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The “Scene”

1. An early copy of the Gospel of John was in circulation (there were editors
that add his death and some other parts to this early copy)

2. 1-3 John were written after the Gospel of John by John the Beloved
Disciple

J. John was a part of a “loose™ network of churches in the area of Ephasus

4. While John was still alive “false Christians™ were teaching heretical views
of Jesus

9. These “false Christians™ were trying to win converts ]y,/Q/K



INTRO

Author - John, “the Beloved Disciple”, but disputed

for over a 1000 years in regards to 2 & 3 John

Before John's death - During Trajan’s Reign
(98-117 AD), @ 92-100 AD
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“The Scene”

One-side of a phone call /WQ’K
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The "Opponents”

Claimed to know God, but their actions/behavior said otherwise
Claims of sinless perfection

Denied that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God come in the flesh
Denied the importance/truth of the Atoning Death of Christ - Blood
They did not show love to their fellow believers

. Continuing in sin, while claiming sinless perfection

1YKYK



Questions - Doubts
1. Did they really know God?

2. Were they really experiencing eternal life?

3. Were they really in the truth?
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The Letters of John provide readers with a cameo of life in
one part of the early church. They represent an unhappy time
In the life of the Christian communities involved; a time of
dispute between believers involving both theological and
behavioural concerns. The letters reflect only one side of this
dispute, but the side which represented the truth of the
matter as far as the later church was concerned.

Rruse, L. G. (2000). The letters of John (p. 7). /%/Q’K
WPB. Ferdmans Pub.: Apollos. w



1John1:1-4

'What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have
seen with our eyes, what we have observed and have touched with
our hands, concerning the word of life -’that life was revealed, and
we have seen It and we testify and declare to you the eternal life that
was with the Father and was revealed to us -*what we have seen
and heard we also declare to you, so that you may also have
fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and
with his Son, Jesus Christ. “We are writing these

things so that our joy may be complete. /y/Ky/K
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John 1:1-18
PROLOGUE
'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with

God, and the Word was God. “He was with God in the
beginning. *All things were created through him, and
apart from him not one thing was created that has been
created. “In him was life, and that life was the light of
men. °That light shines in the darkness, and

yet the darkness did not overcome It. /}’/Q’K



'What was from the beginning, whi. have heard, what
h

We have seen with our eyes, what W& have observed and
have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life - -

/--\
GOSPEL 1 JORN
OFJON  « What was from the beginning

* Creation

o Salvation
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'What was from the beginning, whi. have heard, what
h

We have seen with our eyes, what W& have observed and
have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life - -

OFJON  « What was from the beginning
* Historical Accuracy, but more . ..
* Real Significance/Meaning

 “the Word of Life” / y Ky /K




‘that life was revealed, and we have seen it and we
testify and declare to you the eternal life that was with
. the Father and was revealed to us -

 Revealed (x2)
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‘that life was revealed, and we have seen it and we
testify and declare to you the eternal life that was with
the Father and was revealed to us -

* Revealed (x2)
» Seen, Testify, and Declare is Court Room Language

* “that life"-"the Eternal Life -"with the Father
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*‘We are writing these things so that
our joy may be complete.

The Writing Is fulfillment of his
mission as a faithful witness!
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John 1:1-18

'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. “He was with God in the
beginning.

..."In him was life, and that life was the light of men.
*That light shines in the darkness, and yet the darkness

did not overcome tt. .. ‘
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John 1:1-18

... "“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. We
observed his glory, the glory as the one and only Son
from the Father, full of grace and truth. . .

... 'No one has ever seen God. The one and only Son,
who is himself God and is at the Father’s side - he has

revealed him.
1YKYK






