
The Appearing
Hope For a New Year



18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worth comparing with the glory that is 
going to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation 
eagerly waits with anticipation for God’s sons to be 
revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to 
futility — not willingly, but because of him who 
subjected it — in the hope 21 that the creation itself 
will also be set free from the bondage to decay into 
the glorious freedom of God’s children.

Romans 8



22 For we know that the whole creation has been 
groaning together with labor pains until now. 23 Not 
only that, but we ourselves who have the Spirit as 
the firstfruits — we also groan within ourselves, 
eagerly waiting for adoption, the redemption of our 
bodies. 24 Now in this hope we were saved, but 
hope that is seen is not hope, because who hopes 
for what he sees? 25 Now if we hope for what we do 
not see, we eagerly wait for it with patience.

Romans 8



1 The wilderness and the dry land will be glad;
the desert will rejoice and blossom like a wildflower.
2 It will blossom abundantly and will also rejoice 
with joy and singing. 
The glory of Lebanon will be given to it,               
the splendor of Carmel and Sharon.
They will see the glory of the Lord,                       
the splendor of our God.

Isaiah 35



3 Strengthen the weak hands,
steady the shaking knees!
4 Say to the cowardly:
“Be strong; do not fear!
Here is your God; vengeance is coming.
God’s retribution is coming; he will save you.”

Isaiah 35



5 Then the eyes of the blind will be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped.
6 Then the lame will leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the mute will sing for joy,
for water will gush in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
7 the parched ground will become a pool,
and the thirsty land, springs.
In the haunt of jackals, in their lairs,
there will be grass, reeds, and papyrus.

Isaiah 35



8 A road will be there and a way;
it will be called the Holy Way.
The unclean will not travel on it,
but it will be for the one who walks the path.
Fools will not wander on it.
9 There will be no lion there,
and no vicious beast will go up on it;
they will not be found there.

Isaiah 35



But the redeemed will walk on it,
10 and the ransomed of the Lord will return
and come to Zion with singing,
crowned with unending joy.
Joy and gladness will overtake them,
and sorrow and sighing will flee.

Isaiah 35



1 The wilderness and the dry land will be glad       
(of them);
the desert will rejoice and blossom like a wildflower.
2 It will blossom abundantly and will also rejoice 
with joy and singing

Isaiah 35

Renewed Creation Rejoices



20 For the creation was subjected to futility — not 
willingly, but because of him who subjected it — in 
the hope 21 that the creation itself will also be set 
free from the bondage to decay into the glorious 
freedom of God’s children. 22 For we know that the 
whole creation has been groaning together with 
labor pains until now. 

Romans 8



The glory of Lebanon will be given to it,               
the splendor of Carmel and Sharon.
They will see the glory of the Lord,                       
the splendor of our God.

Isaiah 35

We Will See His Glory



1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the 
first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 
and the sea was no more. 2 I also saw the holy city, 
the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 
from God, prepared like a bride adorned for her 
husband.

Revelation 21



3 Strengthen the weak hands,                          
steady the shaking knees!
4 Say to the cowardly:                                            
“Be strong; do not fear!                                         
Here is your God; vengeance is coming.          
God’s retribution is coming; he will save you.”

Isaiah 35

Don’t Stop Believing



18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worth comparing with the glory that is 
going to be revealed to us…
25 Now if we hope for what we do not see, we 
eagerly wait for it with patience.

Romans 8



7 The one who conquers will inherit these things, 
and I will be his God, and he will be my son. 8 But 
the cowards, faithless, detestable, murderers, 
sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars 
— their share will be in the lake that burns with fire 
and sulfur, which is the second death.”

Revelation 21



5 Then the eyes of the blind will be opened,        
and the ears of the deaf unstopped.
6 Then the lame will leap like a deer,                   
and the tongue of the mute will sing for joy,

Isaiah 35

When Hope Becomes the 
Experience of Resurrection



23 Not only that, but we ourselves who have the 
Spirit as the firstfruits — we also groan within 
ourselves, eagerly waiting for adoption, the 
redemption of our bodies. 24 Now in this hope we 
were saved, but hope that is seen is not hope, 
because who hopes for what he sees? 25 Now if we 
hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it 
with patience.

Romans 8



for water will gush in the wilderness,                   
and streams in the desert;                                      
7 the parched ground will become a pool,            
and the thirsty land, springs.
In the haunt of jackals, in their lairs,                   
there will be grass, reeds, and papyrus.

Isaiah 35

Revival for God’s People



5 Then the one seated on the throne said, “Look, I 
am making everything new.” He also said, “Write, 
because these words are faithful and true.” 6 Then 
he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the beginning and the end. I will freely give 
to the thirsty from the spring of the water of life.

Revelation 21



8 A road will be there and a way;                              
it will be called the Holy Way.
The unclean will not travel on it,                           
but it will be for the one who walks the path.
Fools will not wander on it.

Isaiah 35

There is a Holy Way



13 “Enter through the narrow gate. For the gate is 
wide and the road broad that leads to destruction, 
and there are many who go through it. 14 How 
narrow is the gate and difficult the road that leads 
to life, and few find it.

Matthew 7



15 “Be on your guard against false prophets who 
come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are 
ravaging wolves. 16 You’ll recognize them by their 
fruit. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes or figs 
from thistles?

Matthew 7



17 In the same way, every good tree produces good 
fruit, but a bad tree produces bad fruit. 18 A good 
tree can’t produce bad fruit; neither can a bad tree 
produce good fruit. 19 Every tree that doesn’t 
produce good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 
fire. 20 So you’ll recognize them by their fruit.

Matthew 7



21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will 
enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who 
does the will of my Father in heaven. 22 On that day 
many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, didn’t we 
prophesy in your name, drive out demons in your 
name, and do many miracles in your name?’ 
23 Then I will announce to them, ‘I never knew you. 
Depart from me, you lawbreakers!’

Matthew 7



9 There will be no lion there,                                 
and no vicious beast will go up on it;                   
they will not be found there.

Isaiah 35

The Holy Way is Protected



But the redeemed will walk on it,                          
10 and the ransomed of the Lord will return          
and come to Zion with singing,

Isaiah 35

The “They”, the “Them”, the “One”, 
of The Holy Way is Revealed



19 For the creation eagerly waits with anticipation 
for God’s sons to be revealed.

Romans 8



But the redeemed will walk on it,                          
10 and the ransomed of the Lord will return          
and come to Zion with singing,

Isaiah 35

The Holy Way Leads to God



crowned with unending joy.
Joy and gladness will overtake them,                  
and sorrow and sighing will flee.

Isaiah 35

The Holy Way 
Leads to Eternal Joy



3 Then I heard a loud voice from the throne: Look, 
God’s dwelling is with humanity, and he will live 
with them. They will be his peoples, and God 
himself will be with them and will be their God.  
4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. 
Death will be no more; grief, crying, and pain will 
be no more, because the previous things have 
passed away.

Revelation 21
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