
Everything about Jesus is Good News 
Galatians 1:1-10 

The good news of grace will never minimize Jesus.


Who wrote it? Paul

Who was it written to? The churches of Galatia.

Initial greeting and stated purpose of the letter.


vs. 1-5, Paul’s greeting

vs.1, Why should those in Galatia listen to Paul?

vs. 2, There are many others who are listening to Paul. He has their support.

vs. 3, Grace and Peace

vs. 4-5, What confidence is there in this grace and peace?


vs. 6, Paul is genuinely surprised at how quickly the Galatians have been influenced to change their minds.

vs. 7, The message you are now listening to is not the gospel at all.

vs. 8-9, Paul is so filled with urgency that he speaks a curse on those who distort the gospel.

vs. 10, Paul speaks directly against the accusation of people pleasing.


An apostle -> an official representative of Jesus Christ. Called and appointed by Jesus.


1 Corinthians 15:8 Last of all, as to one born at the wrong time, he also appeared to me.


An apostle sent to the Gentiles. 

This appointment was confirmed by missionary successes and miracles.


Romans 15:18-19 For I would not dare say anything except what Christ has accomplished through me by word and 
deed for the obedience of the Gentiles, 19 by the power of miraculous signs and wonders, and by the power of God’s 
Spirit. As a result, I have fully proclaimed the gospel of Christ from Jerusalem all the way around to Illyricum.


1 Corinthians 4:9 For I think God has displayed us, the apostles, in last place, like men condemned to die: We have 
become a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to people.


vs. 2, and all the brothers [fellow believers (and sisters)] who are with me:

Why does Paul add this to his letter? 

Other followers of Jesus, many who have traveled with Paul have given their endorsement. 


vs. 3, Grace and Peace are from Jesus!

Gave himself for our sins - forgiveness

To rescue us from this present evil age.


In Judaism 

This age

Age to come - establishment of God’s justice and peace.


History encountered a revolution with Jesus. 

What did Jesus do to “this age”?


Before Jesus - Life dictated by the law.

With Jesus - he has fulfilled the law bringing us into a new era / age.

So…if one remains “under the law” now or in the past they are considered existing in an evil age.


4:3, 9, 5:1 In the same way we also, when we were children, were in slavery under the elements of the world. 9 But now, 
since you know God, or rather have become known by God, how can you turn back again to the weak and worthless 
elements? Do you want to be enslaved to them all over again? 5:1 For freedom, Christ set us free. Stand firm, then, and 
don’t submit again to a yoke of slavery.




Trusting in Jesus rescues you from the present evil age (living under the law).


Churches (people) in Galatia don’t be seduced to live under the law.

A life in the Messiah Jesus is a life of Freedom.

They were making a decision to go back in time to the days of Moses. They were rejecting the complete 
sufficiency of Jesus.


vs. 6-7, This is not the gospel.


Historically something significant is happening. 

• If you believe in Jesus as Messiah you have become part of God’s true people.

• A persons ethnic, social, or political background didn’t matter. 

• As a Jesus person you are a full member of God’s people and external conditions (food laws, circumcision, 

sabbath) were unnecessary. 


The Judaizers issue with Paul is that he had become soft and was ignoring the importance of distinction. He 
had become a people pleaser (vs. 10). He has compromised “truth” to gain followers.


Let’s go back to vs. 3-4. The good news.

• Jesus gave himself for our sins.

• To rescue us from the present evil age.

• According to the will of God our father.

• To him be glory forever and ever. 


The language of rescue is the new exodus.

God is a god who rescues.


1 Corinthians 15:3 For I passed on to you as most important what I also received: that Christ died for our sins according 
to the Scriptures,


So what is the promised future that Jesus has obtained through the forgiveness of sin? 

Is it, I now get to go to heaven?

 -Or- 

Is it, I have been rescued from the dark powers that have enslaved the world. 


Jesus has rescued us from this present evil age. 


Why?


Galatians 3:14 The purpose was that the blessing of Abraham would come to the Gentiles by Christ Jesus, so that we 
could receive the promised Spirit through faith.


We are filled with the Spirit which enables us to live our lives in continued faith. 


Simple truth - sin is the result of our idolatry.

• Exchanging the truth of God for a lie. (Romans 1:25)

• Worshiping and serving what has been created instead of the Creator.


Genesis 3:6 it was desirable for obtaining wisdom.


Humanity was given the beautiful gift of stewardship.

Genesis 1:26, 28 They will rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the livestock, the whole earth, and the creatures 
that crawl on the earth.” 28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it. 
Rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, and every creature that crawls on the earth.”




But the truth was exchanged for a lie. 

You name it, we chase it, hoping it will satisfy what we believe we are longing for.


The Messiah shatters the grip of idolatry! 

Because of Jesus we can experience the restoration of humanity.


“Paul understands God to be working, time and space are divided into two ages—the present age and the age to come. 
Although God created the heavens and the earth “good” (Gen 1:4, 10, 12, etc.), this present cosmos was corrupted by 
the disobedience of both angels and human beings. Humanity—from the individual person to the political, economic, 
and religious systems maintained by the participation of countless human beings—now labors under the powers of Sin, 
Death, Flesh, and the Devil and the demonic, which corrupt human beings and turn them aside individually and 
communally from God’s good vision for human existence.” ~ David deSilva


To have a relationship with Jesus means that you enter into the peace of wholeness and holiness. 

The church is the bride of Christ. 

We are in a meaningful, deep, and intimate relationship with the Creator. Already / Not yet. 


Revelation 5:9-10 And they sang a new song:

You are worthy to take the scroll 
and to open its seals, because you were slaughtered, 
and you purchased people for God by your blood 
from every tribe and language and people and nation. 
10 You made them a kingdom and priests to our God, 
and they will reign on the earth.


They will reign on the earth.

Complete restoration. 


Question: Do I daily live in the hope of the good news of Jesus? Have you been rescued? If so, how does 
faith demonstrate a life of freedom? If not, are you ready to not be trapped by this “present evil age?” 


Jesus desires to set you free.


