
 

First Things 

 

A  MESSAGE  FROM  PASTOR  DAVE  & PASTOR NYLA 
 

 

Brothers and Sisters in Faith at First Lutheran,  

 

We write this letter with hearts filled with both joy and sadness. After considerable 

thought, prayer, and discernment, Nyla and I have accepted a call to serve a 

congregation in the Seattle area. 

 

Over the last couple of years, our distance from family in the midst of life’s 

challenges, deaths, and struggles has been hard – and it has only been exacerbated 

by the COVID-19 reality. Two months ago, when the opportunity to serve a faith 

community near family arose, we allowed our names to be entered into the process.  

 

It has been a time of discernment as we’ve looked back at our time with First 

Lutheran – as this week marks 18 years since we interviewed to serve First Lutheran.  

We have been blessed to raise our family in Brookings, and there is no question we 

love this community. The care and grace and love that we have experienced here has 

helped shape our children, our faith, and our understanding of the calling we share. 

Your generous hearts, searching minds, and faithful responses have given us joy and 

strength in the midst of both life and church challenges. 

 

This community has walked with us in both joyful and difficult places, and we have 

been honored to walk with you through your life’s journeys. We have been blessed to 

stand beside you in baptism, to walk with youth confirming their faith, to challenge 

and listen to couples as they commit to walk through life together, to sit at bedsides 

and hospital beds as life has changed, and to walk with you as you commit loved ones 

to God’s grace and care in their death.   

 

When we accepted the call to First Lutheran, we prayed that this would be a place 

where our family would be strengthened and blessed, where we could serve and 

worship together, and help the church see an image of God that is easy to miss – it 

has been that and more. Thank you for your witness; thank you for your grace; thank 

you for your prayers.   

 

We will continue to serve First Lutheran through December, and will be moving to the 

Pacific Northwest in early January. We, along with the church council, will look for a 

way to celebrate our time with you, and say goodbye, as our call here ends.  

 

In Christ’s service and grace, 

Pastors David and Nyla Schoeld 

First Lutheran Church of Brookings, SD 
 

 

...engaging life and the world, by and through God's grace. 
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Wednesday Evening Advent Services 
(streamed) 

December 9th and 16th at 7:00 pm 
 

Longest Night Service  
(streamed) 

Monday, December 21st at 7:00 pm 
 

Join us for a time of reflection, release, and remembrance  

as we pray for those we’ve lost, those who are ill (including ourselves),  

and those who suffer in any form.  
 

Christmas Eve 
Thursday, December 24th  

Christmas Eve Worship Service (streamed) 
 at 4:30 pm 

 
Caroling and Candlelight Service 

6:30 pm (LIVE) 
This service will last about 15-20 minutes. 

(weather dependent!) 
FLC Mission Coffeehouse Parking Lot 

 

Christmas Day 
(streamed) 

Friday, December 25th at 10:00 am 
Holy Communion will be celebrated digitally 
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A NOTE OF THANKS 
 

THANK YOU for supporting our Ham, Lefse, 

Pie, & Bread Basket Fundraiser.  We sent 

the proceeds to our partner school in Belize 

and were happy to provide a meal for the 

high school students and their families.  

Typically these students would bring 

produce and meat as an offering of 

Thanksgiving for the First Harvest.  This 

year there was no First Harvest due to 

Covid, hurricanes and flooding of crops.  

Your support is greatly appreciated. 

The Belize Mission Team 

 

A THANK YOU FROM THE 

FIRST LUTHERAN 

QUILTERS! 
 

A bit of history of the quilt sales from the 

past 4 years: 

Year    $ Amount Sold 

2017    $830.00 

2018    $1857.00 

2019    $1424.00 

2020    $1485.00 
 

The 2020 First Lutheran Quilt Sale was a 

success!  A Big THANK YOU to all of our FLC 

members and friends that participated in 

the quilt sale this season by purchasing 

quilts, lap robes, table runners and such.  

We greatly appreciate your response to the 

new virtual quilt sale process.  All proceeds 

from this sale are used to purchase 

additional supplies for making senior 

student quilts and quilts sent to missions 

worldwide.  Thanks again for your help in 

making these projects happen,  We look 

forward to the next event of Christmas in 

July! 

 

The Membership 

Records of First 

Lutheran Church from 

November 

of 2020 

 

Passings: 
Lola Stampe 

Kathryn Chester 
Jim Adams 

 

New Member: 
Chelsie Gehrke 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

November of 2020 
 
 

Many memorials were received, but 
this is the list of memorials that 

remained at First Lutheran Church. 
 
 

 

In memory of Lola Stampe: 

Verlie Barg, Donna Hamre, Lou Plymate 

 

In memory of Leonard Ludwig:   

Dave and Marcene Lenander 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to First Lutheran members and 

the community for honoring friends and 

relatives by donating to the First Lutheran 

memorial fund.  

 

 



 

ALTERNATIVE GIFTS FOR CHRISTMAS 
 

Are you looking for the perfect gift for someone special?  Do you want to give a gift with 

meaning that makes an impact on this world and brings true joy? An alternative gift is a 

donation in honor of friends and family in lieu of a traditional gift. 

 

THE BELIZE MISSION 
A gift to the Belize Mission will be appreciated and sent directly to our partner school in 

Belize to be used as needed by the students for transportation costs, school lunches, or 

school supplies. 

 

HEIFER INTERNATIONAL 
Heifer International is a global nonprofit working to eradicate poverty and hunger through 

sustainable, values-based holistic community development. Heifer International distributes 

animals, along with agricultural and values-based training, to families in need around the 

world as a means of providing self-sufficiency. Recipients must agree to "pass on the gift" by 

donating animal offspring, as well as sharing the skills and knowledge of animal husbandry 

and agricultural training with other impoverished families in the community. Your gift of any 

amount will help purchase a farm animal or a share of a farm animal: chicks, pigs, cows, 

water buffalos, goats, ducks, sheep, alpacas, and even honeybees! 

 

ELCA GOOD GIFTS 
Every project in every community starts with listening. We believe that our congregations, 

companion churches and partners know their communities best. That’s why they identify the 

needs and priorities in their communities, as well as the solutions they believe will make the 

biggest impact. Your donation can be directed toward: animals, water, women and children, 

agriculture, health care, international emergencies, grow the church, leader development, 

and help at home. 

 

Please make your check out to First Lutheran Church and write in the memo line: 

The Belize Mission 

Heifer International 

ELCA Good Gifts 

 

Checks may be mailed to First Lutheran Church, PO Box 300, Brookings, SD  57006. 

Thank you for your support! 
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FLC WOMAN’S STOLE: STYLISHLY CELEBRATING 50 

YEARS OF ELCA WOMEN’S ORDINATION 
Reported by Mary Moeller 

 

Have you seen (and admired!) the new stole yet? Do you know what a “stole” is? According 

to Wikipedia, a stole is a “liturgical vestment of various Christian denominations. It consists 

of a band of colored cloth about 7.5 to 9 feet long and 3 to 4 inches wide. The center of the 

stole is worn around the back of the neck and the two ends hang down parallel to each other 

in front. The stole is almost always decorated in some way, usually with a cross or some 

other significant religious design.” Here’s the story of how a group of talented, dedicated 

women used their gifts to create a beautiful garment as a gift to our congregation! 
 

First Lutheran Church Women (FLCW) responded quickly to a 2019 SD Synod request to 

create a woman’s liturgical stole celebrating the 50th anniversary of women’s ordination in 

2020 by asking the FLC Mission Quilters for help. Nearly a year later, the stole is completed 

and has been gifted to First Lutheran Church! 
 

The Monday evening “Sew What” group began the creation process by brainstorming 

appropriate themes and designs to reflect FLC values. After settling on the “Touchdown 

Jesus” mosaic on the south side of our building for inspiration, project leaders Debbie 

Pederson and Jean Gentry began developing suggestions from Brenda Hayne, Katie Foiles, 

and Mary Moeller, with Jean sketching designs. The quilters chose the theme “All Are 

Welcome,” represented in the image of Jesus’ out-stretched arms, demonstrating our 

inclusive, all-embracing, and approachable Savior. This theme parallels the ELCA’s goal of 

inclusivity, particularly the ordination of women.  
 

Next, Debbie purchased an assortment of colors and textures of fabric for the group’s 

consideration. She patiently pieced approximately 162 small (1.5 by 2 inch) squares to 

represent the tiled surface of our church building as a background for the Jesus image. 

When she brought a sample of this background to the Tuesday morning Mission Quilters for 

their input, the group responded enthusiastically that this quilted pattern was perfect to 

reflect the actual tiled surface of our building. Debbie went back to piecing more of this 

background.  
 

Debbie also pieced a chevron quilt pattern as a background for the Greek cross on the left 

side of the stole. Throughout the winter, spring and summer, Debbie regularly brought 

quilting designs, fabric choices, trimmings, and mock-ups of the stole to the quilters, and 

Jean updated sketched designs.  During these previews, suggestions from Dee Shanley, Julie 

Bell, Julie Abraham, Faye Dahl, and Connie Quirk were incorporated.  
 

Early in the process, Pastor Nyla Schoeld had invited the quilters to consider her collection of 

stoles for the style and fit of the finished project. She explained the meanings of various 

liturgical colors and pointed out details on her favorite and most comfortable stoles. In 

addition, Pastor David Schoeld also contributed to the mix of ideas, first indirectly through a 

sermon he gave on the concept and meaning of the yoke in the scriptures, and then directly 

through the loan of a resource book on Christian symbols. These contributions inspired the 

quilters to add a yoke across the shoulders as well as another cross at the apex of the stole, 

both of which reinforce the themes of community and inclusivity.                    (cont’d pg. 8) 
 



 

(cont’d from pg. 7) 

When Joelyn Gauthier heard of our design choice, she dug out historical records on the 

creation of the “Touchdown Jesus” image on the front of our building and the numerous 

details included in the mosaic figure. Having this information greatly clarified important 

details and symbols. Considering the size of the stole and the extensive ornamentation of the 

Jesus image, Jean imported a photo of the image into a graphic design program to create a 

template. Debbie noted that this step was critical in creating a pattern to transfer the 3-inch 

Jesus figure to the stole. Throughout the summer, the quilters also discussed various 

machine-stitched designs for the crosses on the front and the back of the stole, their sizes, 

which thread colors to use, and what embroidery techniques might adequately represent the 

theme and accurately replicate the familiar “Touchdown Jesus” artwork on the front of our 

building.  
 

This fall, Debbie brought a fabric cut-out Jesus figure to Linda Vaa to appliqué on the quilted 

background. Linda also beautifully appliquéd the two cross symbols. Debbie then met with 

Joy Bretsch to consult on the final finishing process.  
 

After the appliqués were stitched onto the stole, Jean undertook the meticulous work of hand 

embroidering the numerous details from the mosaic onto the stole’s Jesus figure. Using the 

church documentation as a guide, she embroidered facial features on the Jesus image and 

added the thirteen symbols to the body, using mostly satin and outlining stitches in colors to 

match the original mosaic. Jean also added gold seed beads to the crown. The penultimate 

step of tailoring included shaping the front of the stole using a French curve and then sizing 

the stole to match Pastor Nyla’s size. Finally, Jean added a beaded chain across the back 

yoke. 
 

Now completed, the stole was worn by Pastor Nyla during Synod Day, November 7, 2020, for 

a virtual event and again at both services on November 8, where she explained the 

significance of the occasion and presented the finished stole to the congregation.  
 

The Mission Quilters covered the cost of $120 for materials and gifted the stole to First 

Lutheran Church. They hope that you will find an opportunity to enjoy the talents and work 

of this group – all to the Glory of God and in celebration of God’s Inclusive Love, Jesus. 

 

We wish Pastor Dave and Pastor 

Nyla happiness in their new 

calling and thank them for their 

time with First Lutheran.  The 

Council is looking for ways to 

celebrate our time together 

before the Schoeld family leaves 

in early January.  Please open 

your emails and letters from the 

church in the coming weeks and 

months. The Council will keep us 

updated on an interim pastor 

and the call process as we move 

forward. If you wish to email the 

council, you may do so at 

council@firstlutheranbrookings.o

rg.      
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 ,  

Postponed  

As we know, the coronavirus pandemic requires us to socially 
distance, and we decided to postpone this year’s luncheon and sales.  
We are very thankful to Pastor Dave and the Reopening Task Force for 

addressing our FLC members and community’s safety needs. 
 

Our Belize Mission Team is very excited to announce  
Purses for a Powerful Purpose in July 2021! 

If you would like to donate items for the July 2021 Purses for a Powerful 
Purpose, please contact any of these people:  Debbie Pederson 605-691-1803, 

Dee Shanley 605-690-8460, or Mary Moeller 605-690-8862.  We are more 
than happy to pick up any donated purses, jewelry, or Christmas 

decorations.   
 

If you are cleaning out your closets or Christmas totes, consider donating to a 
great cause.  Your donation is greatly appreciated. 

 

We look forward to the new year and new opportunities to serve. Thank you for 
your past generosity and for ongoing support to benefit Belize students. We 

continue to pray for your health and safety as well as for our Belizean friends. 
 

In Service, 
 

Belize Mission Team 
Dee Shanley, Pastor Nyla Schoeld, Mary Moeller, Jean Bernhardt Gentry,  

Debbie Pederson 

9 



 

10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

council@firstlutheranbrookings.org 
 

President:  Tiffany Lewis   
Vice President: Kris Seas   
Secretary: Barb Jensen 

Brenda Algood 
Lonnie Bayer  

Erik Dahl 
Nichole Berkenhoff 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are unable to collect food pantry items at the church right now, but you can drop off 

food directly at the pantry.    Donations can be made Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 

10:00 am to 5:00 pm at 217 4th Street.  The top ten needs right now are: beef stew, apple 

sauce, cream of chicken soup, canned fruit, rice, pineapple, pancake mix with syrup, 

oatmeal, egg noodles and heavy soups.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

We are helping build the home we helped fund (future residence of the Zarpelah family)! 

Now we need your hands to help build on Saturdays!  Will you be one of them? We'll start 

around 9:00 am, and be done around 3:30 pm.  If you want to volunteer, or have any 

questions, please contact the Habitat offices at 697-2540.   
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Journey to Discipleship continues to serve our children and families through a Faith 

Formations show. The show is held in lieu of in person programing on Wednesday evenings 

at 6:00 pm.  The show airs live and is recorded to allow people to watch at any time as 

many times as they like. All are welcome, we encourage people of all ages to watch our 

show to learn, sing, celebrate, and pray with us. Although registration is not a requirement 

to engage in our programing through this show, we REQUEST that children ages 3-5th grade 

are registered as we use this information to acknowledge Birthdays with cards and 

celebrations during the show, contact information to keep families up to date on Stepping 

Stones classes, special events, and to send gifts to the children.  When we do start in person 

programing this will also allow us to ensure sufficient volunteers and supplies. The 

registration is available on the Church website under ministry-children.  

 

The show can be seen live on the church website under live events, church mobile app and 

our youth YouTube page. The recorded version can be viewed on the church website under 

media as well as the Youtube page. All the links are provided below.  

 

Check your mailboxes for a special family Advent packet from First Lutheran’s Faith 

Formations.  We hope this packet brings you fun, joy, and a closeness we are all longing for. 

The packet might even help create a new family tradition. The packet contains two pre-

addressed, pre-stamped post cards for local Health care workers. Please take the time to 

color a picture, write a verse, a personal message or something to show the health care 

workers they are loved.  Once you have finished the postcard, put it in the mailbox. This 

small effort will mean so much to so many people right now. 

 

If there has been a change in your address or other information, please email the church 

office with the update at office@firstlutheranbrookings.org. 

 

Thank you to everyone who continues to send texts, pictures, and messages after our shows 

or events. For the thank you’s, smiles, and just touching base after a mailing, birthday card 

or other.  We miss you all so very much. It warms our souls and comforts are hearts to 

know that our prayers for your health, safety and well being have been answered.  Keep 

watching the Journey to Discipleship Show, continue to pray daily, and remember…..God 

loves you, God forgives you, God is always with you and he hears your prayers.  

 

YouTube Page:       Faith Formation Kids Brookings FLC or  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3E3dxVr9H6M5pzO09H-SKg? 

 

Church Website:  https://firstlutheranbrookings.org/      

(Live events for live version, about-media-FaithFormations for recorded versions.) 

 

Church App: FLC Brookings App in the App store.  

Don’t forget to turn on notifications in the settings to keep informed about Youth 

Programing. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3E3dxVr9H6M5pzO09H-SKg
https://firstlutheranbrookings.org/
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If you have an  

article or  
information  

for the   
January 

Newsletter, 
please have it 

in to the 
church office 
no later than  
December 16! 

 
If you would 

like information 
put into the 

Sunday  
announce-

ments, please 
have it in to 
the church  

office by the  
Monday  
before. 

Thank you! 
     

First Lutheran Church 
PO Box 300 
Brookings, SD  57006 
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