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Dear Friends in Christ,
Grace and peace to you from God, who is breaking new ground this spring, and our Lord and
Risen Savior Jesus Christ.
Spring is fully on the way. Gray and brown move over for robin’s egg blue and new blades of
green grass. And we welcome it! After months of bundling up, staying cozy at home has finally
lost its charm. I chuckle to myself thinking how I enjoyed November snowflakes and first cups
of hot cocoa and pumpkin spice everything.
Thank goodness for seasons! We usher each one in with gratitude at the change of pace. Yet,
each one can overstay its welcome, especially the South Dakota seasons of Winter and Road
Construction. The seasons of nature often coincide with the seasons of the Church. This winter,
our Journey learners became familiar with the liturgical calendar. The calendar of the Church
year is often represented in a wheel-shaped diagram. Round and round we travel through the
remembrance of the promise of God’s love and salvation for us and for the world.
The first Sunday in Advent is the beginning point of the year as we prepare for the celebration
of Jesus’ birth at Christmas. Christmas is followed by Epiphany, a season of revelation–of
heavenly ahas. From Epiphany we enter Lent through the festival of the Transfiguration of Our
Lord. Lent is our annual trip toward Easter, full of reverence, repentance, paying attention,
prayer, and possibility.
Lent also happens to be set in one of the most dramatic changes of the natural seasons in my
opinion: from Winter into Spring. What a perfect pair of longings. The longing for lengthened
days and people emerging from hibernation–alongside our soul’s longing for release from the
deep suffering of human captivity to sin. This is the longing for a Savior.
As hope-filled buds and blades poke up from once barren winter soil, so Jesus, after three days
buried in the ground, emerges alive with the promise of new life in tow. Christ breaks the
ground for us and unbinds us from the dormancy of death once and for all. Alleluia!
This spring another type of ground-breaking will be happening in our midst. It is also an
emergence full of hope and the promise of life. On the northeast end of our property, we will
see a dream take physical shape as the Brookings food insecurity solutions facility begins to be
built. We are grateful to be partners in this project, sharing property for a new home for the
Brookings Area Food Pantry, the Backpack Program, the United Way, and more helping
organizations in our community. What a joy it will be to be a part of sharing the Good News of
the resurrection, new life, in tangible ways with our neighbors experiencing hunger. I pray you
will see this change of seasons, this breaking of the ground, as a sign of hope. Thank you for
your part in making it possible as you have trusted God and supported our congregation
throughout the years, in each and every season.
In Resurrection hope,
Pastor Jess Daum

April 10, 2022
8:30 a.m.
Festival Worship Service
10:30 a.m.
Praise Worship Service

April 17, 2022
7:00 a.m.
Easter Sunrise Worship Service
with Holy Communion

(Children will Palm process at both
services!)

8:30 a.m.
Easter Worship Service
with Holy Communion
10:30 a.m.
Easter Worship Service
with Holy Communion

April 14, 2022
7:00 p.m.
Worship Service with Holy
Communion

8:00 a.m.—10:30 a.m.
Full hot breakfast served

April 15, 2022

8:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.
Fruit and baked goods served

7:00 p.m.
Worship Service

Sponsored by the FLC Youth
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This Easter season you’re invited to embark on a congregational season of invitation we’re
calling “Plus One.” Together we will answer God’s invitation to us, explore the art of
invitation, prepare for invited company, and extend the invitation to those around us.
Sermons will focus on the way God invites us and show us how we are called to invite others.
I’m very excited to learn with you and see how God will empower us each to bring along a
Plus One. -Pastor Jess Daum
As a congregation, we will read “The Invitational Christian” by Pastor Dave Daubert.
Opportunities to read and discuss:
+Tuesdays @ 2pm in the FLC Parlor
+Tuesdays @ 7pm in the Mission Coffeehouse Meeting Room & by Zoom
+Form your own group
You may order or purchase a book (or more to share) in the church office or by emailing
Pastor Jess at pastorjess@firstlutheranchurch.org by April 20th.

Join us on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the
month when we meet for conversation about
things that matter. A table at which all
perspectives are welcome. The format is simple:
beer, conversation, and God.
Everyone is
welcome...and you don’t have to drink beer!
Pastor Jess, Pastor Trey, Madison McCabe and
Pastor Cassandra from the Lutheran Center take
turns as leaders.
1st Thursday of the Month at 8:00 pm
Wooden Legs - 309 5th Street
3rd Thursday of the Month at 8:00 pm
Mosaic - 225 Main Avenue
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MUSIC NEWS
“I want Jesus to walk with
me.”
As we walk this Lenten journey, my prayer is to have Jesus beside us as we walk through the
journey to the cross and celebrate the Resurrection.
We are pleased to welcome new choir members. Don and Kay Norten, Patricia Villamediana,
Jim Schade, and Matthew Dulas. Don is the CEO of the South Dakota Ag and Rural
Leadership Program and Kay has a position with Habitat for Humanity. Patricia is from
Venezuela and is an Extension Dairy Field Specialist at SDSU. Former owners of Schade
Vineyards, Jim Schade and his wife, Nancy, have recently moved to Brookings from Volga.
Matthew Dulas is a junior music major from Pipestone, Mn. and is on a choir scholarship.
Welcome.
In addition to Wednesday Lenten services, there will be Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and
three services on Easter Sunday. The choir, bell choir and instrumentalists will be enhancing
our worship during this season. On Palm Sunday, the hand bells will be joining the sanctuary
choir for a special selection.
Thank you to all the musicians who enhance our worship services.
Pat Anderson,
Music Coordinator for 8:30 service

FROM THE BISHOP’S DESK
Easter People,
May the risen Christ greet you in the midst of your own grief and the grief the world finds
itself in. All four Gospels share various shades of Jesus’ resurrection. They may not align on
the details, but they leave no doubt about Christ’s resurrection.
He has risen!
He has risen indeed!
In the midst of life’s turmoil, unfathomable realities of war and strife, and our daily grind, we
know that death is real. It shows up differently for each one of us, but we know it is real. But
as Easter people, people who trust and believe that God raised Christ from the tomb in spite
of what others say, we know that Christ is real-er and that no matter what stronghold death
thinks it can hold over us, God will find us in the midst of our grief and bring about life in the
midst of death and out of death. Therefore, dear Easter people, let us cling to the promise
that nothing, absolutely nothing will ever be able to separate us from the love of God.
Thanks be to God!
Journeying with you,
Bishop Constanze Hagmaier
South Dakota Synod, ELCA
5

We are now accepting student registrations for the 2022/2023 school year. We offer two, or
five half-day a week classes for 3-4-year olds. We offer three, and five half day a week
classes or an all-day class for 4–5-year olds. We also offer a Jr K class. If you have
questions, or if you would like more information please call the Preschool Office at 697-2756
or email me sueann@firstlutheranbrookings.org. Some of our classes fill up very quickly so
don’t wait!!
This month we will be learning about and celebrating Easter. One of the children’s favorite
activities is our annual Easter egg hunt! There will be no school April 14-18 due to Easter
vacation.
We are also planning for our Preschool Graduation Ceremonies that will be held on
Wednesday, May 18 at 10:30am and 2:30pm. The last day of school will be on Friday, May
20.
Have a Super Spring!
SueAnn

From Council
President
Kris Seas
Happy Spring from your Church Council! We are
so blessed with all the great things happening
here at First Lutheran. Thank you for your
patience and caring for others through our
COVID-19 protocol ups and downs. Thank you
for carrying out our mission to carry the word
of God into the world with you every day. We
wish to invite you to consider a couple of
opportunities. 1. We are looking for 3 members
to be part of our Nominating Committee which
helps identify potential leaders for various
congregational positions. If interested please
let a member of the Council or Jo in the office
know. 2. We are looking for up to 7 members
that would like to be Voting Members for us at
Synod Assembly June 3-4, 2022 in Sioux Falls.
Let us know if you are interested.
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The FLC Quilters are
in need of sheets for
their quilt backings!
As you go about
your spring
cleaning, please
keep them in mind.
Thank you to all of
the people who drop
off fabric and
sheets. We
appreciate you!

Children’s Ministry
It’s difficult to grasp that this year’s Journey to Discipleship is soon ending. The last Sunday
class is on April 24th and the last Wednesday night is April 27th. Until then, here are a few
important dates:

•Sunday April 10th we will have a Palm Procession at both services. All children are
encouraged to participate. Watch for details in the bulletin and Journey emails.

•Wednesday, April 13 NO MEAL – but we will have Journey
•Wednesday, April 20

NO JOURNEY to Discipleship – No MEAL

•Sunday, April 24 Last Day of Sunday Journey to Discipleship
•Wednesday, April 27 Last Day of Wednesday Journey to Discipleship

We have recently hired Laci Thompson as our Nursery Coordinator. You may recognize Laci as
the owner of Pasque in downtown Brookings. As a mother of two and a member of several
boards, Laci has held corporate positions while volunteering at church and now a small
business owner. Laci understands the importance of a safe, nurturing environment for
children and the impact volunteers make in church programming. Her knowledge and skill set
will allow us to create a solid start to the church programming for our youngest children.
First Lutheran Church nursery care providers are paid and trained to care for young children.
On February 23, Laci held a training for the current nursery care providers. The training was
well attended. If you are interested in nursery care or joining our wonderful team of nursery
care providers contact Laci at Laci@mypasque.com or 605-695-3206.
Nursery Care on Wednesday evenings will end on April 27. Sunday nursery will continue at
least through the end of May and during special classes or events.
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2022-2023 Journey
Registration is open!
Watch for information announcing open
registration coming home with your
child, via email, church
announcements, and more.
Check the website often!
https://firstlutheranbrookings.org/
children
Please take the time to register your
children before the end of year
craziness leads to summer sun & fun.

Interested in volunteering for
Journey to Discipleship on
Wednesday evenings or Sunday
mornings?
Training, co-teaching, and detailed plans
are provided! See the website
faithformations@firstlutheranbrookings.org
for the volunteer form or contact Kari York
for more information.

What about Summer? Is there going to be VBS?

VBF!

Vacation Bible Fest

(Vacation Bible School for Everyone)

“Jubilee! God sets us Free!”
Save the Dates: June 19-22nd
5:30—8:00 p.m.

4 nights of fun, food, fellowship
Something for EVERYONE!
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EARLY BIRD
PRICING FOR CAMP
Early Bird prices for
Lutherans Outdoors
Camps ends on April
15th!
Due to the
generosity of our
congregation, First
Lutheran Church
offers financial
backing for those
who are interested
in attending
Summer Camps.
Lutherans Outdoors
also offers
scholarships.
Contact Kari York for
more information.
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YOUTH MINISTRIES
Happy Spring, I pray you are being filled with light and warmth as the seasons change.
Youth group:
Highlight: The season has been full of highlights! The range in conversation in a single night
could cause whiplash; the youth always have so much to share (and almost always want to
continue talking after our time for the night has come to an end). Positivity and support pour
out for one another during youth group. It has been beautiful to hear the youth express an
appreciation for our ELCA Lutheran theology (without prompting or even knowing!) Our main
reflections in this time have been upon the Bible at large and what it can mean in the
modern world.
Confirmation:
Highlight: We are finally in a flow that everyone is understanding! The four semesters
previous to this one have changed quite a lot each time around so the stability has brought
comfort. Confirmation students have continued to reflect upon the Lord’s prayer and are now
attending Lenten services and debriefing the messages in contextual ways.
Summer youth trip:
This summer the high schoolers that signed up to attend the national youth gathering will
now be attending a wilderness camp in Northern Minnesota! (The youth gathering was
canceled due to covid adjustments but our resilient youth are still excited to encounter God
in a new and powerful way). A HUMONGOUS thank you to all the folks who participated in
the recent fundraisers “Take Stock in our Youth” and the fabric drive! Y’all are helping to
invigorate the faith lives of our youth and helping them to understand the fabric of our
church community.
Fundraisers coming up:
April: Easter Breakfast on April 17th
Breakfast is back! Bring your friends and family to share Easter breakfast starting at 8am
and going until 12pm. The hot full meals will be served until 10:30, fruit and baked goods
will be offered until 12pm.
May: Flamingo Flocks
Do you know someone who is in need of a flock of flamingos in their yard? OR maybe you
DO NOT want a flock of flamingos in your yard? Well listen up, because we have news for
you: In May, the students attending the summer trip will be Flamingoing the yards for $25 a
yard. Play along and tag a friend! The flock will stay put for 22-48 hours. Don’t want to be
flamingoed? We have insurance for that, at a cost of $50. Flamingo request: call Madison or
the main office for more details.
In peace and prayer,
Madison McCabe
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News From Dee Shanley, Your Missionary in Belize

Returning as a volunteer teacher in January for the 2nd semester at Alvin L. Young High
School in Belize, I found the school continuing with virtual learning. As restrictions were
lifted we began returning to in-person classes. Along with the plan to return to campus came
challenges for the students. Many had no money to pay for transportation, or to purchase
school lunch. Thankfully my friends at First Lutheran sent money with me for unexpected
expenses and student needs. I offered up those funds to the school to distribute to the
students. Those needs were met, and now a majority of the students have been able to
return to school for in-person learning.
On behalf of First Lutheran, I spent a weekend at Camp SeKonsa, a nearby camp for children
with disabilities. Although the FLC Belize Team had postponed their mission trip to Camp
SeKonsa, I was able to represent our team by providing a donation for supplies and labor to
complete an ADA approved bathroom.
I also spent a weekend in service at the camp with students from the high school. We
worked hard to clean the campgrounds and then served the children with disabilities
attending the camp by providing activities and games. It was truly a blessed and eventful
day for all as students learned how to live out their Christian faith by helping others.
Upcoming Events & Prayer Requests:
• Jean Gentry has tickets to visit and serve with me in March for several weeks. She will
bring Thrivent t-shirts & sewing supplies in an extra bag, plus her enthusiasm for helping in
the school! Pray that Jean has a safe and rewarding visit!
• Similar to our situation in the U.S., Belizean schools struggle with attendance issues. Pray
for teachers, administrators and students to be faithful workers.
• As always, pray for Dee’s well-being and continued joy in being God’s hands on
behalf of FLC ministry.
• Watch for summer ’22 opportunity to visit with Dee and hear updates on our
scholarship recipients and efforts.
• Thanksgiving for success in the past and future plans: upcoming mission trips and service
to God’s people in Belize

At Camp SeKonsa, Dee
guides children with
disabilities to learn new
skills.
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Scheduled Missions of the
Month:
March - “Sleep in Heavenly
Peace”
April - “Belize”
May - Brookings Humane
Society
from Jeanne Eclov, MCH Manager
Happy Spring!! Happy Easter!!
I love this time of year and Easter is my favorite holiday. Here at the Coffeehouse, we
continue to see more and more new customers and celebrate all the loyal return ones.
Thank you for your business!
Lenten Lunches on Wednesday noon have been keeping us all extra busy ordering and
preparing food and serving everyone. The great team coordinating this event makes it look
easy. Thank you for all who volunteer to help make this a success!
Wednesday night meals have been serving more people also. Thank you to the great
volunteers who help serve all our families who use this meal as an opportunity to share time
together.
April will be busy with Easter activities and May will have it’s usual increase of end of school
activities. Thank you to all the great volunteers who take their time and effort to work at the
Coffeehouse. The hospitality patrons receive from you is what makes them keep coming
back!!

THE MUSIC OF LENT

MCH Manager Jeanne Eclov presented
a check in the amount of $1,018.26
to Janet Brubakken, a representative
of “The Kelly McGeough Foundation”,
our Mission of the Month for January.

A check in the amount of $1,029.72 was
sent to “Lutherans Outdoors”, our
Missions of the Month for February. A
huge thank you to our congregation and
community for their support!
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The Membership
Records of First
Lutheran Church from
February and March
of 2022
Baptisms:
Jensen Camron Milton
(Child of Jacob and Lizzy Milton)
Liam Anthony Venekamp
(Child of Marc and Brittany Venekamp)

FIRST LUTHERAN ON-LINE
MINISTRY
Each week we offer ways for you to
participate online. We’re always working to
continue to improve the reliability and
quality of these options. For the best online
worship experience with the most reliable
video feed, visit our facebook page
facebook.com/firstlutheranchurch/live. You
do not need a facebook account to join
worship in this way. Check it out, and if you
do have a facebook account, be sure to
comment
and
let
us
know
you’re
participating. Thank you for the gifts you
give that support this ministry of outreach
and connection through the Good News.

DEPENDABLE SUMMER
GIVING

Passings:
Delila Davis
Matthew Corbett
Dwain Wieber
Phyllis Sander

February-March of 2022
Many memorials were received,
but this is the list of memorials
that remained at First Lutheran
Church.
In memory of Dee Davis:
Bob & Julie Bell, Ruth Hevle, Gwen
Pickett, LaVonne Plymate, Pat Sedivy,
Lyle & Barbara Bublitz, friends and family
In memory of Matthew Corbett:
Lon & Mary Moeller

We know that with longer warm days and
time on vacation, your Summer schedule
may look different than your usual weekly
routine. At church, ministry continues and
depends on the support of members and
friends like you. To help keep ministry
around First Lutheran stable and secure,
consider making a plan to give your offering
in one of the following ways:
Online: Visit firstlutheranbrookings.org/give
to give a one-time gift.
Automatically: Contact the church office to
fill a form for automatic withdrawal.
By Mail: Send your gift to First Lutheran
Church, BOX 300, Brookings, SD, 57006
In-person: Place your gift in offering plates
near worship entrances or bring to the
office.

A LEGACY OF GENEROSITY
AND FAITHFULNESS
The First Lutheran Church Foundation
sustains life-changing ministry today and for
generations to come. This Foundation is built
and grows with the planned and legacy gifts
of faithful people. If you are pondering or
planning such a gift, talk with Pastor Jess for
more information. Thank you for including
First Lutheran in your legacy of generosity
and faithfulness.
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WEDNESDAYS OF LENT ACTIVITY BOX:
11:30
12:10
5:00
5:45
6:00
7:00
7:00
7:30
7:30

Lenten Lunch
Ecumenical Service
Meal
Bell Choir
Journey to Discipleship
6-7-8 Confirmation
Lent Service
Youth Group
Choir

3
8:30 am
Festival
Service with
HC
9:40 Journey
10:30 am
Praise Service
with HC

4

1
Only church activities are included in
the calendar. Check the on-line
calendar for outside meetings
scheduled.
(Calendar subject to change.)

5

7

6

8

9

16

(see
Wednesdays
8:00 pm
of Lent box) Pub Theology
at Wooden
Legs

9:00 Staff
5:30
“Sew What”

8:00
Quilters
2:00 Bible
Study
7:00 Bible
Study

10 Palm
Sunday

11

12

13

14

15

8:30 am
Festival
Service
9:40 Journey
10:30 am
Praise
Service

9:00 Staff
5:30
“Sew What”
6:30 FLC
Council
Meeting

8:00
Quilters
2:00 Bible
Study
7:00 Bible
Study

(no meal)
6:00 Journey
6:15 Choir
7:00 6-7-8
Confirmation
7:15 Bell
Choir
7:30 Youth
Group

7:00 pm
Maundy
Thursday
Worship
Service

7:00 pm
Good
Friday
Worship
Service

17 Easter
Sunday

18

19

20

21

22

23

7:00 Sunrise
Service with HC
8:00—12:00
Easter Breakfast
8:30 am
Festival Service
with HC
10:30 am
Praise Service
with HC

OFFICES AND
MCH CLOSED

9:00 Staff
8:00
Quilters
2:00 Bible
Study
7:00 Bible
Study

6:15 Choir
8:00 pm
7:15 Bell
Pub Theology
Choir
at Mosaic
(check with
your leader
as times may
change)

24

25

26

27

29

30

9:00 Staff
8:00
Quilters
2:00 Bible
Study
7:00 Bible
Study

5:00 Meal
6:00 Journey
6:15 Choir
7:00 6-7-8
Confirmation
7:15 Bell
Choir
7:30 Youth
Group

8:30 am
Festival
Service
9:40 Journey
10:30 am
Praise Service

9:00 Staff
5:30
“Sew What”

28

14

1

2

8:30 am
Festival
Service with
HC
10:30 am
Praise Service
with HC

9:00 Staff

8
8:30 am
Festival
Service
10:30 am
Praise Service

15
8:30 am
Festival
Service with
HC
10:30 am
Praise Service
with HC

22 Senior
Sunday
8:30 am
Festival
Service
10:30 am
Praise Service

29
8:30 am
Festival
Service
10:30 am
Praise Service

7
3

4

8:00
Quilters
2:00 Bible
Study
7:00 Bible
Study

8:00 pm Pub
6:00 FSS for Theology at
Wooden Legs
the 5th
Grade
7:30 Youth
Group

9

10

11

12

9:00 Staff
5:30
“Sew What”

8:00
Quilters
2:00 Bible
Study
7:00 Bible
Study

Bell Choir
Sanctuary
Choir
(check with
your
directors)

6:30 FLC
Council
Meeting

16

17

18

19

5:30
“Sew What”

9:00 Staff
5:30
“Sew What”

8:00
Quilters
2:00 Bible
Study
7:00 Bible
Study

23

24

9:00 Staff
5:30
“Sew What”

8:00
Quilters
2:00 Bible
Study
7:00 Bible
Study

30

31

OFFICES AND
MCH CLOSED
FOR
MEMORIAL
DAY

9:00 Staff
8:00
Quilters
2:00 Bible
Study
7:00 Bible
Study

5

6

10:30 and
2:30
FLP
Graduation
Programs

8:00 pm Pub
Theology at
Mosaic

25

26

13

14

20

21

27

28

Only church activities are included in
the calendar. Check the on-line
calendar for outside meetings
scheduled.
(Calendar subject to change.)
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If you have an
article or
information
for the
June/July
Newsletter,
please have it
in to the
church office
no later than
May 18!
X

If you would
like information
put into the
Sunday
announcements, please
have it in to
the church
office by the
Monday
before.
Thank you!
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