
Be Prepared 
Matthew 25:1 “At that time the kingdom of heaven will 
be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to 
meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish and 
five were wise. 3 The foolish ones took their lamps but 
did not take any oil with them. 4 The wise ones, 
however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. 5 The 
bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all 
became drowsy and fell asleep. 6 “At midnight the cry 
rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet 
him!’ 7 “Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their 
lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us 
some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’ 9 “‘No,’ 
they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and 
you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for 
yourselves.’ 10 “But while they were on their way to 
buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who 
were ready went in with him to the wedding 
banquet. And the door was shut. 11 “Later the others 
also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for 
us!’12 “But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know 
you. 13 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not 
know the day or the hour. 



I. Election Week 

A. Fear / apocalypse  

B. Likelihood that our discontent will not end this 
week, or next 

C. Youth intrigued with “end times” / often 
happens in times of great upheaval 

D. Jesus day / similar fears / upheavals / when 
asked about what to expect / Jesus share this 
parable 

II. Biblical Story 

A. Bridegroom coming to begin party 

B. Essentially bridesmaids wishing for the big 
moment 

C. Some prepare / some don’t / can’t borrow / 
leave for more supplies / miss the who multi-
day event 



D. Oil as energy, healing, food, beauty 

E. Point - Always be prepared 

III. College and shaving kit / travel list 

IV. Overal Point 

A.  The bridegroom intends to return 

B.  No one knows when 

1. Last week with Revelation - point is not a 
secret code for guessing the end of the 
world, a proclamation of who reigns in the 
end.  There is really not much of a battle 

2. If we were to pick bad years,  

a. 2020 deserves Honorable mention, not 
congeniality 

b. But, there was  
1. 88 Reasons in 1988 
2. Y2k 



3. Mayan calendar 

c. But also 
1. 1929 
2. 1940, 41, 42, 43 
3. Black plague which may have killed 

half the world's population 

3. It could get worse - and it has many times in 
the past - but God has not chosen to return 
then 

4. If God intends for it to be a surprise, it is a 
waste of time to try to out guess God  

C.  Plan for a long wait and a short wait 

D.  Be prepared - What does prepared mean for 
2020 -  

 For us to be prepared spiritually, we have to 
include physical and mental, for those can 
prevent real spiritual growth 



1. Physical -  

a. Pandemic - All of us are tired, we only 
have a few tools, but let's use all the 
tools we have 

b. Bad Coping - Eating, drinking, and not 
exercising 

2. Mental - Find new life patterns, ask for 
professional help, find ways to  safely be 
with people 

3. Spiritual -  
a. Love 
b. Forgive 
c. Show grace 
d. Seek what is just and honorable, not loud 

but disrespectful 
e. Repeat What is true, not what is spun to 

be truthyish 
f. Serve others 
g. Worship 
h. Learn about God with others 



i. Have regular conversations with God 
called prayer; j. Take on the cause of 
poverty, racism, those who are sick; 

l. Follow Jesus, day in and day out.  

V. Taking care of the basics is not glamorous, not 
exciting, does not make great reposts.   

 Like having your spiritual shaving or cosmetics bag 
always stocked. 

 But, it is precisely what God calls us to do 


