 
however, does not represent just one   
party; but God is one. 



Inferiority of the Law

v It was added
• To make a bad situation better 

(looking back)
• To make a bad situation worse 

(looking forward)



Inferiority of the Law

v It was added
v It was temporary
v It was given by angels
v It was mediated
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Why Have the Law?

vTo show us that the law fails                     
“in us”! (21)

vTo hold us prisoner                                
until the pardon comes! (22 & 23)

vTo “drive” us to Christ (24)



Matthew 19
16 Just then someone came up and asked 
him, “Teacher, what good must I do to have 
eternal life?” 17 “Why do you ask me about 
what is good?” he said to him. “There is only 
one who is good. If you want to enter into 
life, keep the commandments.”



Matthew 19
18 “Which ones?” he asked him. Jesus 
answered: Do not murder; do not commit 
adultery; do not steal; do not bear false 
witness; 19 honor your father and your 
mother; and love your neighbor as yourself.



Matthew 19
20 “I have kept all these,” the young man told 
him. “What do I still lack?” 21 “If you want to 
be perfect,” Jesus said to him, “go, sell your 
belongings and give to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow 
me.” 22 When the young man heard that,    
he went away grieving, because he          
had many possessions.



Galatians 3

25 Now that faith has come, we are no longer 
under the supervision of the law. 



Has faith 
“really” come?






