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Welcome to worship at First Lutheran! 

As we encounter God’s Word and respond with prayer and praise, 

may this gathering be for you a holy time of grace, inspiration, and renewal. 

To get connected, fill out a blue Connect card or connect online. 

We’re glad you’re here! 

 

 

PRELUDE                                    Carol Of The Bells                              Ruby Daum 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                 God Rest Ye Merry                        arr. Christ Rice 

 

WELCOME            

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 

will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

God, who is rich in mercy…that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN            Good Christian Friends, Rejoice                ELW 288 

 



 

 

 
 

Text: Medieval Latin carol: tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866 

Music: IN CULCI JUBILO, German Carol, 14th Cent. PUBLIC DOMAIN 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray…one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 62:6-12 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 97 

 1The LORD reigns; let the earth rejoice; 

  let the multitude of the isles be glad. 

 2Clouds and darkness surround the LORD, 

  righteousness and justice are the foundations of God’s throne. 

 3Fire goes before the LORD, 

  burning up enemies on every side. 



 4Lightnings light up the world; 

  the earth sees and trembles. 

 5The mountains melt like wax 

  before the Lord of all the earth. 

 6The heavens declare your righteousness, O LORD, 

  and all the peoples see your glory.  

 7Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in false gods! 

  Bow down before the LORD, all you gods. 

 8Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, 

  because of your judgments, O LORD. 

 9For you are the LORD, most high over all the earth; 

  you are exalted far above all gods. 

 10You who love the LORD, hate evil! God guards the lives of the saints and  

rescues them from the hand of the wicked. 

 11Light dawns for the righteous, 

  and joy for the honest of heart. 

 12Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous, 

  and give thanks to God’s holy name. 

 

SECOND READING: Titus 3:4-7 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

HYMN                              It Came Upon A Midnight Clear   v 1                ELW 282 

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 

from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold: 

"Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav'n's all-gracious king." 

The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

HYMN                              It Came Upon A Midnight Clear   v 4                ELW 282 

For lo! The days are hast'ning on, by prophets seen of old, 

when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold, 

when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling, 

and all the world give back the song which now the angels sing. 

 
Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810-1876 

 



GOSPEL: LUKE 2:8-20 

The holy gospel according to Luke.     Glory to you, O Lord. 

The gospel of the Lord.      Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                  Hark The Herald Angels Sing               ELW 270 

 
 

 



CONFESSION OF FAITH  (to the tune of “O Little Town of Bethlehem”) 

In God the Father we believe, The Lord of hosts his name. 

All things from him their form receive; By his strong Word they came. 

By him was all created In earth and heav’n above. 

He made them all, things great and small, By his great pow’r and love. 

 

In God’s Son Jesus we believe, Who came at God’s own hour, 

Whom Virgin Mary did conceive By Holy Spirit’s pow’r. 

He suffered and was buried, Was raised at God’s own call. 

To reign on high, and to draw nigh At last as Judge of all. 

 

In Holy Spirit we believe, And in Christ’s Church on earth. 

The saints, united, faith receive, A gift of precious worth. 

He sanctifies and keeps us By his empow’ring love. 

Forgiven, we the grave shall flee To live with God above. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Gracious God, you come from heaven above into the midst of our world. 

Fill our hearts with the joy of the angels at your birth. 

You come from heaven above to the lowliest of human conditions. 

Watch over those in need, the sick, the hungry, the grieving. 

You come from heaven above to walk the way of the cross. 

Guide us to follow your path of forgiveness, mercy, and peace. 

You come from heaven above to become flesh and live among us. 

May we see your glory, full of grace and truth. Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING MUSIC                       I Wonder as I Wander                      Jenna York 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right......we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

 All are welcome at the Lord’s table today.  

Please see the insert for more information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION HYMNS           

                                                     What Child Is This                                 ELW 296 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                        Love Has Come                                     ELW 292 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BLESSING                (to the tune of “O Come All Ye Faithful”)  
 

The Lord bless and keep you 

Look with love upon you, 

Be gracious, and cause His face 

To shine with peace! 

Glory to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit! 

The Savior close beside us, 

God’s love from harm to hide us, 

The Spirit’s pow’r to guide us, evermore. 

 

SENDING HYMN                  Go Tell It On the Mountain                         ELW 290 

 
 

 



DISMISSAL 

Christ the Savior is born! 

Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE                          Good Christian Friends, Rejoice          arr. Diane Bish 

 
 

 

 

Serving at today’s Worship Service: 

Pat Anderson, Pianist 

Ruby Daum, Special Music Pianist 

Jenna York, Song Leader 

Stacie Horst, Reader 
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PLEASE RECYCLE 

Please join us today for 
Christmas Dinner in the First 

Lutheran Activity Center 


