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Serving today: 

Pat Anderson, Pianist 

Randy Richards, Reader 
 

As on the first day of creation, on this Christmas Day the Word illumines the world, 

shining forth to bring all things into being. Today we celebrate the incarnate Word, 

God becoming flesh to live among us in the person of Jesus Christ then and now. 

Emboldened by the good news of Christ’s birth, along with the shepherds, Mary 

and Joseph, and all witnesses to the light of Christ, we declare to the world that we 

have indeed seen and been transformed by the arrival of “the salvation of our 

God.” O come, let us adore! 
 

 

PRELUDE                        “God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen”                     arr. Rice 

 

TOWER BELLS   

 

WELCOME            

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who was in the beginning, who makes a 

dwelling among us, who covers us with justice and mercy. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God of goodness and lovingkindness, 

we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors. 

We have turned away from your invitation to new life. 

We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden. 

In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins, 

those we know and those known only to you, 

for the sake of the one who came to live among us, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

Hear the good news of peace and salvation! 

God forgives us all our sins, not through our own work, 

but through ☩ Jesus Christ, made known to all people. 

With all who come to the manger, rejoice in this amazing gift of grace. 

Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN         “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”           LBW #55 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Text: Medieval Latin carol: tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866 

Music: IN CULCI JUBILO, German Carol, 14th Cent. PUBLIC DOMAIN 

               

 

GREETING AND PRAYER 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God sent from heaven above, 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

Let us pray.  

Almighty God, you gave us your only Son to take on our human nature and to 

illumine the world with your light. By your grace adopt us as your children and 

enlighten us with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 



OLD TESTAMENT READING 
 

The Old Testament lesson from Isaiah, the 52nd chapter. 
 

7How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces 

peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, “Your 

God reigns.” 8Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; 

for in plain sight they see the return of the LORD to Zion. 9Break forth together into 

singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the LORD has comforted his people, he has 

redeemed Jerusalem. 10The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the 

nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 
 

 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

NEW TESTAMENT READING 
 

The New Testament lesson from Hebrews, the 1st chapter. 
 

1Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the 

prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed 

heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 3He is the reflection of 

God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by 

his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right 

hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as much superior to angels as the 

name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 5For to which of the angels did 

God ever say, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you”? Or again, “I will be 

his Father, and he will be my Son”? 6And again, when he brings the firstborn into 

the world, he says, “Let all God’s angels worship him.” 
7Of the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, and his servants flames of 

fire.” 8But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, and the 

righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom. 9You have loved righteousness 

and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of 

gladness beyond your companions.” 
10And, “In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, and the heavens are the work 

of your hands; 11they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like 

clothing; 12like a cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they will be changed. 

But you are the same, and your years will never end.” 
 

 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION CAROL       “From Heaven Above”       ELW #268                             

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546 Music: GEISTLICHE LIEDER  Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. 

Augsburg Fortress.  Reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #A-704287. 

 

GOSPEL READING                                    
 

The Word of God from St. John, the 1st chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, 

and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him 

was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness did not overcome it. 

  6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness 

to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the 

light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, 

was coming into the world. 

  10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world 

did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 

accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power 

to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh 

or of the will of man, but of God. 

  14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 

the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
 

Word of God.  Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 



SERMON                                                                                     Pastor Trey Daum 
 

SERMON HYMN             “The Bells of Christmas”              LBW #62  vss. 1-4 

 

 

 
 

Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Charles Porterfield Krauth, 1823-1883, alt. 

  Music: DET KIMER NU TIL JULEFEST, Carl C.N. Balle, 1806-1855    PUBLIC DOMAIN          

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH  (to the tune of “O Little Town of Bethlehem”) 
 

In God the Father we believe, The Lord of hosts his name. 

All things from him their form receive; By his strong Word they came. 

By him was all created In earth and heav’n above. 

He made them all, things great and small, By his great pow’r and love. 
 

In God’s Son Jesus we believe, Who came at God’s own hour, 

Whom Virgin Mary did conceive By Holy Spirit’s pow’r. 

He suffered and was buried, Was raised at God’s own call. 

To reign on high, and to draw nigh At last as Judge of all. 
 

In Holy Spirit we believe, And in Christ’s Church on earth. 

The saints, united, faith receive, A gift of precious worth. 

He sanctifies and keeps us By his empow’ring love. 

Forgiven, we the grave shall flee To live with God above. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Gracious God, you come from heaven above into the midst of our world. 

Fill our hearts with the joy of the angels at your birth. 

You come from heaven above to the lowliest of human conditions. 

Watch over those in need, the sick, the hungry, the grieving. 

You come from heaven above to walk the way of the cross. 

Guide us to follow your path of forgiveness, mercy, and peace. 

You come from heaven above to become flesh and live among us. 

May we see your glory, full of grace and truth. Amen. 

 

PEACE 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

 

OFFERING MUSIC                “What Child Is This?”                              arr. Rice 

 

Thank you for your continuing,  

faithful commitment to be a steward of God’s gifts.  

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Gracious God, you came to us as one unknown, bringing joy and salvation to the 

earth. Nourish us at your banquet table, that with all who welcome your birth we 

may proclaim your peace, revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen.  

 

PREFACE   (to the tune of “O Come All Ye Faithful”) 
 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And with you His servant. 

Oh, come, let us lift our hearts unto the Lord. 

With hearts uplifted, thanks to him we render: 

With joy we come before Him,  

In gratefulness implore Him, 

With thankful hearts adore Him –  

Evermore! 

 

 



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

Thanks and praise be to You, our Father, almighty Creator, merciful Lord, God of 

promise and fulfillment. Of old Your faithful people waited for the day of Your 

visitation, manifest at last when the time had fully come and You sent forth Jesus 

Christ, Your Son. Having seen His glory, now we wait for the day when He will 

come again as Judge and King. And so, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise Your name and join their unending hymn:  

 

SANCTUS (to the tune of “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing”) 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord! 

God of hosts, by all adored! 

Heav’n and earth cannot contain 

All the glory of Your name! 

Hail, hosanna, God most high! 

Blest is He who now draws nigh 

In the name of God the King! 

Hallelujahs glad we sing: 

Hail, hosanna! Praises due 

Be forever, Lord, to you! 
 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to the disciples saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power 

of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 



 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (to the tune of “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”) 
 

 

Our Father, Lord on heav’ns high throne, 

Most holy be Your name. 

Your kingdom come. Your will be done 

On earth – in heav’n the same. 

Give us this day the food we need; 

Forgiven may we be; 

Into temptation do not lead; 

From evil set us free. 
 

Yours is the kingdom; unto You 

In grateful love we bow; 

And Yours the pow’r; Lord, let us view 

Your mighty presence now. 

The glory Yours; Your praise be sung 

By angel hosts and men 

In ev’ry land, by ev’ry tongue 

Forevermore! Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

If you come seeking Jesus, you are welcome to join us in the Lord’s Supper.  

We will not ask about your membership, your history, or your broken-ness.  

We will not set boundaries based on age, orientation, or nationality.  

Here – everyone is welcome. Everyone. 

 

Children are welcome to receive communion with parents’/guardians’ approval. 

Please distribute the bread and wine/grape juice to those with whom you gather. 

 



COMMUNION HYMN     “When Christmas Morn is Dawning”           LBW #59 

 

 
 

 

Text: Elisabeth Ehrenborg-Posse, Barnsänger, 19th cent; tr. Joel W. Lundeen, 1918-1900 

  Music: WIR HATTEN GEBAUET, German Folk Tune, 1823   Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. 

Augsburg Fortress.   Reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #A-704287. 
 

 



BENEDICTION (to the tune of “O Come All Ye Faithful”)  
 

The Lord bless and keep you 

Look with love upon you, 

Be gracious, and cause His face 

To shine with peace! 

Glory to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit! 

The Savior close beside us, 

God’s love from harm to hide us, 

The Spirit’s pow’r to guide us, evermore. 

 

SENDING HYMN            “Go Tell It On the Mountain”                         LBW #70  

 

 

 
          Text: African American Spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925    

Music: GO TELL IT, African American Spiritual   PUBLIC DOMAIN 

          
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

  

POSTLUDE                 “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”                   arr. Jay Rouse 



Please join us today for Christmas Dinner in the First Lutheran Activity Center 

from 11:15 am – 1:00 pm. 

 

We will have one worship service on Sunday, December 26th at 10:00 am. 

 

EPIPHANY OPEN HOUSE  You’re invited to a congregational Epiphany Open 

House on Sunday, January 2 between services. Gather in the Sanctuary around 

9:30 am to hear about the improvement projects that have been accomplished 

around our building this year. Then join Council members on a tour to see what has 

been updated and transformed. We’ll end in the Mission Coffeehouse for an 

Epiphany Blessing of our House of Worship. 

 

 

 

 
As we celebrate God's love in the gift of Jesus Christ, our thoughts 

often turn to other loved ones.  The display of poinsettias is one way  
to remember those special people.   

 

In loving memory of our parents Clarence and Della; Norman and Jo-an from 

Steve and Benda Berseth. 
 

In thankfulness for our family: Craig, Autumn, Annika; Joel, Brienne, Logan 

and Palmer from Steve and Benda Berseth. 
 

In loving memory of Douglas Herold and Wilma Herold from Jane, Tammy, 

Mike and Christine, Kathy, Chantel and Cody, and all of the grandkids. 
 

In thankfulness for the Anzulewicz and Soper families from Bob and Brenda 

Algood. 



In loving memory of our Parents, Grandparents, Grandchild and other loved 

ones from Bob and Brenda Algood.  
 

In loving memory of Merle Thue from his children. 
 

In loving memory of loved ones who have gone before us from Erik and Kay 

Dahl. 
 

In thankfulness for our children and grandson from Erik and Kay Dahl. 
 

In loving memory of Jan Bergan and Robert Abraham from their children and 

grandchildren. 
 

In loving memory of my parents Gerry and Noble Graverson from Diane 

Spencer. 
 

In loving memory of my parents Ray and Joyce Nelson from Nancy Nelson. 

 

In loving memory of Don and Lola Stampe, Richard Vostad, and Elmer 

Weisser from Craig and Rhonda Vostad. 
 

In honor of Dorothy Weisser from Craig and Rhonda Vostad. 
 

In loving memory of Duane and Ruth Lowery and Bill Swoboda from the Rick 

and Deb Swoboda family. 
 

In loving memory of my father from Mary Oien Reed. 
 

In thankfulness for all my friends and family from Mary Oien Reed. 
 

In loving memory of our Dad/Grandpa Jim Hornby and our Mom/Grandma 

Pat Keizer from Jason, Sarah and Jackson Keizer. 
 

In thankfulness for our Mom/Grandma Doris Hornby and our Dad/Grandpa 

Jim Keizer from Jason, Sarah and Jackson Keizer. 
 

In thankfulness for Dale and Nadine Larson from Chris, Mary, Jace and Zander. 
 

In loving memory of Mona Kleinjan from Chris, Mary, Jace and Zander. 
 

In loving memory of Bob Oines from Linda, Michele Kelliher and Renae Becker 

and families. 
 

In loving memory of our parents, Ken Forsythe and Nick Frei from Bob and 

Eleda Brotsky. 



In loving memory of our parents from Lyle and Pat Anderson. 
 

In thankfulness for the FLC Staff and Musicians from Lyle and Pat Anderson. 
 

In loving memory of the Hornby Family in heaven from Doris Hornby and 

family. 
 

In loving memory of the Harvey/Short Family in heaven from Doris Hornby and 

family. 

In loving memory of Jake and Joyce Newton, and Gene and Margaret 

Staniszewski from Tom and Kathy Staniszewski. 
 

In thankfulness for family and friends from Bob and Julie Bell. 
 

In loving memory of Willard Bretsch from Joy and family. 
 

In loving memory of Roger Pickett from Gwen, Jill and Jodi. 

In loving memory of Olive Bebensee, Ken and Dolores Ostroot and Butch 

Salmonson from their families. 
 

In thankfulness for Marvin and Luanne Bebensee, Linda Salmonson, and Matt, 

Mason and Sydney Bebensee from Stephanie Bebensee. 
 

In loving memory of Wallace Knutson from his wife, Lavonne Knutson and 

children, Rhonda, Steve and Gary. 
 

In loving memory of Marlene Thompson from Brad and Kim Dahl. 
 

In thankfulness for our children Becky and family and Dan and family from Dave 

and LaVonne Kurtz. 
 

In loving memory of our parents Edward and Clara Dupraz and Ervin and 

Grace Kurtz from Dave and LaVonne Kurtz. 
 

In loving memory of Cathy Swartos, and Gordon and Dorothy Swartos from 

Steve Swartos. 
 

In loving memory of Edward and Gunda DeKraai from Kathy, Michael, Dennis, 

and Lisa DeKraai, and Ashley, Joe, David, Leighton and Charlee Bozied. 
 

In loving memory of Sylvester JR Billet and in thankfulness for being my Dad and 

everything he taught me in life, from Mike Billet. 
 

In loving memory of Dan and Dolores Hildebrandt from Lee and Luann Lunt. 
 



In loving memory of our son Christopher Heeren from Lee and Luann Lunt. 
 

In loving memory of Norm Johnson from Rick and Beth Ribstein. 
 

In honor of Gordon and Sharon Ribstein from Rick and Beth Ribstein. 
 

In loving memory of Merle Thue from Pat Thue and family. 
 

In loving memory of Eris Lenz from Ron and family. 
 

In loving memory of Jackie (Lenz) Bergquist from Ron, Jenn and Greg. 
 

In loving memory of our loving Grandparents Esther and Elmer Fagerland, Hank 

Nelson, Lee Sandager, and Thelma and Fred Nelson from Mark and Ellen 

Sandager. 
 

In loving memory of Idella Parriott from Bill Parriott. 

In honor and in memory of our loved ones from Keith and Glynn Bartels.  
 

In loving memory of Paul and Nettie McRoden from Edwin Higgins. 
 

In thankfulness for our First Lutheran Church family from Pastors Jess and Trey 

Daum and family. 
 

In loving memory of DeWayne and Carol Walter, and Milt and Margaret 

Boline from Dave and Vonnie Boline. 
 

In thankfulness for our children and grandchildren: Katrina, Nathan, Caitlyn, 

Aria, Lyndsey and CoCoJo from Dave and Vonnie Boline. 
 

In loving memory of Mark and Jean Himley from Greg and Joanie Himley. 
 

In loving memory of Hartley, Frances and Steve Nordbye from Greg and Joanie 

Himley. 
 

In thankfulness for Pastors Jess and Trey Daum from Levi Silva. 
 

In loving memory of Al Lunden and Cindy Silva from the Lunden-Silva family. 
 

In loving memory of Sandra Johnson, a loving, kind and wonderful mother, 

mother-in-law, and grandma from Kimberly, Bill, Rachel and Ren Retterath. 
 

In loving memory of Marsha Harming from Monte Harming and family. 
 

In loving memory of Don and Mildred Wilcox from Brad and Jennifer Erickson. 
 



In loving memory of Hartman and Ruth Erickson from Brad and Jennifer 

Erickson. 
 

In loving memory of Vickie Bren, Vicki Lucas, and Cassie Lucas from Glen, 

Kevin, Missy and Carter. 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who purchased Christmas poinsettias this year.   

Your participation is greatly appreciated – the front of the Sanctuary is filled with 

living symbols of love. Poinsettias may be picked up after the 10:00 am Worship 

Service on Saturday, December 25th, Sunday, December 26th or Wednesday, 

December 29th.   Poinsettias remaining after Wednesday will be redistributed.   
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