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I. Scripture - Matthew 28:1 After the sabbath, as the 
first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And 
suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of 
the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled 
back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like 
lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of 
him the guards shook and became like dead men. 5 But 
the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know 
that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He 
is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. 

II. Joseph of Arimathea 

A. Mentioned in all Gospels 

1. Wealthy 
2. Powerful - Member of Council 
3. Disciple of Jesus, though by some accounts 

quietly / Mark - “looking for the Kingdom” 
4. Had no fear asking Pilate for the Body 
5. Bought a shroud, Placed in a new tomb 



B. Lore and Legend associated with the Holy Grail 
and King Arthur 

C. But in scripture he appears but this one crucial 
moment 

Matthew 27: 57 When it was evening, there came a rich 
man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who was also a 
disciple of Jesus. 58 He went to Pilate and asked for the 
body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be given to 
him. 59 So Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a 
clean linen cloth 60 and laid it in his own new tomb, 
which he had hewn in the rock. He then rolled a great 
stone to the door of the tomb and went away. 61 Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting 
opposite the tomb. 

62 The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the 
chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before 
Pilate 63 and said, “Sir, we remember what that 
impostor said while he was still alive, ‘After three days 
I will rise again.’ 64 Therefore command the tomb to be 
made secure until the third day; otherwise his disciples 
may go and steal him away, and tell the people, ‘He has 
been raised from the dead,’ 



III. Questions 

A. Of Joseph 

1. What if Joseph was giving his tomb to 
Jesus / just a short term loan /  

2. What if he took Jesus’ claims of resurrection 
seriously 

3. What if Joseph was a venture capitalist / 
taking a risk on Jesus claims / believing 
truly that the Kingdom was here /  

B. Of us 

1. Not a bad model for us / It takes courage / 
but when life throws the worst at us / it is 
possible to so believe in the resurrecting 
power of Jesus / that we see the tragedy as 
God’s next opportunity / not the worst days 
of my life 



2. I have seen it happen many times 

a. Unemployment 
b. Marriage Relationships 
c. Educational degrees 
d. Time away from loved ones 
e. Watching a loved one die 
f. Grief from Loss 
g. World-wide pandemic that traps us at 

home 

3. At some point, those three days will end / 
The most spiritually building times / Come 
out of the tomb very different than when we 
went in 

C. Kipp 

1. Life Situations 

a. Late twenties to late thirties 
b. Best and worst years of my life 
c. Married the love of my life 
d. Disillusioned of what I thought it would 

be to be a pastor / what it actually was 



e. Churches where there was a mismatch / I 
knew it would never work / it would take 
time to find the next chapter / like a 
tomb waiting 

2. In course of life / happened several times / 
Each time I learned from the past one 

3. Found ways to spend life in the tomb 
a. Studied subjects that would improve my 

skills 
b. Invested time in my family 
c. Journaled, Prayed, Exercised 
d. Prepared for life beyond the tomb 


