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Does the Bible actually tell us that Christians will turn away from God or fall away from faith 
in God before the return of Jesus?  
 
* Jesus said: 
 

Matthew 24:10-13 The Passion Translation: 10 Then many will stop following me and 
fall away, and they will betray one another and hate one another. 11 And many lying 
prophets will arise, deceiving multitudes and leading them away from the path of truth. 
12 There will be such an increase of sin and lawlessness that those whose hearts once 
burned with passion for God and others will grow cold. 13 But keep your hope to the end 
and you will experience life and deliverance. 

 
* Apostle Paul said:  
   

1 Timothy 4:1-2 NKJV: Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart 
from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, 2 speaking lies in 
hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron,  

 
2 Timothy 4:1-4 AMP: I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, 
who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: 2 preach 
the word [as an official messenger]; be ready when the time is right and even when it is 
not [keep your sense of urgency, whether the opportunity seems favorable or 
unfavorable, whether convenient or inconvenient, whether welcome or unwelcome]; 
correct [those who err in doctrine or behavior], warn [those who sin], exhort and 
encourage [those who are growing toward spiritual maturity], with inexhaustible patience 
and [faithful] teaching. 3 For the time will come when people will not tolerate sound 
doctrine and accurate instruction [that challenges them with God’s truth]; but wanting to 
have their ears tickled [with something pleasing], they will accumulate for themselves 
[many] teachers [one after another, chosen] to satisfy their own desires and to support the 
errors they hold, 4 and will turn their ears away from the truth and will wander off into 
myths and man-made fictions [and will accept the unacceptable].  

   
 



 

 

1. What are deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons? 
 

‘Anyone that tries to get you to do anything that is in opposition to God’s Word. Any 
suggestions, persuasions, or teachings that are contrary to or contradicts the Word of 
God.  
 
‘The twisting of Scripture and taking God’s Word out of context. Teaching of parts of the 
Bible and not the whole counsel of God.’ 

   
 
• Let’s at some doctrines that were inspired demonically: 
 

Revelation 2:12-16 NKJV:  
The Compromising Church 
12 “And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write, 
 

‘These things says He who has the sharp two-edged sword: 13 “I know your works, and 
where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is. And you hold fast to My name, and did not 
deny My faith even in the days in which Antipas was My faithful martyr, who was killed 
among you, where Satan dwells. 14 But I have a few things against you, because you 
have there those who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling 
block before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexual 
immorality. 15 Thus you also have those who hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which 
thing I hate. 16 Repent, or else I will come to you quickly and will fight against them with 
the sword of My mouth. 

 
   
* “Doctrine of Balaam” – ‘Seductive and walking away from truth.’  
 
In Numbers 25, Balaam gave counsel to get the children of Israel to enter into sin so that 
judgement destruction would be the result. They lowered their standards, entered into 
fornication, and they entertained what was wrong for them to do. They modified their faith to 
accommodate what was forbidden. The doctrine of Balaam is to enter into moral compromise 
and the lowering of moral standards.  
 

Romans 6:15-18 NKJV: 15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but 
under grace? Certainly not! 16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves 
slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, 
or of obedience leading to righteousness? 17 But God be thanked that though you were 
slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were 
delivered. 18 And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.  
 



 

 

Ephesians 5:3-10 NKJV Strong's: 3 But fornication and all uncleanness or 
covetousness, let it not even be named among you, as is fitting for saints; 4 neither 
filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of 
thanks. 5 For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is 
an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6 Let no one deceive 
you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons 
of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not be partakers with them. 
   
8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 
9 (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth), 10 finding out what 
is acceptable to the Lord.  
 
1 Corinthians 6:18-20 NKJV: 18 Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is 
outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body. 19 Or 
do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you 
have from God, and you are not your own? 20 For you were bought at a price; therefore 
glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s. 

 
 
* “Doctrine of the Nicolaitans” – ‘To conquer and subdue the laity.’ The Church was 
becoming weak, powerless, waning in influence, and compromising.  
 
 
* So, what was the foundation of their teaching? That you could live in two worlds 
simultaneously; you could be saved and embrace the lifestyle of the prevailing culture.  
 

“We need to be more open-minded to the culture and not stay away from their pagan 
temples.  It would be good for us to go there and burn some incense and mingle among 
the unbelievers. If we were more like them, then they won’t feel such resentment toward 
us! Let’s just lower our standards, water the Word of God down so it is reachable for them 
and not offend anyone.  Let’s not be so committed to the Bible so we can blend in with the 
community and the world around us and then some of our persecution would go away.” 

   
 



 

 

2. What are some of the signs and teachings of modern Nicolaitanism?  
 
   a. No emphasis on holy living and separation from the world’s lifestyles (Inclusiveness). 

   b. No emphasis on teaching the complete truth of God’s Word.  

   c. No exclusionary belief that Jesus Christ alone is the only way of salvation and to heaven.  

   d. No warnings to the Body of Christ that those who practice sin will not inherit the Kingdom 

of God.  

   e. That there is no need for repentance anymore; God completely overlooks the sins of a 

believer.  

 
 

Revelation 2:16 NKJV: Repent, or else I will come to you quickly and will fight against 
them with the sword of My mouth. 
 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:1-8 NKJV: Finally then, brethren, we urge and exhort in the Lord 
Jesus that you should abound more and more, just as you received from us how you 
ought to walk and to please God; 2 for you know what commandments we gave you 
through the Lord Jesus. 
  
3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual 
immorality; 4 that each of you should know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification 
and honor, 5 not in passion of lust, like the Gentiles who do not know God; 6 that no one 
should take advantage of and defraud his brother in this matter, because the Lord is the 
avenger of all such, as we also forewarned you and testified. 7 For God did not call us to 
uncleanness, but in holiness. 8 Therefore he who rejects this does not reject man, but 
God, who has also given us His Holy Spirit. 
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