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What is your/our reaction to crisis?


Reaction: an action performed in response to a situation or event.


Crisis: Critical point or period; decisive point; turning point; crossroads; moment of 
truth; point of no return. 


1. Our action and response in a crisis, circumstance, or any negative situation is 
determined by one of two factors, Faith or Fear.  

A. Faith is based solely upon God’s Word planted in your heart, that which you meditate 
on, memorize and act upon, when the day of trouble appears and arises against you. 
Faith will exhibit a confidence and boldness, and will declare and prophesy what God’s 
Word declares about the crisis or situations. Faith does not remain silent because the 
heart is full of His Word and out of the abundance of his/her heart the mouth speaks 
and declares the declarations of what God has said and what God will do!!


Job 22:28 (AMP)

“You will also decide and decree a thing (promise), and it will be established for you; And the 
light [of God's favor] will shine upon your ways.”


     B.  Fear is based upon what I see and hear in the natural; the spirit of fear fires fiery darts of 

          doubt and unbelief, declarations of death, into my mind with the intent that I will perceive   

          and believe, that this, which I see and hear will be destruction and loss to me and if I 

          believe the voice of fear, then my reaction is one of hopelessness, mental paralysis, a 

          surrendering to the spirit of fear and becoming its prisoner.


    C.  Out of a heart of fear springs forth, by the mouth, words of negativity, doubt, anger, 

         frustration, condemnation, anxiety, worry, hopelessness, unbelief, and because there is 

         no true foundation, no root, of God’s Word; then, my faith, becomes weak and quickly 

         surrenders to what I see and hear with no resistance to the crisis. 


Fear causes me to speak, move and act based upon my five senses and my emotions. 


    D.  Fear makes me believe that God is distant, far removed from my present crisis; fear 

         declares that God doesn’t really love me or He would not have allowed this to happen. 

         Fear causes me to plead and beg God for His intervention but does not really believe that 

         He will and gradually succumbs to the pain and oppression of the crisis and therefore 

         resigns from faith and declares, “whatever will be, will be.” Fear will always and continue 

         to dominate the Christian that has no root of God’s Word in the heart. 


Mark 4:16-17 (AMP)

“In a similar way these [in the second group] are the ones on whom seed was sown on rocky 
ground, who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with joy [but accept it only 
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superficially]; 17 and they have no real root in themselves, so they endure only for a little while; 
then, when trouble or persecution comes because of the word, immediately they [are offended 
and displeased at being associated with Me and] stumble and fall away.”


Fear broken down is defined as: 

• F…faith

• E…erased

• A…and

• R...retreating


 

Let’s look at a Biblical example of how we are to respond to a crisis. 


2. Look at David as a young shepherd vs Goliath a professionally trained warrior.  

1 Samuel 17:11 (NKJV) 
“When Saul and all Israel heard these words of the Philistine, they were dismayed (confusion, 
fear, scared, terrified, to break down) and greatly afraid (to stand in awe of; to give reverence to; 
to bow down)” 


A. Goliath was also the news anchor for Israel’s newscast for forty days and nights. He 
was broadcasting words of death, destruction, and defying the army of God.  


1 Samuel 17:16, 20-21 (NKJV)  
And the Philistine drew near and presented himself forty days, morning and evening.…. 
20 So David rose early in the morning, left the sheep with a keeper, and took the things and 
went as Jesse had commanded him. And he came to the camp as the army was going out to 
the fight and shouting for the battle. 21 For Israel and the Philistines had drawn up in battle 
array, army against army. 

Even though they shouted everyday, Israel’s army succumbed to the words of the giant and 
therefore surrendered to fear, hunkered down in unbelief, and relegated themselves to defeat. 


B. God will always have someone in the wings, that is in obscurity, and who rise up boldly 
for the cause. And usually, it is most unexpected one(s), the one(s) that no one would 
chose to be the hero.


1 Corinthians 1:26-31 (MSG) 
“Take a good look, friends, at who you were when you got called into this life. I don't see many 
of "the brightest and the best" among you, not many influential, not many from high-society 
families. 27 Isn't it obvious that God deliberately chose men and women that the culture 
overlooks and exploits and abuses, 28 chose these "nobodies" to expose the hollow 
pretensions of the "somebodies"? 29 That makes it quite clear that none of you can get by with 
blowing your own horn before God. 30 Everything that we have—right thinking and right living, 
a clean slate and a fresh start—comes from God by way of Jesus Christ. 31 That's why we have 
the saying, "If you're going to blow a horn, blow a trumpet for God."


1 Samuel 17:26 (NKJV)  
“Then David spoke to the men who stood by him, saying, “What shall be done for the man who 
kills this Philistine and takes away the reproach from Israel? For who is this uncircumcised 
Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God?”
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C. When Christians stand boldly for a godly cause, there will always those who try to 
intimidate and discourage them, even in the church family. 


1 Samuel 17:28-30 (NKJV)

“Now Eliab his oldest brother heard when he spoke to the men; and Eliab's anger was aroused 
against David, and he said, “Why did you come down here? And with whom have you left those 
few sheep in the wilderness? I know your pride and the insolence of your heart, for you have 
come down to see the battle.” 29 And David said, “What have I done now? Is there not a 
cause?” 30 Then he turned from him toward another and said the same thing; and these people 
answered him as the first ones did.”


D. You, by faith, must speak to and address your/our crisis because you/our crisis will 
speak to us. 


Fear will prophesy, first, to you your demise and destruction and you must respond, in 
faith, or you surrender to fear.


1 Samuel 17:42-48 (NKJV)  
“And when the Philistine looked about and saw David, he disdained him; for he was only a 
youth, ruddy and good-looking. 43 So the Philistine said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come 
to me with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44 And the Philistine said to 
David, “Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field!” 
45 Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword, with a spear, and with a 
javelin. But I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, 
whom you have defied. 46 This day the LORD will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you 
and take your head from you. And this day I will give the carcasses of the camp of the 
Philistines to the birds of the air and the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know 
that there is a God in Israel. 47 Then all this assembly shall know that the LORD does not save 
with sword and spear; for the battle is the LORD'S, and He will give you into our hands.” 
 (The battle is the LORD’S but the FIGHT OF FAITH is mine in agreement with His 
promises and fighting by His power and strength through the Holy Spirit.) 48 So it was, 
when the Philistine arose and came and drew near to meet David, that David hurried and ran 
toward the army to meet the Philistine.


David spoke and prophesied in accordance to and in harmony with God’s will 


Romans 12:6 (NKJV), “Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let 
us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith”, then he moved forward in 
faith and the power of God was released, the enemy was defeated, and therefore he delivered 
himself and Israel. David was not a slave to fear but a son of faith!


Song: “NO LONGER A SLAVES” 

	 	 Pastor Al Brice | July 26th, 2020


