Message Notes

Servant Leadership, David Gouge Elder Commissioning

John 7:18 The one who speaks on his own authority seeks his own glory; but the one who
seeks the glory of him who sent him is true, and in him there is no falsehood.

Matthew 20:26, 28 It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must
be your servant, 28 even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his
life as a ransom for many.

John 3:27, 29-30 John answered, “A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given
him from heaven. 29 The one who has the bride is the bndegroom. The friend of the
bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom's voice. Therefore
this joy of mine is now complete. 30 He must increase, but | must decrease.”

Elders:
# | ead the church
Teach and preach the Word
Protect the church from false teachers
Encourage and council the saints in sound doctrine
Wisit the sick and pray

Qualifications of an Elder

1 Timothy 3:2-7 "Now the overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife,
temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not given to drunkenness,
not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage his own family
well and see that his children obey him with proper respect. 5 (If anyone does not know how to
manage his own family, how can he take care of God's church?) 8 He must not be a recent
convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. 7 He must



also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the
devil's trap.

Titus 1:6-9 “An elder must be blameless, the husband of but one wife, a man whose children
believe and are not open to the charge of being wild and disobedient. 7Since an overseer is
entrusted with God's work, he must be blameless—not overbearing, not quick-tempered, not
given to drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest gain. 8 Rather he must be hospitable,
one who loves what is good, who is self-controlled, upright, holy and disciplined. 9 He must hold
firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others by
sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it

1 Peter 5:1-3 "To the elders among you, | appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of Christ's
sufferings and one who also will share in the glory to be revealed: 2 Be shepherds of God's flock
that is under your care, serving as overseers—not because you must, but because you are
willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve; 3 not lording it over
those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock.”



