
Consistency Without Compromise 
2:11-14 

Peter’s focus is piety. Will people see his reverence for God? Will they understand his devotion?


For a Jew the center of piety was the law. 

• How do I live before God and others in a clean / pure state?

• How do I make sure I don’t damage (create difficulties) for my people (Jewish identity) before God. If I keep 

the law, the result is blessing. If I break the law, the result is cursing.


Imperialism -> the felt need to acquire territory in order to facilitate conversion. Socially and Culturally  


The Jewish worldview at this time in history is that they needed to protect their “privileged status” before 
God. WE are God’s people.


The Jewish Messiah (Jesus) challenged this understanding. 

Jesus (nothing added).


Christianity isn’t about rules. 

It is about surrender. 

It is about being filled with the Holy Spirit who gives us the ability to live our lives with love, consistency, 
purpose, wisdom, peace, and hope.


God’s word

Holy Spirit	 	 	 	 All offering wise guidance.

Church (community)


Courage of Faith -> living in the consistency of Jesus and not the inconsistency of our emotions, passions, 
and fears concerning others.


We are accepted by God’s grace through Jesus. 


This being true…

Do we engage with others in the same posture God engages with us? 

With consistency and grace because of Jesus.


Question: Do you tend to be an extreme rule follower or do you tend to disregard all boundaries? How would 
you explain living in the consistency of Jesus?


Humanity has the incredible propensity to be inconsistent.


Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.


2 Corinthians 3:13-18 We are not like Moses, who used to put a veil over his face to prevent the Israelites from gazing 
steadily until the end of the glory of what was being set aside, 14 but their minds were hardened. For to this day, at the 
reading of the old covenant, the same veil remains; it is not lifted, because it is set aside only in Christ. 15 Yet still today, 
whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their hearts, 16 but whenever a person turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. 
17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 We all, with unveiled faces, are 
looking as in a mirror at the glory of the Lord and are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory; this is 
from the Lord who is the Spirit.


What does it mean to live in the freedom of the Holy Spirit?




Who is involved?

Paul

Peter

Barnabas

Judiazers (range in thought concerning law and Jesus)

Men from James (circumcision party) / Strict Jews / Judiazers

Gentile followers of Jesus


Hypocrisy -> contradiction of belief and practice.

Condemned -> tried and found guilty / wrong and wishy washy


Table Fellowship -> hospitality, generosity, care 

To withdraw, withhold, and be unconcerned are not the thoughts and actions of a Jesus follower.


Acts 11:20-26 Now those who had been scattered as a result of the persecution that started because of Stephen made 
their way as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except Jews. 20 But there were some 
of them, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, who came to Antioch and began speaking to the Greeks also, proclaiming the 
good news about the Lord Jesus. 21 The Lord’s hand was with them, and a large number who believed turned to the 
Lord. 22 News about them reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent out Barnabas to travel as far as Antioch. 
23 When he arrived and saw the grace of God, he was glad and encouraged all of them to remain true to the Lord with 
devoted hearts, 24 for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And large numbers of people were added 
to the Lord. 25 Then he went to Tarsus to search for Saul, 26 and when he found him he brought him to Antioch. For a 
whole year they met with the church and taught large numbers. The disciples were first called Christians at Antioch.


• Antioch was an active place in regard to the spread of the gospel.

• After Paul’s time in Southern Galatia he returns to Antioch.

• At some point before Paul’s return Peter has visited and spent time in Antioch.

• It is likely that the church in Antioch was one group made up of both Jew and Gentile.


I opposed him to his face -> this is not hostility, this is direct confrontation. 


Excursus (a detailed discussion of a particular point): Peter


He stood condemned -> he was guilty by his own actions.


Peter has already been spoken to directly concerning this topic. 

Acts 10:9-16 What God has made clean, do not call impure.

Peter addresses the voice as Lord.


Cornelius (Transformation Series, Jan. 30th)

Acts 10:34 “Now I truly understand that God doesn’t show favoritism,”

44-45 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came down on all those who heard the message. 
45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were amazed because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been 
poured out even on the Gentiles.

11:2-3 When Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized him, 3 saying, “You went to uncircumcised 
men and ate with them.”

11:18 When they heard this they became silent. And they glorified God, saying, “So then, God has given repentance 
resulting in life even to the Gentiles.”


vs. 12, He separated himself, because he feared those from the circumcision party.

Could be the false brothers mentioned in verse 4 

These men from James could be believers not wanting their Jewish identity to be compromised. 


Peter -> even at this stage of his life and ministry is still struggling with fear. He is worried about others 
thoughts and opinions. He is retreating from what he knows to be right. 


Our initial thought might be… How can you be so foolish?




Meets Jesus - John 1:40-41	 	 	 	 	 Asked to follow Jesus - Matthew 4:18

Jesus heals Peter’s Mother in Law - Matthew 8:14-15	 	 Peter casting his nets - Matthew 4:18

Peter the rock - Matthew 16:18	 	 	 	 	 Walks on water - Matthew 14:28-29

Transfiguration - Matthew 17:1-3	 	 	 	 Defends Jesus (someone loses an ear) - Matthew 26:51

Denies Jesus - Matthew 26:69-75	 	 	 	 Love Restored - John 21:15-17

Powerful message after Pentecost - Acts 2:14	 	 	 Cornelius - Acts 10-11:18


• Believers in Jerusalem are under pressure due to Jewish nationalism.

• People were compromising truth for a nationalistic agenda. 

• They were being led astray by their hypocrisy.

• Even Barnabas.


And yet we are invited to look straight into the mirror of humanity. 

We easily forget. 

We are easily intimidated. 

We easily chase after the wrong things. 

We easily depend on our own strength and ignore the Holy Spirit. 


If all of these things can be true of Peter, they most certainly can be true of us.


Question: How has what Jesus revealed to us in the past create a “decision making savings account” for us 
in the present? In life how do we withdraw from the abundance of God’s goodness instead of relying on our 
own inconsistencies?


Barnabas -> had been an advocate for Paul in Jerusalem (Acts 9:26-28). 

He was a mentor to Paul at Antioch (Acts 11:25-30). 

He was a highly respected colleague in the evangelization of Cyprus and Southern Galatia (Acts 13:2-14:26. 
He was certainly in favor of Gentiles receiving the gospel and not having to become Jewish. 


vs. 13, Led astray / caught up in the emotion / it carries with it a nuance of irrationality.


Jewish Christians weren’t willing to push back against the pressure. 

They simply went with the flow. 


Herd mentality is strong. 

Will the truth of the gospel be stronger?


Influence Matters -> Peter, Jewish Christians in Antioch, Barnabas


This type of behavior, without reason, is disastrous for the spread of the truth of the gospel. 


Acceptance, trust, and team work happen because of the unity found in Jesus, not because of uniformity in 
worldview and practice.


How does the person of Jesus and the wisdom of God’s word inform our beliefs and practice? (The church 
should be a place for robust and beneficial dialogue).


Fellowship of diversity 
Who are the people of God? Those who are part of the right ethnic group or those who have embraced the 
Messiah?


Question: Are you around followers of Jesus who think differently than you? Do these differences provide 
healthy opportunities for refinement? Are you open to different perspectives? Are you willing to change your 
mind? 


What are the external pressures that can begin to distract you from Jesus?



