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Welcome to worship at First Lutheran!
As we encounter God’s Word and respond with prayer and praise,
may this gathering be for you a holy time of grace, inspiration, and renewal.
To get connected, fill out a blue Connect card or connect online.

We’re glad you're here!

PRELUDE Infant Holy, Infant Lowly R.W. Thygerson
WELCOME
GATHERING HYMN Bright And Glorious Is The Sky ELW 301
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I Bright and glo - rious s the sky, ra - diant are the
2 On that ho - ly  Christ-mas night through the dark - ness
3 Sa - ges from the east a - far, when  they saw  this
4 Him they found in Beth - le - hem, yet he wore no
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heav - ens high where the gold - en stars are shin - ing.
beamed a light; all the stars a - bove were pal - ing,
won - drous star, went to find the king of na - tions
d - a - dem; there they saw a maid - en low - ly
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All  their rays to earth in - clin - ing beck - on us to
all their lus - ter slow - ly fail - ing as the won - drous
and to of - fer their ob - la - tions to the child, the
with an in - fant pure and ho - ly rest - ing in  her
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heav’'n a - bove, beck - on wus to heav’'n a - bove.
star drew nigh, as the won-drous star drew nigh.
new - born king, to the child, the new - bormn king.
lov - ing arms, rest - ing in  her lov - ing arms.
5 Guided by the star, they found 6 And this star, as bright as day,
him whose praise the ages sound. that will never lead astray
We too have a star to guide us, with its message so appealing,
which forever will provide us 1s the word of God, revealing
with the light to find our Lord, Christ, the way, the truth, the life,
with the light to find our Lord. Christ, the way, the truth, the life.

Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Jens Christian Aaberg, 1877-1970, alt.
Music: DEJLIG ER DEN HIMMEL BLA, Danish, 19th cent.
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray....
Amen.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 147:12-20

12’Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem;
praise your God, O Zion,

13 who has strengthened the bars of your gates
and has blessed your children within you.

14 God has established peace on your borders
and satisfies you with the finest wheat.

15 God sends out a command to the earth,
a word that runs very swiftly.



16 God gives snow like wool,
scattering frost like ashes.

7God scatters hail like bread crumbs.
Who can stand against God’s cold?

¥ The Lord sends forth the word and melts them;

the wind blows, and the waters flow.

1 God declares the word to Jacob,
statutes and judgments to Israel.
20 The Lord has not done so to any other nation;
they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al-le -lu - 1a. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the
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words of e -ter - nal Iife. Al-le-1lu - 1a. Al-le-lu - 1a.

GOSPEL: Matthew 2:1-12
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON




HYMN OF THE DAY Word of God, Come Down on Earth ELW 510
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1 Word of God, come down on carth, liv - ing rain from
2 Word e - ter - nal, throned on high, Word that brought to
3 Word that speaks God’s ten - der  love, one with God  be -
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heav’'n de-scend - ing; touch our hearts and bring to birth
life cre - a - tion, Word that came from heav’'n to die,
yond all tell - ing, Word that sends us from a - bove
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faith and hope and love un-end - ing. Word  al - might - vy,
cru - ci - fied for our sal - va -  tion, sav - ing Word, the
God the Spir - it with us dwell - ing, Word of truth, to
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we re - vere you; Word made flesh, we long to hear you.
world re - stor-ing, speak to us, your love out- pour - ing.
all truth lead us; Word of life, with one bread feed us.

Text: James Quinn, 81, b. 1919

Music: LIEBSTER JESU, WIR SIND HIER, Johann R. Ahle, 1625-1673

Text © James Quinn, s1, admin. Selah Publishing Co., Inc., North American Agent.



APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
...Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

...through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING What Child is This arr. Ruth Elaine Schram



COMMUNION
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right...and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-ly, ho - 1ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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heav-en and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho - san - na. Ho -
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san-na. Ho - san - na in the high - est. Bless-ed is he who
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comes In  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION



THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION AND SONGS

All My Heart Again Rejoices ELW 273
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1 All my  heart a- gain re - joic - €S as I  hear, far and
2 Je - sus’ voice from low-ly man - ger soft -ly thus calls to
3 Come, then, let us has-ten yon - der; here let all, great and
4 You, dear Lord, I'll ev - er cher - ish; though my breath fail in
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near, sweet-est an - gel voic - es; “Christ 1s born,” their choirs are
us:  “You are safe from dan - ger; come and see; from all that
small, kneel in  awe and won - der; love him who with love 1s
death, I will nev-er per - ish: by your side i light e-
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sing - ing, till the air ev-ry- where now with joy 1is ring - Ing.
grieves you you are freed; all you need I will sure-ly give you.”
yearn - ing; hail the star that from far bright with hope is burn - ing.
ter - nal I shall be end-less-1ly filled with joy su - per - nal

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-1676; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: WARUM SOLLT ICH, Johann G. Ebeling, 1637-1676



O Word of God Incarnate

ELW 514
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1 O Word of God in - car - nate, O Wis - dom from on high,
2 The church from you, dear Mas - ter, re-ceived the gift di - vine;
3 Oh, make your church, dear Sav - ior, a lamp of bur-nished gold
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O Truth un-changed,un - chang-ing, O Light of our dark sky:
and  still that light s lift - ed o’er all the earth to  shine.
to bear be - fore the na - tions your true light, as of old;
=
O —
Y | |
J | |
we  praise you for the ra - diance that from the hal-lowed page,
It 18 the chart and com - pass that, all life’s voy-age through,
oh, teach your wand-ring pil - grims by this their path to trace,
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a lan - tern to  our foot - steps, shines on from age to age.
mid  mists and rocks and  quick - sands still guides, O Christ, to  you.
till, clouds and dark-ness end - ed, they see you face to face.

Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt.
Music: MUNICH, Neuvermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen, 1693

BLESSING



SENDING HYMN Brightest and Best of the Stars ELW 303
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1 Bright-est and  best of the  stars of the morn - ing,
2 Cold on his cra - dle the dew - drops are shin - ing;
3 What shall we give  him, in cost - ly de - vo - tion?
4 Vain - ly we of - fer each am - ple ob - la - ton,
5 Bright-est and  best of the  stars of the morn - ing,
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dawn on our dark - ness and lend us your aid.
low lies  his head with the beasts of the stall;
Shall we bring in - cense and of - f'rings di - vine,
vain - ly with gifts would his fa - vor se - cure;
dawn on our dark - ness and lend us your aid.
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Star of the east, the ho - mn - zon a - dorn - ing,
an - gels a - dore him in slum - ber re - clin - ing,
gems of the moun - tain and pearls of the 0 - cean,
rich - er by far is the heart’s ad - o - ra - tion,
Star of the east, the ho - mn - zon a - dorn - ing,
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guide where our m - fant re - deem - er 1S laid.
mak - er and mon - arch and sav. - ior of all.
myrth from the for - est or gold from the  mine?
dear - er to God are  the prayers of the poor.
guide where our m - fant re - deem - er is laid.

Text: Reginald Heber, 1783—1826, alt.

Music: MORNING STAR, James P. Harding, 1850-1911, adapt.

DISMISSAL
Go 1n peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




POSTLUDE Postlude for Christmas Carl Simone

Serving in Worship Today
Pastor Jess Daum and Pastor Trey Daum

Randy Richards, Reader
Mary Ermel, Organist

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #347489.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



