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8 In the second month of the second year after they 
arrived at God’s house in Jerusalem, Zerubbabel 
son of Shealtiel, Jeshua son of Jozadak, and the 
rest of their brothers, including the priests, the 
Levites, and all who had returned to Jerusalem 
from the captivity, began to build. They appointed 
the Levites who were twenty years old or more to 
supervise the work on the Lord’s house..
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9 Jeshua with his sons and brothers, Kadmiel with 
his sons, and the sons of Judah and of Henadad, 
with their sons and brothers, the Levites, joined 
together to supervise those working on the house 
of God.
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10 When the builders had laid the foundation of the 
Lord’s temple, the priests, dressed in their robes 
and holding trumpets, and the Levites descended 
from Asaph, holding cymbals, took their positions to 
praise the Lord, as King David of Israel had 
instructed. 
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11 They sang with praise and thanksgiving to the 
Lord: “For he is good; his faithful love to Israel 
endures forever.” Then all the people gave a great 
shout of praise to the Lord because the foundation 
of the Lord’s house had been laid.
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14 But who am I, and who are my people, that we 
should be able to give as generously as this? For 
everything comes from you, and we have given you 
only what comes from your own hand. 15 For we 
are aliens and temporary residents in your 
presence as were all our ancestors. Our days on 
earth are like a shadow, without hope.

1 Chronicles 29
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16 Lord our God, all this wealth that we’ve provided 
for building you a house for your holy name comes 
from your hand; everything belongs to you. 17 I 
know, my God, that you test the heart and that you 
are pleased with what is right. I have willingly given 
all these things with an upright heart, and now I 
have seen your people who are present here giving 
joyfully and willingly to you. 
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18 Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, our 
ancestors, keep this desire forever in the thoughts 
of the hearts of your people, and confirm their 
hearts toward you.
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