
and the Holy Spirit



Acts 2
1 When the day of Pentecost had arrived, they were all 
together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like that of a 
violent rushing wind came from heaven, and it filled the 
whole house where they were staying. 3 They saw 
tongues like flames of fire that separated and rested on 
each one of them. 4 Then they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak in different tongues, as 
the Spirit enabled them.



Acts 2
5 Now there were Jews staying in Jerusalem, devout 
people from every nation under heaven. 6 When this 
sound occurred, a crowd came together and was 
confused because each one heard them speaking in his 
own language. 7 They were astounded and amazed, 
saying, “Look, aren’t all these who are speaking 
Galileans? 8 How is it that each of us can hear them in 
our own native language?



Acts 2
9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites; those who live in 
Mesopotamia, in Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 
Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both Jews and 
converts), 11 Cretans and Arabs — we hear them 
declaring the magnificent acts of God in our own 
tongues.”



Acts 2
12 They were all astounded and perplexed, saying to 
one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But some 
sneered and said, “They’re drunk on new wine.”
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1 When the day of Pentecost had arrived, they were all 
together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like that of a 
violent rushing wind came from heaven, and it filled the 
whole house where they were staying. 
• Originally celebrated the firstfruits of the grain 

harvest the day after the seventh sabbath
• Later it became associated with the day that 

God gave the Ten Commandments from 
Mt. Sinai
• It was one of the three great pilgrim festivals 

(Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles)
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1 When the day of Pentecost had arrived, they were all 
together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like that of 
a violent rushing wind came from heaven, and it filled 
the whole house where they were staying. 
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• Fire
• Divine Speech

Mt. Sinai!
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• For Luke this is “prima facia” evidence of 

the Messianic Age that fulfills prophecy
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Important Information:
1. “Tongues” here at least, means known 

languages, not ecstatic speech
2. Ecstatic speech/unknown tongues is different 

and is addressed in 1st Corinthians
3. The manner is different:                       

Pentecost/no interpretation (1 step) 
Corinthian/needs interpretation (2 steps)

4. The purposes of the two kinds of “tongues” 
is different - evangelistic vs edification
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…in different tongues, as the Spirit enabled them.

•For Luke this marks an significant change in the 
plan of redemption and relates to the baptism of 
Jesus. The birth of the church has been officially 
announced.

•This also affirms that the languages spoken by 
the disciples were languages not known to 
them and only through the presence of the 
Holy Spirit were they able to speak
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Two Major Emphasis from Luke’s Inclusion 
of a List of Nations

1. All the nations listed had significant Jewish 
populations and the Gospel would now be 
available in many languages

2. The mention of Rome is important - the capital 
of this part of the world - and a significant city 
in the rest of Acts
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Acts 2
12 They were all astounded and perplexed, saying to 
one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But some 
sneered and said, “They’re drunk on new wine.”

Miracles do not always self-validate.
The ability of people to deceive themselves 

into not believing what they know to be truth is 
both amazing and horrifying.
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Application

1. Encouragement for Daily Walk with Christ

2. Encouragement for Evangelism

3. Warning for Sign and Proof Seekers



and the Holy Spirit


