
Bill & Kipp’s Excellent Bible Adventure

John - Episode 6 - John 1 - The Prologue - Part B 

I. Light in the Darkness - One of the reasons the early church chose Christmas to be at the Winter 
Solstice was because of  the words of John 1: 3a-5, “What has come into being 4 in him was 
life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
did not overcome it.”  After the Solstice, the length of light increases all the way into spring and 
then summer, the life-giving power of God seems to increase. 

A. Do a word search on “light” and “dark” in John through a site like biblegateway.com and 
see what you learn about how John uses these as symbols. 

B. Recalling Genesis 1: 1-5, and God speaking light into existence, how is the meaning of  
the first five verses of John affected by the first five verses of Genesis? 

C. When in your life have you experienced a “dark night” that seemed it would never end? 
D. How has God used the joy of the Christmas season in your life and in our communities to 

shine a light into life’s darkest places?  

II. Logos and Wisdom - John’s use of the “Logos” theology came partially out of Greek thought, 
but it was also based in lat Old Testament “Wisdom Literature.” 

A. Read Psalm 104: 24 - “O Lord, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made 
them all; the earth is full of your creatures.”  How does this verse, depending on how it is 
read, seem to give wisdom its own separate existence?   

B. How could one reading it associate the creator God having the embodiment of wisdom 
present at the creation?  How would that easily translate to John’s idea that through the 
Word “all things came into being through him?” 

3. Consider the words from one of the verses of “O Come, O Come Emanuel” written well 
before it was put to paper in the 15th century.  How has God’s wisdom brought order to 
your life?  When did you realize that God’s wisdom was greater than your personal 
experience? 

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, And order all things, far and nigh; 
To us the path of knowledge show, And cause us in her ways to go. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

III. Threw his Tent - John 1:14 says, “And the Word became flesh and lived (literally - threw his 
tent) among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and 
truth.”  In 1990, Bette Middler sang a song entitled “From a Distance,” the chorus of which 
says, “God is watching us, God is watching us, God is watching us, from a distance.” 

A. How would John respond to those lyrics considering his words in vs. 1:14? 
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B. At what moments in life have you realized that God is not “out there,” but has instead 
“pitched his tent” in the middle of the mess of life? 

C. How does Jesus’ love for his disciples and friends indicate that God is interested in the 
mundane of all of his creation? 
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