


18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for the 
man to be alone. I will make a helper 
corresponding to him.” 19 The Lord God formed out 
of the ground every wild animal and every bird of 
the sky, and brought each to the man to see what 
he would call it. And whatever the man called a 
living creature, that was its name. 20 The man gave 
names to all the livestock, to the birds of the sky, 
and to every wild animal; but for the man no helper 
was found corresponding to him.

Genesis 2



21 So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to come 
over the man, and he slept. God took one of his 
ribs and closed the flesh at that place. 22 Then the 
Lord God made the rib he had taken from the man 
into a woman and brought her to the man. 23 And 
the man said:

This one, at last, is bone of my bone
and flesh of my flesh;
this one will be called woman,
for she was taken from man.

Genesis 2



24 This is why a man leaves his father and mother 
and bonds with his wife, and they become one 
flesh. 25 Both the man and his wife were naked, yet 
felt no shame.

Genesis 2



1 The man was intimate with his wife Eve, and she 
conceived and gave birth to Cain. She said, “I have 
had a male child with the Lord’s help.” 2 She also 
gave birth to his brother Abel. Now Abel became a 
shepherd of flocks, but Cain worked the ground.

Genesis 4



Redeeming the Family
• God established marriage as a core covenant between a man and a 

woman and expected them to have children.



17 “Understand that I am bringing a flood —
floodwaters on the earth to destroy every creature 
under heaven with the breath of life in it. Everything 
on earth will perish. 18 But I will establish my 
covenant with you, and you will enter the ark with 
your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives.

Genesis 6



19 You are also to bring into the ark two of all the 
living creatures, male and female, to keep them 
alive with you. 20 Two of everything — from the 
birds according to their kinds, from the livestock 
according to their kinds, and from the animals that 
crawl on the ground according to their kinds — will 
come to you so that you can keep them alive. 
21 Take with you every kind of food that is eaten; 
gather it as food for you and for them.”             
22 And Noah did this. He did everything that       
God had commanded him.

Genesis 6



1 Then the Lord said to Noah, “Enter the ark, you 
and all your household, for I have seen that you 
alone are righteous before me in this generation.

Genesis 7



11 In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the 
second month, on the seventeenth day of the 
month, on that day all the sources of the vast 
watery depths burst open, the floodgates of the sky 
were opened, 12 and the rain fell on the earth forty 
days and forty nights.

Genesis 7



13 On that same day Noah along with his sons 
Shem, Ham, and Japheth, entered the ark, along 
with Noah’s wife and his three sons’ wives. 14 They 
entered it with all the wildlife according to their 
kinds, all livestock according to their kinds…    
Then the Lord shut him in.

Genesis 7



Redeeming the Family
• God established marriage as a core covenant between a man and a 

woman and expected them to have children.
• God, when the wickedness of all mankind had risen to disastrous 

levels, chose to preserve marriage and family.



18 The birth of Jesus Christ came about this way: 
After his mother Mary had been engaged to 
Joseph, it was discovered before they came 
together that she was pregnant from the Holy 
Spirit. 19 So her husband, Joseph, being a 
righteous man, and not wanting to disgrace her 
publicly, decided to divorce her secretly.

Matthew 1



20 But after he had considered these things, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 
saying, “Joseph, son of David, don’t be afraid to 
take Mary as your wife, because what has been 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will 
give birth to a son, and you are to name him Jesus, 
because he will save his people from their sins.”

Matthew 1



22 Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken 
by the Lord through the prophet:

23 See, the virgin will become pregnant and give 
birth to a son, and they will name him Immanuel,

which is translated “God is with us.”
24 When Joseph woke up, he did as the Lord’s 
angel had commanded him. He married her 25 but 
did not have sexual relations with her until she 
gave birth to a son. And he named him Jesus.

Matthew 1



Redeeming the Family
• God established marriage as a core covenant between a man and a 

woman and expected them to have children.
• God, when the wickedness of all mankind had risen to disastrous 

levels, chose to preserve marriage and family.
• When God sent His only Son into the world, He chose to place him 

into a loving, imperfect family.



29 Jesus answered them, “You are mistaken, 
because you don’t know the Scriptures or the 
power of God. 30 For in the resurrection they 
neither marry nor are given in marriage but are like 
angels in heaven.”

Matthew 22



24 Jesus spoke to them, “Isn’t this the reason why 
you’re mistaken: you don’t know the Scriptures or 
the power of God? 25 For when they rise from the 
dead, they neither marry nor are given in marriage 
but are like angels in heaven.”

Mark 12



34 Jesus told them, “The children of this age marry 
and are given in marriage. 35 But those who are 
counted worthy to take part in that age and in the 
resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are 
given in marriage. 36 For they can no longer die, 
because they are like angels and are children of 
God, since they are children of the resurrection.”

Luke 20



Redeeming the Family
• God established marriage as a core covenant between a man and a 

woman and expected them to have children.
• God, when the wickedness of all mankind had risen to disastrous 

levels, chose to preserve marriage and family.
• When God sent His only Son into the world, He chose to place him 

into a loving, imperfect family.
• Marriage and family will not always exist. Therefore, God 

established it, preserved it, and uses it for His purposes.



1 “This is the command—the statutes and 
ordinances — the Lord your God has commanded 
me to teach you, so that you may follow them in the 
land you are about to enter and possess. 2 Do this 
so that you may fear the Lord your God all the days 
of your life by keeping all his statutes and 
commands I am giving you, your son, and your 
grandson, and so that you may have a long life.

Deuteronomy 6



3 Listen, Israel, and be careful to follow them, so 
that you may prosper and multiply greatly, because 
the Lord, the God of your ancestors, has promised 
you a land flowing with milk and honey.

Deuteronomy 6



4 “Listen, Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
5 Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with 
all your soul, and with all your strength. 6 These 
words that I am giving you today are to be in your 
heart. 7 Repeat them to your children. Talk about 
them when you sit in your house and when you 
walk along the road, when you lie down and when 
you get up. 8 Bind them as a sign on your hand  
and let them be a symbol on your forehead.          
9 Write them on the doorposts of your house      
and on your city gates.

Deuteronomy 6



12 Honor your father and your mother so that you 
may have a long life in the land that the Lord your 
God is giving you.

Exodus 20



Redeeming the Family
• God established marriage as a core covenant between a man and a 

woman and expected them to have children.
• God, when the wickedness of all mankind had risen to disastrous 

levels, chose to preserve marriage and family.
• When God sent His only Son into the world, He chose to place him 

into a loving, imperfect family.
• Marriage and family will not always exist. Therefore, God 

established it, preserved it, and uses it for His purposes.
• The parent/child relationship is also a covenant           

relationship that works both ways.



Warning! Family is not easy!

6 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you furious? 
And why do you look despondent? 7 If you do what 
is right, won’t you be accepted? But if you do not 
do what is right, sin is crouching at the door. Its 
desire is for you, but you must rule over it.”… 
8 Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the 
field.” And while they were in the field, Cain 
attacked his brother Abel and killed him.

Genesis 4



Warning! Family is not easy!

1 After this, Jesus traveled in Galilee, since he did 
not want to travel in Judea because the Jews were 
trying to kill him. 2 The Jewish Festival of Shelters, 
was near. 

John 7



Warning! Family is not easy!

3 So his brothers said to him, “Leave here and go to 
Judea so that your disciples can see your works 
that you are doing. 4 For no one does anything in 
secret while he’s seeking public recognition. If you 
do these things, show yourself to the world.” 5 (For 
not even his brothers believed in him.)

John 7



Bride of Christ - Family of Faith
It is not an accident that the New Testament 

uses marriage and family to help us understand 
what church should look like and how we should relate.



disclaimer

1 If I speak human or angelic tongues but do not 
have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 
2 If I have the gift of prophecy and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith 
so that I can move mountains but do not have love, 
I am nothing. 3 And if I give away all my 
possessions, and if I give over my body in order    
to boast but do not have love, I gain nothing.

1 Corinthians 13



disclaimer

4 Love is patient, love is kind. Love does not envy, 
is not boastful, is not arrogant, 5 is not rude, is not 
self-seeking, is not irritable, and does not keep a 
record of wrongs. 6 Love finds no joy in 
unrighteousness but rejoices in the truth. 7 It   
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things.

1 Corinthians 13



disclaimer

8 Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will 
come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as 
for knowledge, it will come to an end. 9 For we 
know in part, and we prophesy in part, 10 but when 
the perfect comes, the partial will come to an end.

1 Corinthians 13



disclaimer

11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought 
like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became 
a man, I put aside childish things. 12 For now we 
see only a reflection as in a mirror, but then face to 
face. Now I know in part, but then I will know fully, 
as I am fully known. 13 Now these three remain: 
faith, hope, and love — but the greatest of       
these is love.

1 Corinthians 13



Green Stamps and Family

• Giving
• Earning
• Burning
• Winning
• Losing
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A Couple of Guidelines
• Everyone uses stamps. If you don’t think so, you could be 

the problem!
• Everyone has stamps to give. If you are not giving stamps, 

you could be the problem.
• Don’t waste stamps. They are too valuable.
• The point is to die with the most stamps!
• Celebrate the earning/giving of stamps!




