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1 Cor 15:1 Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received 
and in which you stand, 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you 
— unless you believed in vain.  
 

Background to James, the half brother of Jesus (John 7:1-8, Mark 3:20-22, 31-35, Acts 15:1-21; 
21:17-25) 

 
James 1:1 James, a bondservant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are scattered 
abroad: Greetings. 2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  
3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.  

 
Rom 8:27 Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes 
intercession for the saints according to the will of God. 28 And we know that all things work 
together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. 29 
For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He 
might be the firstborn among many brethren.  

 
Job 19:25 For I know that my Redeemer lives, And He shall stand at last on the earth; 26 And after 
my skin is destroyed, this I know, That in my flesh I shall see God, 27 Whom I shall see for myself, 
And my eyes shall behold, and not another. How my heart yearns within me!  

 
James 1:4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. 5 If 
any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be 
given to him. 6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven 
and tossed by the wind.  

 
Jer 38:14 Then Zedekiah the king sent and had Jeremiah the prophet brought to him at the third 
entrance of the house of the Lord. And the king said to Jeremiah, "I will ask you something. Hide 
nothing from me." 15 Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, "If I declare it [God's prophetic word] to you, will 
you not surely put me to death? And if I give you advice, you will not listen to me." 16 So Zedekiah 
the king swore secretly to Jeremiah, saying, "As the Lord lives, who made our very souls, I will not 
put you to death, nor will I give you into the hand of these men who seek your life." 17 Then 
Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, "Thus says the Lord, the God of hosts, the God of Israel: 'If you surely 
surrender to the king of Babylon's princes, then your soul shall live; this city shall not be burned with 
fire, and you and your house shall live. 18 But if you do not surrender to the king of Babylon's 
princes, then this city shall be given into the hand of the Chaldeans; they shall burn it with fire, and 
you shall not escape from their hand.'"  
 
Jeremiah 38:19 And Zedekiah the king said to Jeremiah, "I am afraid of the Jews who have defected 
to the Chaldeans, lest they deliver me into their hand, and they abuse me." 20 But Jeremiah said, 
"They shall not deliver you. Please, obey the voice of the Lord which I speak to you. So it shall be 
well with you, and your soul shall live. 21 But if you refuse to surrender, this is the word that the 
Lord has shown me: 22 'Now behold, all the women who are left in the king of Judah's house shall 
be surrendered to the king of Babylon's princes, and those women shall say: "Your close friends 
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have set upon you and prevailed against you; your feet have sunk in the mire, and they have turned 
away again."  

 
Jeremiah 38:23 'So they shall surrender all your wives and children to the Chaldeans. You shall not 
escape from their hand, but shall be taken by the hand of the king of Babylon. And you shall cause 
this city to be burned with fire.'" 24 Then Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, "Let no one know of these 
words, and you shall not die.  

 
James 1:7 For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded 
man, unstable in all his ways. 9 Let the lowly brother glory in his exaltation, 10 but the rich in his 
humiliation, because as a flower of the field he will pass away. 11 For no sooner has the sun risen with a 
burning heat than it withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beautiful appearance perishes. So the rich man 
also will fade away in his pursuits.  

 
Luke 12:16 Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: "The ground of a certain rich man yielded 
plentifully. 17 And he thought within himself, saying, 'What shall I do, since I have no room to store 
my crops?' 18 So he said, 'I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build greater, and there I will 
store all my crops and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up 
for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry."' 20 But God said to him, 'Fool! This night 
your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?' 21 
"So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God."  

 
Deut 30:5 Then the Lord your God will bring you to the land which your fathers possessed, and you 
shall possess it. He will prosper you and multiply you more than your fathers. 6 And the Lord your 
God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants, to love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live.  

 
Jer 31:31 "Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and with the house of Judah — 32 not according to the covenant that I made with 
their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My 
covenant which they broke, though I was a husband to them, says the Lord. 33 But this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put My law 
in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 
34 No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, 'Know the Lord,' 
for they all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, says the Lord. For I will 
forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more." 35 Thus says the Lord, Who gives 
the sun for a light by day, The ordinances of the moon and the stars for a light by night, Who 
disturbs the sea, and its waves roar (The Lord of hosts is His name): 36 "If those ordinances depart 
from before Me, says the Lord, then the seed of Israel shall also cease from being a nation before Me 
forever." 37 Thus says the Lord: "If heaven above can be measured, and the foundations of the earth 
searched out beneath, I will also cast off all the seed of Israel for all that they have done, says the 
Lord.  
 
Ex 12:43 And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, "This is the ordinance of the Passover: No 
foreigner shall eat it. 44 But every man's servant who is bought for money, when you have 
circumcised him, then he may eat it. 45 A sojourner and a hired servant shall not eat it. Go to verse 
48--------For no uncircumcised person shall eat it. 49 One law shall be for the native-born and for the 
stranger who dwells among you."  


