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BIBLE STUDY 
TOOLS

But one word of caution: 
Never forget the order: first the 
text of Scripture; then secondary 
sources. 

Context
Context

Context
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1.  CONTEXT RULES.

Scripture always interprets Scripture.

Never take a Scripture out of its context to make 
it say what we want it to say.

2.  ALWAYS SEEK THE FULL COUNSEL OF GOD.

Never accept someone’s 
teaching based on one or 
two isolated verses to 
support it.  

4. AVOID BASING A BELIEF OR CONVICTION ON AN OBSCURE 
PASSAGE OF SCRIPTURE.

3.  SCRIPTURE NEVER CONTRADICTS SCRIPTURE.
Because Scripture is God-breathed, it will never 
contradict itself. 

They should not be used as a basis for establishing 
doctrine. 

5.  INTERPRET SCRIPTURE LITERALLY.
Accept words at face value – there are no hidden 
meanings.

7. CONSIDER THE TYPES OF LITERATURE.

6. LOOK FOR A SINGLE MEANING OF THE PASSAGE.

Unless the author indicates there is another 
meaning, let the passage speak for itself.

The Bible includes virtually every kind of figurative 
use of language --

parables, proverbs, 
fables, allegories, 
symbols,  poetry, etc.
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8.  HISTORICAL CONSIDERATIONS.

The Christian faith is based on 
historical fact.

There is an objective, historical 
evidence for the reliability of the 
Bible.

Knowing culture and interpretation 
doesn’t mean we have to know Greek 
or Hebrew to correctly interpret 
Scripture. 

Concordance
Bible Dictionaries
Commentaries
Atlas 
Bible Handbook

BIBLE CONCORDANCE



9/27/2021

4

USING A CONCORDANCE 
FOR WORD SEARCH

Angel/Angel’s

The word “angel (s)” appear 285 times in 
the King James version (108 times in the 
Old Testament and 177 times in the New 
Testament).

Bible 
Dictionary

The Bible handbook is 
a related resource to 
the Bible dictionary --
a sort of a one-volume 
encyclopedia..   
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Bible Atlas

https://bibleatlas.org/

Finally …
after we have exhausted all of these methods, then we 
refer to different commentaries.

Bible study tools are not necessarily the final say-so in 
passage interpretation.  

The downside is the tendency to start 
depending on commentaries rather 
than familiarizing yourself with the
biblical text. 

A bible commentary 
can’t do your study for 
you.
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Online resources:
Blue Letter Bible
Bible Gateway 
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