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PRELUDE                                       “Infant Holy”                           arr. Thygerson 

                                                           

TOWER BELLS 

 

WELCOME  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 

our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may 

confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 

will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN       “Once in Royal David’s City”                  WOV #643 

 
Text: Cecil Frances Alezander, 1818-1895  Music: IRBY, Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876  PUBLIC DOMAIN 

 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 



KYRIE  
                 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray. Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our 

minds to the knowledge of your word, that in all things we may think and act 

according to your good will and may live continually in the light of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: 1 SAMUEL 2:18-20, 26 
 

18Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a linen ephod. 19His 

mother used to make for him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she 

went up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 20Then Eli would bless 

Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May the LORD repay you with children by this 

woman for the gift that she made to the LORD”; and then they would return to their 

home. 26Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with 

the LORD and with the people. 
 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSIVE PSALM 148 
 

1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise God in the heights. 
 

2Praise the LORD, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
 

3Praise the LORD, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars. 
 

4Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens. 
 

5Let them praise the name of the LORD, who commanded, and they were created, 
 

6who made them stand fast forever and ever,  

giving them a law that shall not pass away.  
  

7Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps; 
 

8fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
 

9mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars; 
 

10wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds; 
 

11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world; 
 

12young men and maidens, old and young together.   
 

13Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 



14The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful 

servants, the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD.  

Hallelujah!  

 

 
 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING: COLOSSIANS 3:12-17 
 

12As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 

kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one another and, if anyone 

has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven 

you, so you also must forgive. 14Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds 

everything together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your 

hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16Let the 

word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; 

and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to 

God. 17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 

Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    "Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn"    LBW #43 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Birgitte K. Boye, 1742-1824; tr. Carl Doving, 1867-1937  Music: WIE SCHÖN LEUCHTET, Philipp 

Nicolai, 1556-1608  PUBLIC DOMAIN 
        

 GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 

41Now every year [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the 

Passover. 42And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the 

festival. 43When the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus 

stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 44Assuming that he was 

in the group of travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to look for 

him among their relatives and friends. 45When they did not find him, they returned 

to Jerusalem to search for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple, 

sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And all 

who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48When his 

parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why 

have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in 

great anxiety.” 49He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not 

know that I must be in my Father’s house?”  



50But they did not understand what he said to them. 51Then he went down with them 

and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these 

things in her heart. 

  52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON                                                                                       Pastor Jess Daum 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY             “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”            LBW #44 

 
Text: Polish Carol; tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885-1933, alt.    

Music: W ZLOBIE LEZY, Polish Carol   PUBLIC DOMAIN 
 

 



APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

  Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

PEACE 
  

The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you.  

 

OFFERING MUSIC            “Mary’s Little Boy Child”     Julie Bergan Abraham  

 

Thank you for your continuing, faithful commitment 

to be a steward of God’s gifts. 
 

OFFERTORY                       “Blessed Be the God of Israel”         WOV #725 vs.3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Text: Carl P. DawJr., b. 1944, based on Luke 1:68-79   Music: FOREST GREEN, English Folk Tune  

 Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Co.     Reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #A-704287. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and space, 

let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

You come to us in gatherings of your church across the globe. Unite us with those 

who celebrate your birth even when they are weighed down by grief, loss, poverty, 

hunger, or injustice. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You come to us in the diverse splendor of the universe. Grant us the humility to 

trust our place in the network of creation, that we live in service to you and the 

natural world. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You come to us through relationships of many kinds: families, friendships, 

communities, and nations. Guide us in these relationships, that we recognize the 

Christ child in one another and show your love to those most vulnerable. Merciful 

God, receive our prayer. 
 

You come to us through people whom the world forgets. Poor shepherds and an 

imprisoned Paul announced your good news. Send your Spirit to all who are 

imprisoned, struggling with addiction, unwell, or in any need this day especially 

Justin Pederson, Vern Voelzke, Donna Steenson, Lethe and Dee. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

You come to us in acts of justice and forgiveness. Open our hearts to forgive one 

another, without permitting injustice. Supply us with the wisdom to be clothed with 

love, binding all things together in perfect harmony. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You come to us through those who have died yet live with you forever. We give 

thanks for Stephen, deacon and martyr, who gave his life to tell the story of your 

love. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you, 

confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior, who 

taught us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 



BENEDICTION 
 

As you leave this place, your homework begins: Comfort the homesick. Open your 

homes and hearts to others. Seek sanctuary where God offers it. Have the courage 

to go home by another way. And remember that in this home, all are welcome, you 

are welcome. So come back home soon. And may God our Foundation: Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

  

SENDING HYMN                 “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing”           LBW #60 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Charles Wesley  Music: Felix Mendelssohn  PUBLIC DOMAIN    
 
           

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Make your hearts a home for Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE                               “Wie schön leuchtet”                     Nicolai/Wilson 


