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" Fostering Faith. Creating Community. Loving All.

Dear First Lutheran Family,

How inspiring it can be to watch our congregation faithfully take care of business together! Our annual meeting on
Sunday, September 27th, was a wonderful success. Thanks be to God for everyone who chipped in to check in
voting members and serve lunch to 150 people, both those who committed in advance and those who saw a need
and jumped into action.

That same spirit carried into the business of the church. 128 voters showed their profound care for our
congregation, many staying a long time for five council ballots. I'm grateful for the tellers, those we planned for
and those who were added, who worked hard to facilitate our election. We had no idea tallying would take quite so
long, and thankfully, our newly formed Constitution and Bylaws Task Force can offer rules for improving the voting
process next time!

Yet, even in the waiting, the Holy Spirit was at work. Between ballots, someone realized the physically demanding
job of hauling out 400+ Lutheran World Relief quilts to the semi awaited just a handful of people, a task that would
have taken them a very long time. An impromptu invitation was announced, and in minutes, many hands made
incredibly light work of a massive job! It was a beautiful moment of spontaneous service. One member saw the
silver lining of that "at ease” time and said, "God must have known we needed some good conversation and
connection with each other at our tables.”

The most difficult part of the meeting was choosing from eleven fantastic individuals whose hearts had been
opened to serving through prayer and conversation. It took five ballots to call our three new council members:
Mary Kleinjan, Mike Twedt (continuing), and Chris Larson. Thank you to all who took part in this churchly
discernment process.

Looking ahead, | am especially excited to see how God will engage the gifts and willingness of the other eight
individuals who were not elected to the council. Through discernment, they saw they had the space to serve the
Church in a deeply committed way, and | believe they still will. We need all eleven of these leaders for big,
important things this year as we return to the priorities we named in our strategic planning two years ago:
welcome, relationships, and shelter.

An enormous thanks goes to Hanna Holmquist who served incredibly faithfully as our Council President this year.

She dedicated countless hours to tending our community of faith, and her preparation and poise led our meeting

to its unifying actions. We must also express due gratitude for Keith Corbett who concludes a season of dedicated
service on Council.

From the fellowship at our tables to the people around the world who will receive those quilts, God’s grace
continues to weave us together in action and purpose.

In Christ's love,
Peace, Pastor Jess
(photo from mealtime at annual meeting)



A Lifelong Journey:
Introducing Adult Steppingstones

In Holy Baptism, the main event has always been the Word of God proclaimed, declaring someone a child of
God, giving them the gifts of the Holy Spirit, and welcoming them into the Body of Christ. Around that gift
gather others who promise to raise the baptized in faith and a congregation that promises to support them.
For years, our congregation has sought to keep these baptismal promises in a variety of ways, particularly
through our Steppingstones ministry. We have supported children as they learn the Lord's Prayer, receive the
holy scriptures, and explore Holy Communion. Through faithful catechesis and faith formation in Journey and
Confirmation, we have joyfully taught and accompanied young people, nurturing them in faith and prayer at
stops along their journey.

But a life of faith does not conclude when someone completes Confirmation classes or graduates from high
school. Adulthood brings its own markers on the journey: transitions, triumphs, joys, and seasons of
vulnerability. Faith is a gift worth exploring throughout all of life, and there’s no better way than to
intentionally mark life's holy seasons with prayer, blessing, learning, and fellowship. This year we are marking
three Steppingstones for holy seasons in adulthood. They are opportunities for the church to nurture adults in
faith and prayer through life's unfolding chapters.

The Caregiving Steppingstone (October 18)
Caregiving is a profound vocation entered out of deep love. However,
- the daily reality of caring for another can also lead to burnout,
exhaustion, and spiritual depletion. In worship on Sunday, we’'ll
- include a recognition, prayer, and blessing for anyone serving as a
caregiver. (No one will be singled out individually). We also have a
caregivers devotional written by trustworthy authors from around the
South Dakota Synod. May this Steppingstone be a "cup of cold water"
for those who may be parched from the call of caregiving. As always,
contact the church office if you'd like a pastoral visit or if you'd like a
Caregivers Devotional.

The Grandparenting Steppingstone (February 7)
Grandparenting is often a season of joy, but it can also be
accompanied by the grief of distance, worries about health, or the
anxiety of watching your children raise their own families. Drawing on
the biblical image of Simeon and Anna, who waited faithfully in the
temple, we will celebrate the holy vocation of waiting, praying, and
blessing the next generation.

The Jubilee Steppingstone (Spring 2027)
Finally, in the spring, we will hold a Jubilee Steppingstone to
celebrate those who are 65 and older. It is a time to honor God's
ongoing work throughout life, recognize the gift of wisdom and
perspective, and explore how the gifts of baptism continue to
flourish in a new chapter of life.

I look forward to recognizing, blessing,
and supporting these holy seasons together.

Peace, Pastor Trey




Annual Stewardship Appeal 2027

Rooted and Reaching: Our Journey Forward Together

Dear Friends in Christ,

Our 2027 Annual Stewardship Appeal theme is "Rooted and Reaching," anchored in
Colossians 2:6-7: "Rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and
overflowing with thankfulness."

Like a healthy tree with deep roots, we are ready to branch out. We are called to reach out
reely in deeper fellowship, further to discover the gifts in each of us, and forward to guide the next
generation.

To live fully into this vision, we lift up three key priorities:

1. Cultivating Connection
This year, we are building more dedicated pathways for meaningful mutual support, so it is
easy to find a clear, immediate place of belonging.

2. Revealing Hidden Potential
We are going beyond filling standard volunteer slots & actively deploying your untapped gifts.

3. Empowering the Future
To ensure long-term vitality for FLC, we are fostering intentional collaboration across the
generations.

What Happens Next?

Watch for your stewardship appeal packet in the mail soon, including a detailed brochure
expanding these priorities and a Statement of Intent. For now, please pray over Colossians 2:6-7
and consider how God is calling you to invest your time, talents, and financial resources.
Together, let us remain deeply rooted in Christ and boldly reach toward the beautiful future
prepared for us.

With deep gratitude, The Generosity Team
Lyle Anderson, Kris Seas, Jodi Andrews, Stephanie Bebensee, and Pastor Jess

Baptisms
The Membership Delainey Jerkovich, daughteﬁ' of Tyler and Carissa Jerkovich
R ds of First Tucker Zilverberg, son of Lucas and Jenna Zilverberg
ecor Brooks Mudgett, son of Trevor and Emma Mudgett
Lutheran Church R~
ew Members
for August and Tyler and Carissa Jerkovich
September 2026 & ihe

Marvin Bebensee, Robert Coulson, JoAnn Weiland, Omar Olson and Duane Kendall

Gifts given in memory of
Marian Rude, Marvin Bebensee, Omar Olson, Duane Kendall and JoAnn Weiland



Mission Coffeehouse

Mission
Coffeehouse
Mission of the
Month
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We were able to send a check
in the amount of $1,406.57 to
Lutherans Outdoors of SD
from the July 2026
Mission of the Month.

(1) FIRST LUT
>, CHURCH e _£)1024

S Lutherny 17/m/e/&w,,e $! 1, 3¢055

y  Onctousind S uaded wd ity sut Yo

Kot Quacaleum,

The Mission Coffeehouse is
sending August 2026 Tip Jar
check to Lutheran Disaster
Response in the amount of
$1,380.14.

"So do not fear: for | am with you: do not be dismayed. for |
am your <od. | will strengthen you and help you: | will
uphold you with my righteous right hand.” - Isaizh 410

What the Coffeehouse means to me

(LaDeane wrote this for the 20" Birthday Celebration)

When Pastor Jess Daum contacted me for an interview, I had
recently accepted another job offer. I was interested in the
management position at the Mission Coffeehouse, so I accepted
the interview. It worked out just the way it should have. I am
starting my 4th year of employment and I couldn’t be happier. I
am grateful to be a part of this amazing ministry, rewarding
career and a wonderful family of friends.

Jeanne Eclov retired from the Mission Coffeehouse after 9 years
of extraordinary service. You will still see her smile around here
occasionally as she volunteers on occasion. I was blessed to have
such a wonderful lady train me in. Jeanne is the culprit behind
the delicious caramel rolls that I continue to make on Tuesday
and Thursday mornings. = This amazing addition is bringing
more customers through the doors.

Not only did I get trained in with Jeanne, but I also worked
alongside Deb Bortnem. No words can describe how grateful I feel.
Not one, but two amazing individuals that I can now call a friend.

As most of you may know, Deb continues her part-time
employment and full-time volunteer help. I am confident that I
can speak for many others when I say that we are so lucky to

have her with us. We like to refer to Deb as the energizer bunny.
= If she isn’t busy keeping the coffeehouse in top shape, we will
surely find her on a new task.

The ‘Fill the Cup’ campaign was taking off when I started my
employment in 2023. It was time for an equipment update. With
the help of our congregation, community, family and friends, we

raised well over our $15,000 goal reaching around $19,000. We

were able to install a new sink, dish sanitizer, refrigerated
sandwich prep cooler, ceiling fan and a few other small upgrades.

The Mission Coffeehouse is one of a kind that started out in
thought as a simple coffee shop ministry and is now a unique
place for morning coffee or afternoon lunch. Our dedicated
volunteers utilize their time and talent to help create this
amazing atmosphere of our ministry and mission. I give so much
credit to Carol Harwood, Carol Vanliere and Jeanne Eclov for all
they did to continue this mission, support our community and
create what we now have today.

With the support of God, First Lutheran Church and the Mission
Coffeehouse I will continue our coffeehouse traditions and strive
each day to be the very best I can be.

LaDeane Harrison
Current Mission Coffeehouse Manager



The Mission Coffeehouse celebrated its 20th Anniversary in
September. On September 23, a daylong celebration brought
together friends and supporters to mark this special milestone.
Musical entertainment was provided by Mary Ermel and Pat
Anderson on piano, along with Betty Franklin on harp.
Throughout the month,CFhoto displays highlighted memorable
moments and cherished experiences from the past 20 years.
Current and former Mission Coffeehouse managers also shared
written reflections on the impact and history of the Coffeehouse. In
addition, visitors were invited to leave notes describing what the
Mission Coffeehouse has meant to them.

This page features photos from the anniversary celebration, along
with a selection of the heartfelt messages left by friends of the
Mission Coffeehouse.

g ¢
Pictured: former managers Carol
Harwood, Carol VanLiere, Jeanne Eclov
and current manager, LaDeane Harrison
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MUSIC DEPARTMENT UPDATE
“FOR EVERUTHING THERE IS A SEASON,

AND A TIME FOR EVERY MATTER UNDER HEAVEN™ ECCLESIASTES 31

My season as the sanctuary choir director has come to an end. | am very thankful for the opportunity that |
was given directing the Sanctuary Choir. This will give me more flexibility in our personal life. | would like to
thank all the faithful singers who have shown me love and support.

Sanctuary Choir has a new director! April Mendiola, M.M. will be the new director. April is the new choral
director, music educator, and vocal instructor at SDSU. She has extensive experience in directing and | am
anxious to see and hear how our choir grows and improves under her leadership.

There was a Meet and Greet for April on Wed. September 16th at 7:00 pm along with a short rehearsal.
Regular rehearsals will be held every Wednesday night at 7pm in the Mission Coffeehouse meeting room.
New members are welcome anytimel!

Handbells Choir rehearsals have also begun. They practice at 5:45pm on Wednesday nights in the Music
Office. If interested, stop by a practice or call the church office for more information.

Praise be to God for the gift of music.
Pat Anderson, Music Coordinator for the 8:30 service.

ANNUAL MEETING

Many people attended the
annual meeting and
enjoyed the potluck style
lunch! During the actual
meeting portion, children
were entertained by
volunteers from the SDSU
University Lutheran Center.




We are off to a wonderful start at Pr‘ef;chool! The chidren are
setting into their routines, making new Friends, and having lots of
Fun learning and exploring together.

We are especiadlly excited to begin Q’E[ﬂ This will be a special
time to come together to sing pray, hear Bible stories, and learn
about God's love. What a blessing to watch our little ones grow in
both learning and Faithl

There is lots of Eal Funh ahead Some classes wil head to Dakota
Nature Park For a fall scavenger hunt, while others will visit the
Fire station During 'G" week, we may even taste Green Eggs and
Hom, and "H" week. will bring crazy hair and Fun hats! our Junior

Kindergar‘ren class is also enjoying Kids in the Kitchen on Fridays,
creating tasty treats that match our Letter of the Week.

We are looking Forward to our anhual Fall Festival at the end of

October and celelara’ring Thanksgiving together in November.
Fall Parent/Teacher Conferences wil be held October 26-30,
giving Lamilies and teachers a chance to connect and celebrate

each chid's growth

We feel so blessed to have our preschool Filed with little voices,
biﬁ smiles, lots of learning, and God's lovel

Bleesinﬂs,
Kami Bartels
Director, First Lutheran Preschool



CHILDREN,
YOUTH &
FAMILY

MINISTRY

Do you know the story of Jesus Feeding the 5,000? How deeply could you talk about it? Did
you know that this passage is in all four Gospels? During our time on the High School
Summer Trip through Camp Amnicon, we dove into this story- we didn’t bring our bibles out
on trail with us, but we had meaningful discussions about the meaning and the significance
of this story and how it relates to what’s happening in the world today.

Lexa Kieckhefer, Gavin Smith, and I had an amazing time in Voyageurs National Park with
some new friends! Within God’s creation we got to see his amazing handiwork through
nature, community, and moments of peace. In total, we canoed approximately 35 miles in 4
days! We got to see some animals that we rarely see around here including loons, a black bear
cub, and a river otter!

Speaking about animals, children who attended VBS (Vacation Bible School) were
transported to the Alaskan Wilderness as we talked about how Jesus is with us no matter
what! We welcomed an average of 50 kids every night! We had fun in worship, bible study,
games, and crafts. On Thursday evening, kids put together treats for our friends at the
Brookings Humane Society. Thank you for making VBS such an impactful experience for the
children, volunteers, and church!

Regular CYF activities are in full swing and guess what?! It’s never too late to register your

children for activities here at First Lutheran or to sign up to volunteer! As we get into some

of the ‘hectic’ months with Steppingstones, regular gatherings, special activities, and Youth
Gathering prep, I offer a reminder my friends: God is with us through it all.

As the school year gets underway, work schedules become busier, and family calendars fill up
and it can be easy to feel overwhelmed. Over the next few months, I challenge both you and
myself to find moments of peace amid the chaos. Maybe that means listening to a devotional
podcast during your morning commute, spending a few quiet minutes in prayer, or simply
taking a moment to pause and breathe.

I pray as we enter into a more ‘hectic’ time, that we are reminded to pause and rest. I mean,
God did it after creating the world?! We should follow God’s example.

In Holy Disruption,
Rose Baerenwald
CYF Ministry Director



UPCOMING CYF EVENTS

Journey: Pre-k thru 5th grade; Confirmation: 6" thru 8" grade;
Youth Group: 9" thru 12" grade
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October;2026
Sundey Octeber 4™ - 1* Grade Steppingstone - Learning

to Share Blessing | Both services .*

Wednesday October 7% = HarvestiFest | 6pm

Sundey Octeber 1i1® = Joumey Together | 9:40am

Wednesday October 14 - 9™ Grade Night | 7pm

Wednesdey Ogteber 21 - 10* Grade Meeting | 7pm j(
Sunday October 25 - Affirmation of Baptism Sunday | - @
10:30 servics | Falth Forum in between servicas

Wednesday October 28 - 11% Grade Steppingstone -

Lifie of Servica Class #1 | 7pm

Novmeberg2026] » Q
Wednesday November 4® - 11th Grade Steppingstone -

Life of Service Class #2 | 7pm
Wednesday November 11% - 39 Grade Steppingstone -

P LA

}gff Sacrament of Holy Communion Class #1 | 6pm /yif

"~ + Wednesday November 11® - g% Grade Night | 7Zpm

< . Friday November 13th - Sunday November 15® - L 4
MS/HS Retreat | Camp NeSoDak

%

Wednesday November 18® - 39 Grade Steppingstone -
Sacrament of Holy Communion Class #2 | 6pm

Sunday November 22™ - 39 Grade Steppingstone ‘
Blessing | Both services

- Wednesday November 25® - No Journey |

Thanksgiving Break

Sunday November 29™ - No Journey | ‘ 5;

| Thanksgiving Break
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The weather didn't allow us to CG\VIOQIV\S on DO\U i
worship on the shoreline on Lake
Superior. Camp Amnicon owns over
o mile of shoreline on Lake Superior!

—
T

explore Duluth before
heading to camp!



| Trusting Jesus in a Wild wopjy




goelize

Celebra’rina FLC Connections in Belize

BELIZE BOUND!

Join First Lutheran on a Mission Trip
February 27 - March 7, 2027

Group limit 10 participants, including
Dee Shanley, FLC missionary.

Deposit due Nov. 6

Schedule:
Tour of Mayan site - Sunday

Church Sunday 2/28 to see student presentations.

School projects Monday - Thursday
Friday to Placencia resort on the sea
Sunday to airport

Project Costs: Funds provided by FLC for all work,
class materials & building, at Belize school.

Estimated Total Travel Costs
for 10 participants for 10 days: $2,550 each.

Contact for more information:
Mary Moeller at 605-690-8862

PFFP Iooking for
volunteers & donations

Purses For A Powerful Purpose (PFPP)
is looking for volunteers to help
prepare for this year’s event! We need
assistance with cleaning, sorting,
and pricing purses, jewelry, and
Christmas décor items. Volunteer
opportunities are available now
through the event, and much of this
work can be done from the comfort of
your home.

We are also accepting donations of
gently used purses, jewelry, and
Christmas décor items (please, no
Christmas tree ornaments).
Donations may be dropped off at the
Welcome Desk in the Mission
Coffeehouse, or we would be happy
to arrange pickup.

To volunteer or schedule a donation
pickup, please call the church office
at 605-692-6251.

Thank you for helping make
Purses For A Powerful Purpose
a success!

2 students in Dee's sewing class
work on a project together

i{ \‘ 0 BELIZE Mission Partners in Service and Learning FLC
L] [

for o POWERFUL PURPOSE

Save the Date
Friday Dec. 4, 2026




FLC QUILTERS
NEWS

And Off They Go!!!

On Sunday afternoon, September 27th,
400 quilts and 55 personal care kits were
loaded onto a semi in the First Lutheran
Church parking lot to begin the journey to the
east coast of the United States as well as to
Africa and Middle East countries for families in
need. Eighty-five boxes were filled with South
Dakota care, warmth, and love. With the
present cost of fuel, the shipping costs for the
quilts and kits were nearly $2000 this year.

Thank you to everyone who purchased quilt
raffle tickets, purchased gifts of the quilts and
nap robes, or had a Sunday morning
cinnamon roll - you helped send these quilts
on their way! Thanks also to everyone who
helped haul the boxes out to the parking lot
Sunday noon during the annual meeting and
the students from the University Lutheran

Center who loaded the boxes unto the semi.

The quilters appreciated all of your help!
Thank You!

Photos to left:

1-3) During the Annual Meeting, members of the
congregation helped moved the quilts out to the
sidewalk to wait for the semi to arrive. 4) Students from
the University Lutheran Center came to help load the
semi and were pretty smart when they made a train (5)
to move them. 6) Some of the many banana boxes full of

quilts waiting to be loaded. 5 quilts fit in a box.




SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3

Only church activities are included on this calendar. Check the
on-line calendar for outside meetings and events scheduled.

(Calendar subject to change.)

HC = Holy Communion

SS = SteppingStone

4 5
1ST GRADE 9:30am Staff
STEPPINGSTONE Meeting
RECOGNITION AT 5:30pm Sew
BOTH SERVICES What
8:30am Traditional
Worship w/HC
9:40am Journey
10:30am
Contemporary
Worship w/HC
1:00pm Cemetery

Clean Up

11 12
8:30am Traditional CHURCH
Worship OFFICES AND
9:40am Journey MISSION
together COFFEE HOUSE
10:30am CLOSED
Contemporary 5:30pm Sew
Worship What

18 19
8:30am Traditional 9:30am Staff
Worship w/HC Meeting
9:40am Journey 5:30pm Sew
10:30am What
Contemporary
Worship w/HC

25 26
8:30am Traditional 9:30am Staff
Worship w/HC Meeting

9:40am Journey, 10th 11:30am FLC
grade Faith Forum Bookclub
10:30am 5:30pm Sew
Contemporary What
Worship w/HC and

10th Grade

Affirmation of

Baptism

Steppingstone

Blessing

6
8:30am
Quilters
1:30pm Bible
Study

13
8:30am
Quilters
9:30am Staff
Meeting
1:30pm Bible
Study

20
8:30am
Quilters
1:30pm Bible
Study

27
8:30am
Quilters
1:30pm Bible
Study

5:00pm Meal
5:45pm Bells
6:00pm HARVEST
FEST

7:00pm NO
SANCTUARY
CHOIR,
Confirmation,
Youth Group

14 15 16
5:00pm Meal 10:00am
5:45pm Bells WELCA Bible
6:00pm Journey  Study
7:00pm Choir,
Confirmation, 9th
grade night,
Youth Group

21 22 23
5:00pm Meal
5:45pm Bells
6:00pm Journey
7:00pm Choir,
Confirmation,
10th grade
"Affirmation of
Baptism" SS
meeting, Youth
Group

28 29 30
5:00pm Meal
5:45pm Bells
6:00pm Journey
7:00pm Choir,
Confirmation, 11th
Grade "Life of
Service" SS Class
#1, Youth Group

10

17

24

31



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

DAYLIGHT
SAVINGS TIME
ENDS
8:30amTraditional
Worship w/HC
9:40am Journey
10:30am
Contemporary
Worship w/HC

8

8:30am Traditional
Worship

9:40am Journey
10:30am
Contemporary
Worship

15
8:30am Traditional
Worship w/HC
9:40am Journey
10:30am
Contemporary
Worship w/HC

22

3rd Grade "Holy
Communion” SS
Blessing @ both
services

8:30am Traditional
Worship

9:40am Journey
10:30am
Contemporary
Worship

29
NO SUNDAY
JOURNEY
8:30am Traditional
Worship
10:30am
Contemporary
Worship

9:30am Staff
Meeting
5:30pm Sew
What

9
9:30am Staff
Meeting
5:30pm Sew
What

16
9:30am Staff
Meeting
5:30pm Sew
What

23
9:30am Staff
Meeting
11:30am FLC
Bookclub
5:30pm Sew
What

30
9:30am Staff
Meeting
5:30pm Sew
What

8:30am
Quilters
1:30pm Bible
Study

10
8:30am
Quilters
1:30pm Bible
Study

17
8:30am
Quilters
1:30pm Bible
Study

24
8:30am
Quilters
1:30pm Bible
Study

5:00pm Meal
5:45pm Bells
6:00pm Journey
7:00pm Choir,
Confirmation, 11th
Grade"Life of
Service"SS Class#2 ,
Youth Group

11 12 13
5:00pm Meal
5:45pm Bells
6:00pm Journey, 3rd
Grade "Holy
Communion" SS
Class #1

7:00pm

NO SANCTUARY
CHOIR; Youth
Group; 9" grade
night,

confirmation

NeSoDak Retreat for
MS & HS Fri-Sun

18 19 20
5:00pm Meal 10:00am

5:45pm Bells WELCA Bible

6:00pm Journey, 3rd Study

Grade "Holy

Communion" SS

Class #2

7:00pm Choir,
Confirmation, Youth
Group

25 26 27

CHURCH CHURCH
OFFICES AND OFFICES AND
MISSION MISSION
COFFEE COFFEE
HOUSE HOUSE
CLOSED CLOSED

NO WEDNESDAY
NIGHT CYF
PROGRAMMING

NO SANCTUARY
CHOIR OR
HANDBELL CHOIR
REHEARSAL

Only church activities are included on this calendar. Check the
on-line calendar for outside meetings and events scheduled.
(Calendar subject to change.)

HC = Holy Communion SS = SteppingStone

14

21

28
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X
If you have an If you would prefer to receive this newsletter via email, please call the church
article or office at 605-692-6251 or email office@firstlutheranbrookings.org

information
for the Dec/Jan

newsletter,
please have it to Sumday
the church office e
no later than N@vemhér '
5:00pm on Ist

November 5th.

If you would like
information put F A L L
in the Sunday
announcements,
please have it in B AC K
the church office
by noon the

Monday before.
Thank you!




