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Welcome to worship at First Lutheran Church. 

Today’s service begins in silence. 
 

  
 

On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of 

repentance. Marking our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die and 

return to the earth. At the same time, the dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly 

marked on our foreheads at baptism. While we journey through lent to return to 

God, we have already been reconciled to God through Christ. We humbly pray for 

God to make our hearts clean while we rejoice that “now is the day of salvation.” 

Returning to our baptismal call, we more intentionally bear the fruits of 

mercy and justice in the world. 

 

PRELUDE 12:00            What Wondrous Love Is This                    arr. Hustad 

   7:00              What Wondrous Love Is This                    arr. Martin 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and 

you forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so 

that, truly repenting of our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, 

full pardon and forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN            Lord Jesus, Think on Me                           ELW 599

 
 

FIRST READING: Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 51 

Have mercy on me O God in your great kindness; in the fullness of your mercy blot 

out my offenses. Wash away all my guilt; and cleanse me from my sin. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God. 

For I acknowledge my faults; and my sin is always before me. Against you only 

have I sinned and done evil in your sight. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God. 

Create in me a clean heart O God; and renew a  right spirit within me. Do not cast 

me away from your presence; do not take your holy spirit from me.  

Create in me a clean heart, O God. 

Give me the joy of your help again; and strengthen me with a willing spirit.  

O Lord open my lip; and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God. 

 

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10                           

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 4:1-11                             

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                                                                            

 

HYMN OF THE DAY         Our Father, We Have Wandered                   ELW 606 

 



LENTEN INVITATION 

Dear friends in Christ, … meditating on the word of God. 

 

Silence to reflect on God’s mercy for us.  

 

We have not loved you with all our heart, and soul, and mind, and strength. We 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. Lord have mercy.  

Lord have mercy. 

 

We have been deaf to your call to serve. We have been unfaithful, proud, and 

hypocritical. Christ have mercy.  

Christ have mercy.  

 

We have been self-centered, and we have taken advantage of others. 

Lord have mercy.  

Lord have mercy. 

 

We have been envious of those more fortunate than ourselves. 

Christ have mercy.  

Christ have mercy.  

 

We have loved worldly goods and comforts too much. We have been dishonest in 

daily life and work. Lord have mercy. 

Lord have mercy.  

 

We have neglected prayer and worship, and we have failed to commend the faith 

that is in us. Christ have mercy.  

Christ have mercy.  

 

We have been blind to human need and suffering, all too often indifferent to 

injustice and cruelty. Lord have mercy.  

Lord have mercy.  

 

We have thought uncharitably about others, and we have been prejudiced towards 

those who differ from us. Christ have mercy.  

Christ have mercy.  

 



We have wasted and polluted your creation, and we have lacked concern for those 

who come after us. Lord have mercy. 

Lord have mercy. 

 

Merciful God, we have sinned in what we have thought and said, in the wrong we 

have done and in the good we have not done. We have sinned in ignorance: we have 

sinned in weakness: we have sinned through our own deliberate fault. We are truly 

sorry. We repent and turn to you. Forgive us, for our Savior Christ’s sake, and 

renew our lives to the glory of your name. Amen.  

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING/MUSIC   12:00    Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness       arr De Cou 

       7: 00              We Remember Thee                     Jay Althouse 

       Sanctuary Choir 

Here, holy Lord, we see Thee face to face. Here, gentle Lord, we feel Thy tender 

grace. Here now within this blessed, holy place, we remember Thee. 

 

Thy humble body broken in our stead; give unto us this day our daily bread so that 

our hunger may be ever fed. We remember Thee. 

 

Thus, we receive Thy blessing; all praise be unto Thee. 

Good and loving may we ever be. 

 

Here now, O Lord, Thy cup we gladly take. Symbol of Thee, this earthly bread we 

break. Giver of life, who gave it for our sake, we remember Thee. 

 

We remember Thee. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings 

as we present them in faithful service for the sake of your gospel. 

Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour out your very presence 

through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 

Amen. 

 

 



COMMUNION 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right......we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 



Silence to prepare for Imposition of Ashes 

and distribution of Holy Communion. 

 

Those who desire to receive ashes and communion come forward. 

 

Ministers mark the forehead of each person with a cross of ashes, saying: 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say: 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond: Amen. 

 

HYMNS DURING IMPOSITION / DISTRIBUTION 

 

                                                       Lamb of God                                            

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                          Savior, When in Dust to You                             ELW 601 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                      Just As I Am                                             ELW 592 

 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION\ 

Let us pray.  

Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew us in the 

gift of baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, 

fast from self-indulgence, and above all that we may find our treasure in the life of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  

 

DISMISSAL 

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to 

that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; 

support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing 

in the power of the Holy Spirit and may Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy 

Spirit, bless you now and forever.  

Amen 

 



You are invited to stay in the Sanctuary for personal prayer and reflection. 

Please depart in silence in consideration of the people who have chosen to remain. 

 

 

Serving at Today’s Services: 

12:00 p.m. Pat Anderson, Organist 

12:00 p.m. Julie Bergan Abraham, Song Leader 

12:00 p.m. Randy Richards, Reader 

 

7:00 p.m. Mary Ermel, Organist/Accompanist 

7:00 p.m. Craig Long, Song Leader 

7:00 p.m. Stuie Lewis, Reader 

7:00 p.m. Pat Anderson, Sanctuary Choir Director 

 
 

Please join us for Wednesday Lent services at 7:00 pm  

in the First Lutheran Sanctuary, March 1 – March 29. 

The services generally last around 30 minutes. 
 

You are also invited to attend the Wednesday Noon Community Lenten Lunches 

and Worship Services held in the First Lutheran Activity Center beginning March 1. 

The soup and sandwich meals are $8.00 and are served from 11:30 am – 12:10 pm. 

The services begin around 12:10 pm and last about 20 minutes. 
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