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1 Now Joseph had been taken to Egypt. An 
Egyptian named Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh 
and the captain of the guards, bought him from 
the Ishmaelites who had brought him there. 2 The 
Lord was with Joseph, and he became a 
successful man, serving in the household of his 
Egyptian master. 3 When his master saw that the 
Lord was with him and that the Lord made 
everything he did successful, 4 Joseph         
found favor with his master and became             
his personal attendant. 
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Potiphar also put him in charge of his household 
and placed all that he owned under his 
authority. 5 From the time that he put him in 
charge of his household and of all that he owned, 
the Lord blessed the Egyptian’s house because of 
Joseph. The Lord’s blessing was on all that he 
owned, in his house and in his fields. 6 He left all 
that he owned under Joseph’s authority;             
he did not concern himself with anything          
except the food he ate.
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Now Joseph was well-built and handsome. 7 After 
some time his master’s wife looked longingly at 
Joseph and said, “Sleep with me.” 8 But he refused. 
“Look,” he said to his master’s wife, “with me here 
my master does not concern himself with anything 
in his house, and he has put all that he owns under 
my authority. 9 No one in this house is greater than 
I am. He has withheld nothing from me          
except you, because you are his wife.                    
So how could I do this immense evil, and            
how could I sin against God?”
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10 Although she spoke to Joseph day after day, he 
refused to go to bed with her. 11 Now one day he 
went into the house to do his work, and none of the 
household servants were there. 12 She grabbed 
him by his garment and said, “Sleep with me!” But 
leaving his garment in her hand, he escaped and 
ran outside.
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13 When she saw that he had left his garment with 
her and had run outside, 14 she called her 
household servants. “Look,” she said to them, “my 
husband brought a Hebrew man to make fools of 
us. He came to me so he could sleep with me, and 
I screamed as loud as I could. 15 When he heard 
me screaming for help, he left his garment     
beside me and ran outside.”

Genesis 39



16 She put Joseph’s garment beside her until his 
master came home. 17 Then she told him the same 
story: “The Hebrew slave you brought to us came 
to make a fool of me, 18 but when I screamed for 
help, he left his garment beside me and ran 
outside.”
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19 When his master heard the story his wife told 
him — “These are the things your slave did to me” 
— he was furious 20 and had him thrown into 
prison, where the king’s prisoners were confined. 
So Joseph was there in prison.
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21 But the Lord was with Joseph and extended 
kindness to him. He granted him favor with the 
prison warden. 22 The warden put all the prisoners 
who were in the prison under Joseph’s authority, 
and he was responsible for everything that was 
done there. 23 The warden did not bother with 
anything under Joseph’s authority, because         
the Lord was with him, and the Lord made 
everything that he did successful.
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1 There was another famine in the land in addition 
to the one that had occurred in Abraham’s time. 
And Isaac went to Abimelech, king of the 
Philistines, at Gerar. 2 The Lord appeared to him 
and said, “Do not go down to Egypt. Live in the 
land that I tell you about; 3 stay in this land as an 
alien, and I will be with you and bless you.          
For I will give all these lands to you and           
your offspring, and I will confirm the oath             
that I swore to your father Abraham.
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4 I will make your offspring as numerous as the 
stars of the sky, I will give your offspring all these 
lands, and all the nations of the earth will be 
blessed by your offspring, 5 because Abraham 
listened to me and kept my mandate, my 
commands, my statutes, and my instructions.” 
6 So Isaac settled in Gerar.
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23 From there he went up to Beer-sheba, 24 and 
the Lord appeared to him that night and said, “I 
am the God of your father Abraham. Do not be 
afraid, for I am with you. I will bless you and 
multiply your offspring because of my servant 
Abraham.”
25 So he built an altar there, called on the       
name of the Lord, and pitched his tent           
there. Isaac’s servants also dug a well there.
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10 Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. 
11 He reached a certain place and spent the night 
there because the sun had set. He took one of 
the stones from the place, put it there at his head, 
and lay down in that place. 12 And he dreamed: A 
stairway was set on the ground with its top 
reaching the sky, and God’s angels were       
going up and down on it. 
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13 The Lord was standing there beside him, 
saying, “I am the Lord, the God of your father 
Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you and 
your offspring the land on which you are lying. 
14 Your offspring will be like the dust of the earth, 
and you will spread out toward the west, the east, 
the north, and the south. All the peoples              
on earth will be blessed through you and          
your offspring. 
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15 Look, I am with you and will watch over you 
wherever you go. I will bring you back to this land, 
for I will not leave you until I have done what I 
have promised you.”
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1 Now Jacob heard what Laban’s sons were 
saying: “Jacob has taken all that was our father’s 
and has built this wealth from what belonged to 
our father.” 2 And Jacob saw from Laban’s face 
that his attitude toward him was not the same as 
before.
3 The Lord said to him, “Go back to the            
land of your ancestors and to your family,            
and I will be with you.”
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22 Flee from youthful 
passions, and pursue 
righteousness, faith, 
love, and peace, along 
with those who call       
on the Lord from a      
pure heart.
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lead                    to immediate reward
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13 Submit to every human authority because of the 
Lord, whether to the emperor as the supreme 
authority 14 or to governors as those sent out by 
him to punish those who do what is evil and to 
praise those who do what is good. 15 For it is God’s 
will that you silence the ignorance of foolish people 
by doing good. 16 Submit as free people, not using 
your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but                
as God’s slaves. 17 Honor everyone.                  
Love the brothers and sisters. Fear God.        
Honor the emperor.
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18 Household slaves, submit to your masters with 
all reverence not only to the good and gentle ones 
but also to the cruel. 19 For it brings favor if, 
because of a consciousness of God, someone 
endures grief from suffering unjustly. 20 For what 
credit is there if when you do wrong and are 
beaten, you endure it? But when you do           
what is good and suffer, if you endure it,              
this brings favor with God.
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21 For you were called to this, because Christ also 
suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you 
should follow in his steps. 22 He did not commit 
sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth; 
23 when he was insulted, he did not insult in return; 
when he suffered, he did not threaten but entrusted 
himself to the one who judges justly. 
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24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree; 
so that, having died to sins, we might live for 
righteousness. By his wounds, you have been 
healed. 25 For you were like sheep going astray, 
but you have now returned to the Shepherd and 
Overseer of your souls.

1 Peter 2
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