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Series: The Primary Messages of Jesus      April 11, 2026 

Session #1:  My Father & Your Father! 

 

 
 

John 20:17 (NLT) 17 “Don’t cling to me,” Jesus said, “for I haven’t yet ascended to the Father. But go find my 

brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ”  

 

Title Session# 1: My Father & Your Father! 

 

God is a good, loving, forgiving, very-close, gift-giving, providing Father who wants to have a personal 

relationship forever! 

 

1. John 3:16 - Good, Loving, Forgiving, Forever Father! 

John 3:16 (NLT) 16 “For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone 

who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.  

 

2. Matthew 18:12-14 - Good, Loving, Forgiving, Forever Father! (A Father who wants rescue) 

Matthew 18:12–14 (NLT) Parable of the Lost Sheep  
12 “If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them wanders away, what will he do? Won’t he leave the 

ninety-nine others on the hills and go out to search for the one that is lost? 13 And if he finds it, I tell you 

the truth, he will rejoice over it more than over the ninety-nine that didn’t wander away! 14 In the same 

way, it is not my heavenly Father’s will that even one of these little ones should perish.  
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3. Matthew 7:7-11 – Good, Loving, Very-Close, Gift-Giving, Providing Father! 

Matthew 7:7–11 (NLT) Effective Prayer 7 “Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on 

seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks, 

receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And to everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 9 “You 

parents—if your children ask for a loaf of bread, do you give them a stone instead? 10 Or if they ask for a 

fish, do you give them a snake? Of course not! 11 So if you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your 

children, how much more will your heavenly Father give good gifts to those who ask him.  

 

James 1:17 (NLT) 17 Whatever is good and perfect is a gift coming down to us from God our Father, who 

created all the lights in the heavens. He never changes or casts a shifting shadow.  

 

4. Matthew 6:24-34 Very Close, Gift Giving, Providing Father Who Wants Personal Relationship! 

Matthew 6:24–34 (NLT) 24 “No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other; you 

will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and be enslaved to money.  
25 “That is why I tell you not to worry about everyday life—whether you have enough food and drink, or 

enough clothes to wear. Isn’t life more than food, and your body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds. 

They don’t plant or harvest or store food in barns, for your heavenly Father feeds them. And aren’t you far 

more valuable to him than they are? 27 Can all your worries add a single moment to your life? 28 “And why 

worry about your clothing? Look at the lilies of the field and how they grow. They don’t work or make 

their clothing, 29 yet Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as beautifully as they are. 30 And if God cares 

so wonderfully for wildflowers that are here today and thrown into the fire tomorrow, he will certainly 

care for you. Why do you have so little faith? 31 “So don’t worry about these things, saying, ‘What will we 

eat? What will we drink? What will we wear?’ 32 These things dominate the thoughts of unbelievers, but 

your heavenly Father already knows all your needs. 33 Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live 

righteously, and he will give you everything you need. 34 “So don’t worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow 

will bring its own worries. Today’s trouble is enough for today.  

 

5. Luke 12:22-32 Same as Above Scripture + Verse 30 (believers are different) & Verse 32 (It Gives Father 

Great Happiness) 

Luke 12:22–32 (NLT) Teaching about Money and Possessions  
22 Then, turning to his disciples, Jesus said, “That is why I tell you not to worry about everyday life—

whether you have enough food to eat or enough clothes to wear. 23 For life is more than food, and your 

body more than clothing. 24 Look at the ravens. They don’t plant or harvest or store food in barns, for God 

feeds them. And you are far more valuable to him than any birds! 25 Can all your worries add a single 
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moment to your life? 26 And if worry can’t accomplish a little thing like that, what’s the use of worrying 

over bigger things? 27 “Look at the lilies and how they grow. They don’t work or make their clothing, yet 

Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as beautifully as they are. 28 And if God cares so wonderfully for 

flowers that are here today and thrown into the fire tomorrow, he will certainly care for you. Why do you 

have so little faith? 29 “And don’t be concerned about what to eat and what to drink. Don’t worry about 

such things. 30 These things dominate the thoughts of unbelievers all over the world, but your Father 

already knows your needs. 31 Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and he will give you everything you 

need. 32 “So don’t be afraid, little flock. For it gives your Father great happiness to give you the Kingdom.  

 

6. Luke 15:11-32 The Lost Son -Good, Loving, Forgiving, Very Close, Gift-Giving, Providing Father Who 

Wants To Have A Relationship... Forever! 

Luke 15:11–32 (NLT) Parable of the Lost Son 11 To illustrate the point further, Jesus told them this story: “A 

man had two sons. 12 The younger son told his father, ‘I want my share of your estate now before you die.’ 

So his father agreed to divide his wealth between his sons. 13 “A few days later this younger son packed all 

his belongings and moved to a distant land, and there he wasted all his money in wild living. 14 About the 

time his money ran out, a great famine swept over the land, and he began to starve. 15 He persuaded a local 

farmer to hire him, and the man sent him into his fields to feed the pigs. 16 The young man became so 

hungry that even the pods he was feeding the pigs looked good to him. But no one gave him anything. 
17 “When he finally came to his senses, he said to himself, ‘At home even the hired servants have food 

enough to spare, and here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will go home to my father and say, “Father, I have 

sinned against both heaven and you, 19 and I am no longer worthy of being called your son. Please take me 

on as a hired servant.” ’ 20 “So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way off, his 

father saw him coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him, and kissed him. 
21 His son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy of 

being called your son.’ 22 “But his father said to the servants, ‘Quick! Bring the finest robe in the house and 

put it on him. Get a ring for his finger and sandals for his feet. 23 And kill the calf we have been fattening. 

We must celebrate with a feast, 24 for this son of mine was dead and has now returned to life. He was lost, 

but now he is found.’ So the party began. 25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the fields working. When he 

returned home, he heard music and dancing in the house, 26 and he asked one of the servants what was 

going on. 27 ‘Your brother is back,’ he was told, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf. We are 

celebrating because of his safe return.’ 28 “The older brother was angry and wouldn’t go in. His father came 

out and begged him, 29 but he replied, ‘All these years I’ve slaved for you and never once refused to do a 

single thing you told me to. And in all that time you never gave me even one young goat for a feast with 

my friends. 30 Yet when this son of yours comes back after squandering your money on prostitutes, you 

celebrate by killing the fattened calf!’ 31 “His father said to him, ‘Look, dear son, you have always stayed by 
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me, and everything I have is yours. 32 We had to celebrate this happy day. For your brother was dead and 

has come back to life! He was lost, but now he is found!’ ”  

 

7. Matthew 6:5-18 Very Close Providing Father! (Daily Provision – “today”)(Don’t Be Showy – Have a 

Real Relationship With The Father) 

Matthew 6:5–18 (NLT) Teaching about Prayer and Fasting 5 “When you pray, don’t be like the hypocrites 

who love to pray publicly on street corners and in the synagogues where everyone can see them. I tell you 

the truth, that is all the reward they will ever get. 6 But when you pray, go away by yourself, shut the door 

behind you, and pray to your Father in private. Then your Father, who sees everything, will reward you. 
7 “When you pray, don’t babble on and on as the Gentiles do. They think their prayers are answered merely 

by repeating their words again and again. 8 Don’t be like them, for your Father knows exactly what you 

need even before you ask him! 9 Pray like this: Our Father in heaven, may your name be kept holy. 10 May 

your Kingdom come soon. May your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 11 Give us today the food we 

need, 12 and forgive us our sins, as we have forgiven those who sin against us. 13 And don’t let us yield to 

temptation, but rescue us from the evil one. 14 “If you forgive those who sin against you, your heavenly 

Father will forgive you. 15 But if you refuse to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins. 16 “And 

when you fast, don’t make it obvious, as the hypocrites do, for they try to look miserable and disheveled so 

people will admire them for their fasting. I tell you the truth, that is the only reward they will ever get. 
17 But when you fast, comb your hair and wash your face. 18 Then no one will notice that you are fasting, 

except your Father, who knows what you do in private. And your Father, who sees everything, will reward 

you.  

 

John 10:10 (NLT) 10 The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. My purpose is to give them a rich 

and satisfying life.  

 

Romans 8:15–17 (NLT) 15 So you have not received a spirit that makes you fearful slaves. Instead, you 

received God’s Spirit when he adopted you as his own children. Now we call him, “Abba, Father.” 16 For his 

Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that we are God’s children. 17 And since we are his children, we are his 

heirs. In fact, together with Christ we are heirs of God’s glory. But if we are to share his glory, we must also 

share his suffering.  

 

1 John 3:1 (NLT) See how very much our Father loves us, for he calls us his children, and that is what we 

are!  

 

Don’t we fight for our family living life in paradise forever! 



God is a good, loving, forgiving, very-close, gift-giving, providing Father who wants to have a personal 

relationship forever! 

 

Page 5 of 5 
 

Ephesians 1:2–5 (NLT) 2 May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and peace.  
3 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in 

the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ. 4 Even before he made the world, God loved us and 

chose us in Christ to be holy and without fault in his eyes. 5 God decided in advance to adopt us into his 

own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it gave him 

great pleasure.  

Isn’t that what God wants? 


