
Connected  

John 15:1-8  

1"I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2He cuts off 
every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does 
bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3You are 
already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4Remain in 
me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it 
must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you 
remain in me.  

5"I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I 
in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 
6 If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown 
away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire 
and burned. 7If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask 
whatever you wish, and it will be given you. 8This is to my Father's 
glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my 
disciples.  

 

We are not alone, we live in God's world. 
We believe in God:  
who has created and is creating,  
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh,  
to reconcile and make new,  
who works in us and others by the Spirit.  
We trust in God.  
We are called to be the church:  
to celebrate God's presence,  
to love and serve others,  
to seek justice and resist evil,  
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,  
our judge and our hope.  



In life, in death, in life beyond death,  
God is with us.  
We are not alone.  
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

[Gloria] 

 

Today we continue looking at the last week of the life and ministry 

of Jesus. Jesus and his disciples are in the upper room. They have eaten 

their meal and he wants to leave, but there is still so much he wants to 

say. He wants to make sure they understand all that he has said and all 

that he is saying. He knows that time is running out. He knows that 

when he leaves that table and goes out into the night – sleep won’t be 

coming. Minutes are ticking by.  

They are all starting to get up from the table when Jesus begins to 

talk about vineyards and vines and gardeners.  

When Jesus spoke about vineyards, the disciples would have 

known what he was talking about. It was an industry that had been  



carefully cultivated throughout the country for centuries. It was crucial 

because it was a cash crop as opposed to grain, which was raised mainly 

for personal consumption.  

Now, I must admit that I am not the most educated when it comes 

to the art of the vineyard. I thoroughly enjoyed the novels “A Good 

Year” and “A Year in Provence” by Peter Mayle. I, along with members 

of the church, toured a vineyard in the Galilee. And, of course – I 

learned A LOT from 9 seasons of Falcon’s Crest starring Jane Wyman 

and Lorenzo Lamas.  

Ultimately – what the disciples and others in Judea knew was that 

in one way vines are a very rugged crop and in another sense it is a very 

delicate fruit and requires being treated with kid gloves. A young vine is 

not permitted to bear fruit for the first three years. It is therefore 

drastically pruned in December and January to preserve its energy. If a 

particular branch does not bear fruit – they are cut out to further 

conserve the energy of the plant. If this constant pruning was not done, 

the result would be a crop that was not up to its full potential.  



So, when Jesus spoke about vineyards the people could identify with 

that metaphor.  

But there is something else that these listeners would most 

certainly know. A vineyard was the symbol of the nation. In America we 

might think the flag, or Mt. Rushmore or amber waves of grain, but in 

Judea they thought of their nation as a vineyard. It was a kind of national 

identity. Israel is pictured as the vine or the vineyard of God.  

Isaiah the prophet pictured Israel as the vineyard of God. He said: The 

vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel. In Jeremiah, we read 

God referring to his chosen people in this way: I planted you as a choice 

vine. Hosea spoke a word of judgement when he said: Israel has become 

an empty vine. In the Psalms we read that God compares Israel to a vine 

that came out of Egypt.  

Josephus, the Roman historian, informs us that over one of the 

gates of the Temple in Jerusalem was carved an exquisite grapevine that 

was gilded. It stood as a symbol of national unity. Israel itself was, in the 

eyes of its people, the true vine, whose roots ran all the way back to 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  



Some historians believe that Jesus and his disciples were walking past 

the temple and he motioned to that exquisitely carved vine and branches 

and said, “I AM the vine.”  

He is the vine, while the fruit bearing branches are the disciples. 

God the farmer is depicted as the one who cultivates the vineyard. He 

waters and tends the soil, so that the vine is properly nourished. He takes 

pride in his crop. But this means that he also prunes the vines and 

removes the dead wood. The grapes hang on to the branches. What Jesus 

is saying is clear. The disciples should receive their strength from Jesus. 

He is the true vine. If they break away from him, they will be like 

unproductive branches and will bear no fruit.  

Christ is the true vine. We are the branches. And we have but one 

job. That is to bear fruit. That is why we have been called together as a 

community. We are here to be nourished so that we may bear fruit in our 

homes, in our community and in the world for which Christ died. So 

where is your fruit? Is our church a better church because you are here? 

Is your home a better home because you are here? Is the world a better 

place because you are here? Where is your fruit?  



The issue is not how much knowledge you have. The issue is - - If you 

are connected to Christ, then people should be able to see the fruit of 

your life in terms of our compassion and love and attitude and service.  

John Wesley once wrote a sermon on the Character of a Methodist, and I 

think it could also be said to be the character of a Christian – of one who 

is connected to the Vine and bearing fruit.  

Wesley said, A Methodist is one who has "the love of God shed 

abroad in his heart by the Holy Ghost given unto him;" one who "loves 

the Lord his God with all his heart, and with all his soul, and with all his 

mind, and with all his strength. God is the joy of his heart, and the desire 

of his soul; which is constantly crying out, "Whom have I in heaven but 

thee? and there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee! My God and 

my all! Thou art the strength of my heart, and my portion forever!"  

Does that describe your relationship with Christ? Connected to the vine 

that gives you life? Bearing fruit for Christ in and through your life?  

The popular radio Bible teacher J. Vernon McGee once told about a little 

piece of wood that he kept on his desk. He explained that he took  



this small piece of wood from a vineyard in the San Joaquin Valley. The 

small piece of wood consisted of a section of a grapevine out of which 

grew a branch. The owner of the vineyard told McGee that if two people 

were to have a tug of war with this section of vine, it would break. 

However, it would never break where the vine and branch are joined 

together. The place on a grapevine where the vine and the branch are 

joined together is the vine’s strongest point.  

No wonder Christ used the analogy of the vine and its branches to 

explain his relationship with us, his followers. The strongest place on a 

grapevine is where the branches are attached to the vine. That 

connection is a powerful one. We need to be connected to Christ and 

connected to each other in Christ. Through worship together, through 

Sunday School classes and small groups. Through friendships and 

fellowship - we are stronger as we are each connected to Christ and 

connected to each other.  

The last week of Jesus’ life – he wanted his disciples to understand 

that their life should be connected to him – and their life should bear 

fruit for the kingdom. How connected are you? How does your life  



bear fruit? If you are living your life with a sense of importance and 

urgency – what changes do you need to make to connect to Christ – to 

connect to each other – and to bear fruit for God?  

 


