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• We are hearing one side of a conversation
• Gnostic Ideas
• Sinlessness
• It doesn’t matter because it is physical not spiritual

• Look at other books of the Bible for clarity (after)
• Look inside the book for clues to understand:
• Author’s Purpose
• Author’s Previous Statements
• Author’s Statements that follow

Guardrails
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John’s Purpose of the Letter

13I have written these things to you who believe in the 
name of the Son of God so that you may know that you 
have eternal life. 
Christian Standard Bible (1 John 5:13)
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Encouragement to struggling Christians
John’s Purpose of the Letter

• Provide Assurance of Salvation
• Reassure them of the Gospel and warn them of 

the deception/Deceiver
• Remind them that by believing in the Gospel they 

have fellowship with the True God and His people

TESTS
1. Moral
2. Love
3. Truth
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John’s Purpose in this Passage
• Shock and Awe - (4-10)
• Warning - Do not be deceived (7)
• Test - Paternity Test (10)
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• “Was Revealed” God has a plan and is in         

control (2 times in 5 & 8)
• “Born of God” ( 2 times in 8)                                    

God is active and sovereign in our salvation
• God has children (10)
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About Jesus
• Jesus was revealed to “Take Away Sin” (5)
• Jesus was revealed to “Destroy the Works of 

the Devil” (8)
• Jesus was sinless (5)
• Jesus was righteous (7)
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About the Devil
• The Devil has been a sinner from the 

beginning (8)
• The Devil has children “of the Devil” (8)
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About Sin (4)
Sin is lawlessness.

hamartía ánomos
2 Corinthians 6:14–15 
14Do not be yoked together with those who do not believe. For what 
partnership is there between righteousness and lawlessness? Or what 
fellowship does light have with darkness? 15What agreement does Christ have 
with Belial? Or what does a believer have in common with an unbeliever?



About Sin (4)
Sin is lawlessness.

hamartía ánomos

OPEN REBELLION AGAINST GOD!
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Shock and Awe - Children of God

• Everyone who has 
been born of God does 
not sin 

• His Seed Remains in 
Him 

• He is Not Able to Sin 

1. A Child of God does sin.
2. When a Child of God sins, they 

should ask for forgiveness and 
repent.

3. God is faithful and just to forgive 
the sin.

4. A Child of God cannot live in 
open rebellion to God. DNA!







Shock and Awe - Children of God
5. For a Christian to teach that actions, attitudes, and beliefs 

explicitly condemned by Scripture are evidence that that 
person is living in open rebellion  to the Sovereignty of 
God and the Authority of Scripture and are in fact not a 
“Child of God” but a “Child of the Devil”.  Progressive 
Christianity has its origin in the throne room of Hell as a  
strategy of the Devil to deceive and destroy people.




