John 14:1-11 Group Discussion Guide

Summary of the Passage

The room is still shaped by everything that has just happened. Jesus has washed their
feet. He has spoken of betrayal and denial. The disciples can feel that something is
shifting, even if they can’t fully name it. So Jesus speaks tenderly: “Let not your hearts
be troubled.” He is not dismissing their fear but He is meeting them in it. He tells them to
believe in God, and to believe also in Him. Then He gives them a picture: His Father’s
house, filled with many rooms. There is a space prepared. And He is going ahead of
them, not to abandon them, but to make a place for them. The cross that lies before
Him is not a detour; it is the very means by which He prepares the table, secures their
place, and brings them home.

And then comes the promise: “I will come again and will take you to myself, that where |
am you may be also.” At the heart of salvation is not merely rescue from sin but it is
being brought into the presence of God. Thomas, honest as ever, voices what the
others are likely thinking: “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we
know the way?” Jesus answers with one of the most direct claims in all of Scripture:

‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through

me.

He does not point to a path. He presents Himself. Philip then asks to see the Father,
and Jesus responds with a gentle correction: “Whoever has seen me has seen the
Father.” Everything the disciples long to know about God: His character, His heart, His
purposes, is revealed in Christ.

In the midst of uncertainty, Jesus anchors them in this truth:
He is enough.

He will make the way.

And He is bringing them home.

Reflection Questions

1. Jesus begins by saying, “Let not your hearts be troubled.”
o Given what was about to come (suffering and the cross) Jesus leans into
this place of “Let your hearts not be troubled.” What does a calm,
anchored heart look like in the face of chaos or disruption?



9.

o What does it look like, practically, to trust Jesus in that place in your own
heart?

. Jesus doesn’t remove uncertainty, He gives Himself in the middle of it.

o Do you find yourself asking for clarity or for control more than for Christ
Himself?

Jesus says He is the way—not a way.

o What emotions or thoughts does that stir in you, especially considering our
culture’s emphasis on many paths to God?

Why do you think this claim can feel offensive or exclusive to people today?

o How might you explain this truth to someone in a way that is both honest
and compassionate?

If the standard of coming to God is perfection, and none of us can meet it,
o How does that help us understand why Jesus must be the only way?
How does this claim actually lead not to arrogance, but to humility and gratitude?
Jesus says that to see Him is to see the Father.

o What do you learn about God’s heart as you look at the life of Jesus?
Jesus promises that He will bring His people to be with Him.

- Go around the room and ask: “Where would you say “home” is? Where do
you feel most at peace/rest/loved in this world” It could be a place, when
you are with a loved one or a community. (These are all just a foretaste of
what Jesus is for us)

In what ways are you tempted to settle for lesser “homes” or comforts in this

world?

Closing Prayer Points

1. Trusting Jesus with Troubled Hearts

Bring before the Lord the specific fears, anxieties, or uncertainties you are
carrying.

Ask for a deeper trust in Jesus - not just in outcomes, but in His presence with
you.

Pray for hearts that rest in Him, even when life feels unsettled.

2. Receiving the Work of Christ

Thank Jesus for going to the cross to prepare a place for you.

e Confess any ways you are trying to earn what He has already secured.
e Ask for a deeper assurance that your salvation rests fully in Him.



3. Embracing Jesus as the Only Way

e Pray for wisdom and gentleness in conversations with those who struggle with
this truth.

4. Knowing the Father’s Heart

e Thank God that He has made Himself known through Jesus.
e Pray for a deeper relationship with Him, not just knowledge about Him.

5. Longing for Our True Home

e Thank God for the promise that He is bringing His people to Himself.
e Ask for a growing longing for His presence above all else.
e Pray that this future hope would shape how you live today.
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